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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


Correspondent on Yugoslav-Bulgarian Relations 


AU1705183991 Sofia DUMA in Bulgarian 
15 May 91 p4 


[Article by Goran Gotev: “The Cliche Remains 
Unchanged” ] 


[Text] All attempts to revive the myth about a threat 
from abroad whenever a domestic crisis is deteriorating 
have never produced any lasting results. This becomes 
evident today in view of the intensified efforts of some 
Yugoslav circles to revive the ghost of a Bulgarian danger 
allegedly menacing the Yugoslav state’s unity and the 
country’s territorial integrity. 


In the first issue of a special information monthly journal 
called FORUM, CHOVEK, I PRAVO [name as translit- 
erated from Bulgarian], Dr. Ranko Petkovic, editor of 
the journal MEDJUNARODNA POLITIKA and one of 
the most famous Yugoslav foreign policy experts, ana- 
lyzes the positions of the great powers, of European and 
neighboring countries on the subject of Yugoslavia’s 
independence and territorial integrity. We discovered 
the following remarks related to forecasts for the future 
in the text of Petkovic’s article: 


“Considering the new balance of forces in Europe and 
the change in the relations of political forces on the 
domestic front, Bulgaria has no particular interest in the 
preservation of Yugoslavia’s political independence and 
territorial integrity. In the case of Yugoslavia’s disinte- 
gration, Bulgaria could try to achieve some of its terri- 
torial aspirations and strengthen its role and influence in 
the Balkan region.” To make himself more clearly under- 
stood, Dr. Petkovic expressly mentions the presumed 
orientation of such “aspirations” by pointing out, as 
follows: “In the case of possible armed conflicts and 
political unrest that might result in a specific Lebaniza- 
tion of Yugoslavia, we should take into consideration the 
coincidence of Bulgaria’s interests relating to Macedonia 
and Serbia with those of Albania relating to parts of 
Serbia, Macedonia, and Montenegro, with those of Hun- 
gary relating to Vojvodina, and last, but not least, with 
those of Italy relating to Slovenia and Croatia.” As a 
result of a sudden improvement of relations between 
Belgrade and Athens, the text evidently omits the Greek 
“threat” that was described at length in numerous 
Skopje newspapers. 


This 1s nothing new so far. The propaganda campaign on 
the subject of Yugoslavia’s being surrounded by enemy 
States, by aggressive and rapacious neighbors, has out- 
lived Tito and is particularly aggressive in Belgrade and 
Skopje. The most preposterous fact in this connection is 
that much more important and real facts are concealed 
from the population, which is terrorized by the psychosis 
of living under threat. During the Sofia visit of Budimir 
Loncar, Yugoslavia’s foreign affairs secretary, President 
Zhelyu Zhelev and our state leadership officially con- 
firmed their stand that Bulgaria is interested in the 
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preservation of Yugoslavia and that our country would 
like to see a stable and friendly neighbor state at its 
Western borders, where the will and the interests of the 
sovereign republics and peoples are respected. Quite 
recently, the same newspapers resorted to an inadmis- 
sible propaganda trick in publishing a passage from a 
journalist’s text on an alleged statement of the Bulgarian 
state leader, which was totally opposed to his positions of 
principle in support of the state unity and territorial 
integrity of the Yugoslav multinational state. 


Hence, the cliche remains unchanged. Only texts that 
serve the purposes of the topical propaganda campaign 
are published. 


YUGOSLAVIA 


Conflicts Between Federal, Republic Laws 


Y]B40617A Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 
5 Apr 91 p 2 


{Article by B. Oprijan-llic: “Amendments the Only Uni- 
fying Element”—first paragraph is BORBA introduc- 
tion] 


[Text] Another item added to the well-known govern- 
ment proposal of 11 plus 3 points, encouragement of 
more rapid development of underdeveloped areas. It is 
becoming increasingly clear that the unadopted amend- 
ments to the Yugoslav Constitution could be the appro- 
priate unifying element of the transitional period. It is 
easier for the Federal Secretariat for Internal Affairs to 
cooperate with Interpol than with the ministries of 
internal affairs. 


Belgrade—After the Yugoslav Presidency completed its 
recent session, the federal government in effect was 
given the green light to resume talks on its proposals that 
are essential for the operation of the system before a final 
agreement is reached. Dr. Vlado Kambovski, federal 
secretary for justice and administration, spoke to 
newsmen yesterday about these proposals and about 
problems in implementing the Federal Executive 
Council program. Today. Federal Executive Council 
representatives began talks with the vice presidents of 
the governments of the republics, the governers of the 
national banks of federal units, and the ministries of 
finance. On 12 April the Yugoslav Presidency will 
present a report on these talks, and by the middle of the 
month Premier Ante Markovic will deliver a report on 
these questions to the Yugoslav Parliament. 


Another item has been added to the well-known govern- 
ment proposal made up of |1 (plus 3) points. It concerns 
agreement on encouraging more rapid development of 
underdeveloped areas. 


Vlado Kambovski reiterated the increasing realization 
that the unadopted amendments to the Yugoslav Con- 
stitution could represent a suitable unifying element 
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during the transitional period, which according to gov- 
ernment projections will last about five years. 


The areas in which it 1s essential to reconcile the differ- 
ences between the Constitution and the laws of the 
republics relate above all to the monetary and foreign 
exchange system (amendements to the law on the 
National Bank of Yugoslavia have been proposed), pay- 
ment transactions (amendment of the Public Auditing 
Service Law would increase the responsibility of banks), 
the marketplace, financing the federation, public 
spending, restructuring of ownership, rehabilitation of 
the banking system, and social programs. Also in need of 
“restructuring” are certain standards relating to the 
conventional governmental functions of national 
defense, compulsory military service, and internal 
affairs. Another highly important item is public infor- 
mation, in view of the persistent media war. 


Illustrating the absurdities to which a chaotic legal 
system leads, Kambovski cited the example of the fed- 
eral Public Auditing Service Law, which introduces 
criminal penalties for an official whose actions conflict 
with this law. At the same time, however, Serbia has 
enacted a Public Auditing Service Law of its own appli- 
cation which also involves punishment of officials who 
violate standards set by the Republic. In other words, 
Public Auditing Service officials cannot avoid applica- 
tion of the punitive section no matter which of the laws 
In question they obey. 


Kambovski also stressed the impermissible closing of the 
marketplace to various fees and duties, causing flight of 
capital from the country, while financing the federation 
is reduced to perception by the republics of federal 
needs. Consequently. the Federal Executive Council is 
proposing creation of a federal treasury making it easier 
to monitor payment transactions. On the question of 
rehabilitating the banking system, Kambovski added 
that agreement has been reached for the most part, but 
that major problems still exist in the area of restructuring 
ownership. Slovenia and Croatia, for example, are sus- 
pending this process with laws of their own, and in many 
republics taxes have been imposed that largely are 
holding up the first steps taken by the private sector. 


The most sensitive question, of course, is that of the 
amendements and additions to the national defense law 
and the law of compulsory military service. It is the 
federal government's position that the Yugoslav People’s 
Army should be depoliticized and the Commentary on 
National Defense eliminated. Because of the problem 
with recruits from Slovenia (in connection with the 
proposal that Slovenes perform military service in their 
own republic), the Federal Executive Council had earlier 
issued a decision on performance of certain duties in 
Slovene territory. From the viewpoint of the country’s 
supreme legal instrument, the constitutions of Croatia 
and Serbia are also “in error.” because they allow 
authorities of the republics to intervene as federal ones 
in the military sphere as well. 
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An especially crucial matter is that of performance of 
joint functions when it comes to the powers of federal 
authorities in the area of internal affairs. Dr. Kambovski 
asserted that it is easier for the Federal Secretariat of 
Internal Affairs to cooperate with Interpol, for example, 
than with the ministries of internal affairs or secretariats 
of internal affairs of the republics, even when espionage 
or common crime is involved. At the end of the press 
conference, the federal secretary turned his attention to 
the importance of public information in_ breaking 
through the media blockade. This can be accomplished 
by establishing independent newspapers based on dif- 
ferent ownership principles and by changes in the press 
organs already in existence. 


Asked by newsmen what would happen if this core of a 
(possible) future agreement were not to be accepted, 
Kambovski replied that from this viewpoint legal deci- 
sions are illusory and that positive results will be 
achieved rather by political means. The ultimate mech- 
anism is force, but Dr. Kambovski expressed the hope 
that recent events are enough of a warning for many. 


Krajina and Slovenia 


Newsmen insisted that Dr. Kambovski answer what 
would happen if the Federal Executive Council recom- 
mendations were not accepted this time either, or if 
Slovenia simply secedes. Added to this was the question 
of how and whether it is possible from the legal view- 
point for Krajina to accomplish its “merger” with Ser- 
bia. 


“Simply put, failure to accept the decision by the federal 
government would mean chaos. As for Slovenia, it is one 
thing to issue a declaration of secession or sovereignty, 
and another to formally secede. because this requires 
addition to the functions of an independent state, from 
both the domestic and the international viewpoints. And 
this is just not all that easy. When speaking about 
Krajina earlier, we called attention to the fact that the 
epidemic of splintering will spread out in the country. 
Our positions are clear and were stated earlier in con- 
nection with Kosovo. Citizen interest in questions that 
must be resolved by constitutional means is a different 
matter.” 


Laws in Court 


Time has shown that the comments made about our 
problem (the 11 plus 3) in connecvion with the fact that 
they suspend the Yugoslav constitution were incorrect. 
Specifically, the bypassing of legal systems in some 
republics by adoption of republic constitutions and in 
others by means of various laws and regulations has 
already been disregarded. Discussions of reform cur- 
rently remain on the level of abstraction. For example, 
between | January and 20 March the Constitutional 
Court of Yugoslavia was considering six consitutional 
laws, 31 republic and province laws, and 29 other general 
acts. 
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Vlesic on JNA Role, Country's Situation 


YIBAVUOH60SA Zaegreh DANAS in Serbo-Croatian 
* May ¥l pp 16-18 


[Interview with Stipe Mesic. vice president of the SFRY 
Presidency. by Jelena Lovric and Mladen Maloca: place 
and date not given: “There Will Be No War”—first 
paragraph 1s DANAS introduction] 


(Teat] Stipe Mesic, vice president of the SFRY Presi- 
dency. on the massacre of Croatian policemen, on rela- 
tions with General Adzic, on the role of the Army in 
agitated regions of Croatia, on the result of talks between 
Tudjman and Milosevic. on his future duties, and on 
corruption in Croatian politics. 


Supe Mesic. vice president of the Yugoslav Presidency. 
has almost grown accustomed to the all-night sessions of 
the state leadership that continually focus on the same 
point of the agenda—the situation in Croatia. In recent 
days he has gotten almost no sleep. holding press confer- 
ences at 0400. although judging from his continuously 
tranquil disposition a these conferences, they have yet to 
take a discernible toll on him. As the moment 
approaches when he 1s due to become president—in the 
middle of this month—the opposition of those who do 
not want that to happen is increasingly frenzied and 
open 


[DANAS] What is your view of the threat that demon- 
Strations will be organized in Belgrade in order to keep 
you from replacing Jovic in the post of president? 


[Mesic] | am not especially concerned about the fact that 
that sort of welcome 1s being prepared for me in Bel- 
grade. because it could also be expected that that type of 
solution would not suit Sesel) and the members of the 
Radical Party. formerly the Chetnik Party. I don’t think 
that they can change anything with their demonstrations. 
But it does concern me that Seselj 1s coming to Croatia 
with hundreds of armed men. as well as with deputy 
Paroski and the Serbian minister for Serbs outside 
Serbia. which means that he enjoys the support of 
official circles in that republic. | am concerned about the 
fact that he 1s engaging in war-mongering here. inciting 
people to revolt. and creating bad blood among Serbs 
and among Croats. 


[DANAS] How do you envision your execution of the 
post of president? Do you think that there will be 
changes in the work of the Presidency. or is this even 
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possidie 


(Mesic] First of all. there should probably be a change in 
the sense that meetings should not be conducted by 
telephone and on weekends. This means that the Presi- 
dency should return to a normal routine. because we are 
not living in any sort of state of emergency or war. This 
type of situation 1s an artificial creation. There are 
several factors generating a crisis in this country. but that 
iS NO reason to artificially create new focal points simply 
out of a desire to avoid facing the truth, and even to use 
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the Presidency as a cover. Thus, there 1s no justification 
whatsoever for the fact that our agenda has included 
debate on individual, concrete situations in Croatia on 
Several successive occasions, even though others bear 
responsibility for resolving these issues. I believe that 
there will be no more of these absurd sessions, regardless 
of whether they deal with Croatia or some other republic 


[DANAS] How do you view cooperation with Gen. 
Adzic in view of the fact that you have clashed in the past 
and the fact that he has allegedly threatened to person- 
ally give you a shave? 


[Mesic] I had not heard that he said that, nor do I have 
any confidence in his shaving skills. | have absolutely no 
reason for conflict with Gen. Adzic. In the past. in fact, 
I have found fault with those who provide him with 
material that serves as the basis for decisions that he 
makes. I think that as the chief of general staff. he has no 
right to use unverified information that is an affront to 
both the Croatian government and the Croatian people. 
But now I see once again that similar things are hap- 
pening at sessions. Specifically. information 1s again 
arriving from sources that obviously do not want peace 
in this country and that want nothing good for the Army, 
or Croatia, or all of Yugoslavia. 


[DANAS] Can you say anything more concrete about 
these examples? 


{Mesic] There are too many of them. Let us say that the 
material presented to the Presidency makes absolutely 
no mention of why the conflict in Pakrac broke out: 
nowhere does it note that an illegally armed group of 
civilians and police reservists attacked a police station 
and disarmed all Croats there. 


[DANAS] So is it possible to say that perhaps even the 
military leadership was manipulated from some secret. 
mysterious source” 


{[Mesic] I would not say that it 1s that mysterious or 
unknown. I am quite aware of where it came from. 
Because when the crisis in Pakrac was artificially incited. 
the Army arrived ostensibly to separate the two sides. 
When Plitvice was practically occupied. no one reacted, 
as if it were completely normal for massive terrorist 
attacks to be carried out in Croatia, but when MUP 
[Ministry for Internal Affairs] units drove out these 
intruders. the Army appeared once again to position 
itself between the two sides. The same situation was 
repeated in Kijevo. Thus. the Army always appears after 
the fact. and even though it contends that it 1s defending 
the people. it must be acknowledged that. objectively 
speaking. it is defending those who do not recognize the 
sovereignty of the republic and of its government. It 1s 
keeping the organs of republican power from remedying 
the situation and in this way ts practically creating the 
framework for the so-called SAO [Socialist Autonomous 
Region of] Krajina to function. I don’t know whether the 
people in the Army who are making decisions are aware 
of this. | assume that they are not. but objectively 
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speaking the situation is such that they are transforming 
the Army into the defender of outlaws. 


{[DANAS] President Tudjman said recently that the 
Knin problem will be solved shortly with the help of 
federal agencies, while around the same time Dogoricija 
announced that the Army will help reestablish trade 
through Knin. Do you already have any concrete agree- 
ments in this regard? 


{Mesic] In order for Croatia to be able to allocate money 
for the Army, its economy must function. But it cannot 
function if the roads are not traveled, if trains do not run, 
if the ports are closed, if companies are not in operation, 
if there is no tourism.... So it would also be in the Army’s 
interest that there be no interception of travelers and 
goods. Based on the talks that we have held, it seems to 
me that it is still interested in seeing the functioning of 
trade. 


{[DANAS] What do you think about the theory that by 
deploying around Kijevo and even advancing as far as 
Sibenik, the Army is in fact drawing the borders of 
Greater Serbia based on the cartography of the memo- 
randum and of Milosevic? 


{[Mesic] I have seen some maps—and | don’t know 
whether they have been verified by any official source— 
that show several Croatian opstinas included within a 
Greater Serbia. But since a Greater Serbia can be created 
only through a great war, there is nothing to all of this. In 
fact, what we are talking about here is manipulation of 
the people, both the Serbs and the Croats in these areas, 
who are being turned into hostages of a crazy policy. It 
seems to me that whenever certain problems that stem 
from the true sources of the Yugoslav crisis cannot be 
resolved, they are recast as a question of Serb-Croat 
relations, ostensibly out of a fear of interethnic conflict 
between them, and all efforts are made to provoke just 
such a conflict. In contrast to Pakrac, where people did 
not want to fire on each other, attempts are being made 
in Knin even now to pit villag> against village, again 
ostensibly in defense of the Ser’ yopulation, which no 
one 1s really attacking. But w._ n we call for sitting down 
at the table to look at what the problems are, the people 
who are attacking Croatian police stations and 
marauding people in the streets are nowhere to be found. 
And you cannot say that these armed groups, large bands 
equipped with the most modern weaponry, are in fact 
completely unaffiliated with Babic or Martic. None of 
these police forces who do not recognize the republican 
government are paid by our Ministry for Internal Affairs. 
but someone is financing them nonetheless. In my 
opinion, this someone wants to intensify the crisis in 
order to settle accounts as soon as possible, because this 
burden is no longer financially sustainable. 


{[DANAS] What do you have to say about the statement 
by Slobodan Milosevic, who during Jovic’s resignation 
announced the beginning of war to his opstina officials at 
a secret meeting in the dead of the night? Indeed, Martin 
Spegelj 1s on trial for making statements like that. 
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{Mesic] Publicly, in front of all of them, he said, “We 
don’t know how to manufacture, but we do know how to 
fight,” meaning, “Since we don’t know how to create 
new wealth, we'll seize it." We know what this type of 
policy is called. But there is something else of interest in 
this statement of his. At 0500, he says that he talked with 
Milan Babic at 0100. What does the president of a 
republic have to talk about with the president of an 
opstina in another republic at that time of night? 
Milosevic says that they cannot hold out for long, 
meaning that they have to hurry. I don’t know whether 
Milosevic gives such instructions to Babic, but I do know 
that this was completely orchestrated. 


[DANAS] Among the public, there is a certain amount of 
hesitation about the meetings between Tudjman and 
Milosevic, from the dilemma concerning whether such 
talks were even necessary to speculation about the sub- 
ject of their deliberations. As someone who is probably 
familiar with what happened, what is your assessment of 
these two meetings in the “border region”? 


{[Mesic] It is a fact that Serb-Croat relations right now are 
at their lowest point since the war, and that they must be 
set right again. Because it is almost impossible for them 
to get any worse. And they can be made right only by 
publicly laying all the problems out on the table in order 
to figure out how to solve them. In order to prepare for 
open and comprehensive talks, it was necessary to do 
this in a One-on-one encounter. We had to see what 
official Serbia really wants. Now we know what it wants: 
It wants the Serbs to be the dominant nation in every 
republic. 


[DANAS] Is it possible to say that Croatia became 
isolated at the moment it agreed to these talks with 
Serbia? Wasn't the result of these talks a certain estrange- 
ment between Slovenia and Croatia as well as a certain 
level of distrust among the Muslim population of Yugo- 
slavia, especially in Bosnia, who is afraid that a Serbian- 
Croatian settlement could be at their expense? 


{Mesic] The thing that is certain is that no settlement can 
be at the expense of a third party. All the actors in the 
resolution of the Yugoslav crisis must be aware of this. 
Slovenia has not drifted away from Croatia 1n the least; 
the only thing is that they too know now that there can be 
no resolution of their crisis and of the Yugoslav crisis 
through individual withdrawals; rather, we must all 
resolve our situation together. And as far as the Muslims 
are concerned, Alija Izetbegovic has also had talks with 
Milosevic. Talks are never an impediment. In fact, 
Izetbegovic said that it’s better to have fruitless talks 
than efficient war. Only by talking can we see who 
desires what. But desires are one thing, and realities and 
possibilities for realizing them are another. | think that 
in the course of resolving the Yugoslav crisis, the most 
dangerous thing right now is the very present desire to 
create a Greater Serbia. Because if Babic proclaims 
secession from Croatia and accession to Serbia, then it is 
probably clear even to an extremely naive person that 
what we are talking about is precisely an attempt to 
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realize such Greater Serbian plans. This is currently 
being repeated in Bosnia. All of the talk about how Serbs 
must live in One state is nothing more than the desire to 
create a Greater Serbia. And there is no need for us to 
imagine that no Serbs, Croats, or Muslims would be 
resettled in that case. All you have to do is look at what 
is happening to the Kurds. 


[DANAS] For a time, it appeai-d that the state Presi- 
dency was being marginalized and that all of the deci- 
sionmaking authority on the future of Yugoslavia was 
being ceded to the six republics. Whether it is because 
these talks reached a dead end or because of other 
reasons, it now appears that the federal organs, including 
the Presidency, are regaining importance. 


[Mesic] I too thought that these talks by the six repub- 
lican leaders would be a step forward. And to be fair, 
they did achieve something: Now at least it is completely 
clear that four republics want a confederation of sover- 
eign republics, while two want a federation. This would 
be fine if these desires were respected. But the problem is 
that they want a federation at the expense of the territory 
of others. And that is impossible (o do, nor would 
Europe accept such a solu.ion. The presidents did what 
they could, andi even though their talks may continue for 
some time, i think that there is not that much more to 
Say here in concret terms. As long as there is no 
recognition of the fact that the borders, both the external 
and the internal ones. are inviolable, it will be difficult to 
break the deadlock in the talks. But that is what will have 
to happen, because even though the borders have never 
been just, they are a given, and cannot be changed now. 
As soon as they are recognized, it will no longer be 
possible to manipulate people with the idea that 
someone creating a Greater Serbia will be able to go on 
without solving his own problems. Once everyone has 
had to deal with himself, the best thing will be that we 
not be in any sort of state of enmity or war. 


{[DANAS] What sort of power and what sort of general 
options does the Presidency have? 


{Mesic] It is not a great deal of power, but it 1s something 
that we cannot do without. Because the Presidency 1s in 
any event the highest organ of power which represents 
Yugoslavia and commands the armed forces. For this 
reason, it 1s necessary that it be involved in resolving the 
Yugoslav crisis and in decisionmaking. The problem 1s 
that one part of it 1s illegitimate, because the Kosovo 
representative was elected by the Serbian Assembly. not 
by the dissolved provincial assembly. And since he has 
not yet been confirmed by the Federal Assembly. one of 
the Serbian vice presidents 1s substituting for him. There 
is no legal foundation for this sort of thing. I have raised 
this question several times and spoken about 1t publicly. 
and now I see that the president of the Constitutional 
Court of Yugoslavia has officially denied that I have ever 
interceded before them. I'm a lawyer, and I know that 
this 1s not possible. | won't say how this will be resolved: 
1 only wonder why the Constitutional Court has failed to 
resolve this issue for months now 
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{[DANAS] As the future president of Yugoslavia, how 
well do you know and understand other regions and 
other nations in Yugoslavia? 


[Mesic] I know them like the average citizen of this 
country: I know them adequately, but not sufficiently. 
But the principles are clear to me; I think they can be set 
out as principles, and if one’s interlocutors are the same 
way, then we can always arrive at proper solutions. 


[DANAS] Do you sense the responsibility of your future 
post? 


{Mesic] Absolutely. Because a good part of our crisis 
Situation is due to bogus decisions, decisions that were 
not balanced, studied in advance, and well prepared. 
Decisions that are hastily adopted are usually not good 
ones. I wiil endeavor to see to it that our work be based 
much more on approaches thought out in advance and 
on good preparations. 


{[DANAS] You said that in politics, as well as in life in 
general, desires are one thing and possibilities are 
another. Precisely with regard to this discrepancy, have 
you changed any of your positions over this past year? 


[Mesic] A year ago, I believed that everything that is well 
argued can be implemented. But that’s not always the 
case. You often need time before existing arguments can 
be used. This means that the Serbian politicians who 
criticized Milosevic for flippantly promising a speedy 
resolution of the Kosovo crisis were right. Today, it 1s 
obvious to perhaps everyone that there 1s nothing to this 
flippantly promised speed. I believed, for example, that 
all relevant factors in Yugoslavia must be aware that, as 
in all socialist countries, we will have to undertake 
serious changes in order for our economy to be efficient. 
You simply come to realize that even those who are not 
satisfied with the old model want to preserve it. 


{[DANAS] Have you also changed your position towards 
Yugoslavia’ 


{Mesic] I believed, and I still believe, that our political 
crisis can be resolved only by making Yugoslavia a 
confederation of sovereign states with certain joint func- 
tions that are agreed to on the basis of interests. How to 
realize this is a different question. Specifically, some 
people stubbornly refuse to fathom certain things that 
have already happened to others. For centuries, the 
Scandinavians waged war against each other, until they 
parted ways—and now they cooperate closely. And all 
over Europe, where people have individualized them- 
selves to an extrerne, there is now a longing for linkage, 
integration, and agreements are being reached on joint 
functions on the basis of interests. In our country, there 
iS ONCe again a desire to devise something that does not 
exist anywhere else. And the solutions are very simple: 
They lie in absolute national equality and in maximum 
democracy. If we accept that. then everything will be 
resolved. 
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[DANAS] It is predicted that the level of unemployment 
in Croatia will reach 400,000 before long, which will 
inevitably heighten social discontent. Something that 
can perhaps be survived only through international aid. 
But outside parties have made that conditional on sup- 
port by the republics for the federal prime minister's 
program. How does Croatia view this situation today? 


{Mesic] In its economic component, the opening up of 
the market to free enterprise, Ante Markovic’s program 
is absolutely acceptable. The only objection concerns the 
part relating to the centralization of power and 
resources. But I think that that too will be resolved 
quickly, because Markovic has already changed a | ttle in 
that regard. And it is true that there will be social 
problems. But the best way to solve them will be for us to 
achieve political peace as soon as possible so that they 
will not have to offer us aid; instead, foreign capital will 
come to us, as we get down to work, on the basis of 
interest. 


{[ DANAS] Since we're already talking about it, there are 
certain unpleasant retinues being pulled along behind 
certain people in the Croatian governing leadership, 
there is talk of dishonesty, financial embezzlement, and 
information has even been published in the press to the 
effect that some people in Italian political circles have 
been proscribed for insisting on a huge commission. At 
the same time, the government 1s also encumbered by 
certain people who are creating many problems for it 
through their tactless remarks, but towards whom it is 
clearly not reacting with oversensitivity. 


{[Mesic] It is a fact that people who have never engaged in 
politics do not have a sense of responsibility for the 
spoken word, and do not understand that it can have 
enormous consequences. Unreasonable demands are 
also heard from those who mean well but express them- 
selves poorly, are in too much of a hurry, or are nervous 
or don’t know how to express something. All of this 
complicates the political situation, but also identifies 
certain people who cannot engage in politics, and jobs 
are then sought for them where they can give more. 
Personally. I feel that the most dangerous people are 
those who want to turn politics into business. | support 
entrepreneurism, | have nothing against achieving max- 
imum profits through it, but based on one’s own work 
and capital. But for someone to realize profits through 
politics, | am against that with ali my heart. And so ts the 
party. We will oppose with all of our resources anyone 
about whom it has been established that they have taken 
advantage of state power for their own benefit. 


[DANAS] Since the first part of our interview, there have 
been tragic clashes in Borovo Selo. What do you have to 
say about that? 


{Mesic] I knew that the crisis would become more acute 
before 15 May and that this would happen in relay 
fashion. But I would not have even dreamed that crimes 
in the worst Chetnik manner would happen, because 
Croatian policemen were taken captive, massacred, and 
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killed by bullets fired in the back of the head. The script 
writers are obviously going all out, are not choosing their 
means, and are ready for anything. | believe that 
everyone will draw a lesson from this tragedy. That Serbs 
in Croatia will distance themselves from those who push 
them into such crimes, and together with the Croats both 
groups will solve their problems under democratic con- 
ditions. For the most part, it was Chetniks brought in 
from Serbia, Vojvodina, ard Kosovo who were involved 
in the crime. Also implicated here was official Serbia, 
because several days earlier a war-mongering speech was 
given in this region by Seselj, the Chetnik duke and 
leader of a party, deputy Paroski, and the minister for 
Serbs outside Serbia. This was probably the preface to 
this massacre. Official Serbia cannot be justified in any 
way, since it did not do anything to hinder the hordes of 
those who launch attacks in Croatia under the Chetnik 
emblem. 


Kiro Gligorov on Country's Situation 


9/B40671B Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 
Y May Yl p 7 


[Report by “D.N.”: “Kiro Gligorov on Cancellation of 
Visit to Canada and the United States, and the Situation 
in the Country: For Community of Sovereign States”] 


[Text] Skopje—Because of the well-known conditions in 
the country, Macedonian President Kiro Gligorov has 
postponed his scheduled visit to Canada and the United 
States for an unspecified time. In an interview published 
in tomorrow’s edition of the Skopje weekly PLUS, Kiro 
Gligorov told journalists from that weekly publication 
that all the republics are currently seeking complete 
ethnic encompassment, while Serbia still wants to build 
a modern federation with a concentration of certain 
functions that were not even the responsibility of the 
federation under the 1974 Constitution, and that these 
maximalist demands are absolutely impossible in this 
agitated Yugoslavia. This will only heighten conflict and 
lead to secessionism and civil war. 


Kiro Gligoroyv said that it is clear that in the future 
Yugoslav community the republics will jointly handle 
only those functions that are agreed to, and all other 
attempts will not result in an agreement. Yugoslavia 
would be neither a classic federation nor a classic con- 
federation. 


Gligorov says that he is in favor of a minimum of 
functions, which must be negotiated right now in order 
to preserve Yugoslavia, while each party would continue 
to live its life. Macedonia will organize a referendum if 
the Macedonian Parliament even decides on a refer- 
endum. A referendum will yield completely different 
results in various republics, results that will be impos- 
sible to reconcile. If the question were formulated cor- 
rectly, | would come out in favor of a Yugoslav commu- 
nity of sovereign states, says Gligoroy 


If Macedonia preserves internal peace and finds 
authentic solutions for interethnic relations and for 
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coexistence for everyone who lives in Macedonia, 
regardless of ethnic, religious, and other differences, the 
basis for a future Macedonia will be established. 


Gligorov says that it is of essential significance for 
relations between Serbia and Macedonia that immedi- 
ately after the war, at the first Serbian assembly. Serbia 
recognized Macedonia as a State, and that attempts by 
individual parties to deny the Macedonian nation and to 
declare Macedonia Serbian territory, claiming it was the 
site of the “capital of Emperor Dusan,” “of monaster- 
ies,” etc., will not have any predominant significance in 
Serbia. There is a deep-seated awareness among the 
majority of the Serbian people that the Macedonians 
have their own state and that it is possible to live and 
cooperate with the Macedonian people, Gligorov said. 


Micunovic on Milosevic, Human Rights, 
Democracy 


91BA0665A Belgrade NIN in Serbo-Croatian 
3 May 91 pp 16-19 


{Interview with Dr. Dragoljub Micunovic, professor and 
president of the Democratic Party, by Slobodan Reljic: 
place and date not given: “Milosevic Is Not Serbia™’| 


[Text] [Reljic] We might begin with your recent visit to 
the European Parliament in Strasbourg... 


{Micunovic] Serbia has in a way been isolated diplomat- 
ically. At the same time, there has been intensified 
activity by various groups from the other republics 
camping on the doorsteps of all the international orga- 
nizations: above all the European Parliament and the 
American Senate. 


At a dinner last winter jointly arranged by the Greek and 
American ambassadors, which was attended by Zoran 
Djindjic and |, a parliamentary group took interest in 
what we said. And they said: It would be good if you 
presented that in the European Parliament. In order to 
create an objective public opinion about Yugoslavia. 


[Reljic) Whose picture did you correct there: that of 
Serbia, the Serbs, or the Serbian regime? 


[Micunovic] I do not know that we, as an opposition, 
ever wanted to correct the picture of the regime. We were 
correcting the picture of Yugoslavia. That 1s the key 
question for us, and most of the talk was about that: 
What 1s happening with Yugoslavia, how is Yugoslavia 
to survive as a democratic community, without civil war, 
of course? 


[Relic] Who was more concerned about Yugoslavia— 
you or they? 


{Micunovic] It was equal. We saw eye to eye, and easily 
and quickly reached agreement. The Democratic Party 
has never concealed its aim of a democratic system for 
Yugoslavia because only that gives us a promise that we 
will not find ourselves under a heap of authoritarian 
rulers or a military regime. 
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[Reljic] And Serbia? 


[Micunovic] Changing the picture of Yugoslavia also 
changed the view of Serbia. At the outset, we had this 
stereotype: The democratic northwest and the southeast 
where the people are Orthodox, primitive, and authori- 
tarian and have an inborn love for communism. It 
naturally took a great deal of effort and goodwill on the 
other side to refute that purely in terms of facts. 


[Reljic] What was the response? 


[Micunovic] The Greeks and the French immediately 
understood it. For some people, it took a bit more 
explanation. It should not be forgotten, for example, that 
Otto von Hapsburg heads one commission of the Euro- 
pean Parliament concerning Yugoslavia. You can just 
imagine how he looks upon the historical role of Serbia 
in World War I and World War II. It was fortunate for us 
that we turned up after the events in March. The strength 
of the opposition’s resistance in Belgrade, in Serbia, 
surprised them all. 


[Relic] And the attitude toward Kosovo? 


[Micunovic] Even today. Kosovo is one of the most 
important parameters in their view of Yugoslavia. The 
facts are that there is no parliament there, many impor- 
tant institutions are inoperative, and a large number of 
schoolchildren and university students are not attending 
class.... That leaves a disturbing impression. Europe is 
very sensitive in that regard. Human rights are an 
essential measure of political democratization. Since 
World War I], human rights have become international- 
ized, and there is no sovereignty in which every republic 
apportlions rights to participants as it sees fit. That has 
been standardized. Anyone who fails to realize that is in 
full conflict with the world public and with international 
organizations. 


[Reljic] And how did you explain that to them? 


[Micunovic] We said: Fine, the children are not going to 
school, but we must ask ourselves why the children are 
not going to school? They do not recognize the textbooks 
of the Republic of Serbia. Fine, the Parliament is not 
sitting. Why? Because it does not recognize the Republic 
of Serbia. They do not have representatives in the 
Yugoslav Parliament. Why? Because they boycotted the 
elections... 


[Relic] The Croatian press frequently boasts of the 
support which the Tudjman regime has in the world. 
However, what the public is less aware of is that it is 
mainly the support of the extreme right. What kind of 
people did you meet? 


[Micunovic] Above all, democratic and liberal parties. 
That 1s, with the European right-center. We are, of 
course, Open to anything a bit to the left or right. But 
absolutely no extremes. The Italian Christian Demo- 
crats, Say, the New Democracy which is in power in 
Greece. 
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[Reljic] You corrected the picture of Serbia, but would 1 
not have been more normal for an opposition party to go 
there and add just a bit more black paint to Milosevic? 


{Micunovic] That would be good logic assuming thal we 
consider that Milosevic is Serbia. It is true that we did 
present some critical views as well. Concerning the 
economic reforms, with respect to freedom of the 
media... 


[Reljic] What do they know in Europe about the Serbs in 
Croatia? 


{Micunovic] At the moment, that takes place ahead of 
Kosovo for them. I was surprised. The reason ts probably 
that this is seen as the most dangerous hotbed for a 
possible outbreak of civil war. There was a question 
there about what was referred to as the secession of 
Krajina.... We argued that that is a problem of Yugosla- 
via’s legal system. The idea of sovereignty here dates 
from the 19th century, when everyone had the right to 
define his conception of the state, to withdraw from any 
State, 10 ignore treaties, when any constitutional order 
could be destroyed.... We told them that the republics 
had started that, and then the regions.... Once that logic 
comes into play, every village can proclaim itself a state 
without a thought. I must say that Krajina has greatly 
spoiled the picture of Tudjyman’s regime. And Belgrade 
also received a great deal of publicity. The Belgrade 
young people. university students, the opposition. 


[Relic] The socialist Aleksandar Prlja was in Strasbourg 
at the same time...and so it appeared that the Democrats 
and Socialists were again acting in collusion.... 


{Micunovic] If that was once again, | do not know when 
the first time was! 


{Reljic] We will tell you when we think of when the first 
time was, but after you answer the question about Mr. 
Prija. 


{Micunovic] All right. Mr. Prlja told me in passing tn the 
Parliament that some institute of the university | 1 Stras- 
bourg wanted me to deliver a lecture there. | told him 
that on that occasion | had no intention of doing so. 
Later, Mr. Prlja’s secretary called to give me the topic of 
that lecture. | found it a bit strange that I was not 
contacted directly by the institution, which is customary. 
| again said that I could not do it. I was astonished to 
read in the newspaper that he was also coming there. We 
never met. There was some invitation stating that he and 
| would speak there. We therefore had to deny that 
report. 


[Relic] So, to get back to the relationship between you 
and the Socialists. Milosevic has the president of the 
Assembly, he has the prime minister, he has the police 
minister, but the main man with whom he wis dealing in 
the March events, at least according to wha! reached the 
public. was you—the president of one of the most 
influential opposition parties. 
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[Micunovic] First, it is a normal thing in the world that 
there must be contacts between the various political 
groupings, even those opposing one another. There will 
have to be many more such agreements. To get that out 
of the way first. We immediately suspect that when two 
men get together, either One 1s Out to get the other, or 
they are both out to get a third person. 


[Reljic] We are asking you about those “intense” 
moments. 


{Micunovic] That 1s the second part, now we will take 
that up: When the university students came out onto 
Terazye, they called me at midnight, and I went to speak. 
1 then led their delegation to wake up Unkovic. | was 
their emissary as it were. At that point, I refused our 
going to anyone other than Unkovic because he ts 
president of the Assembly, and | am a member of that 
Assembly. The next morning I was summoned by the 
president of the republic. very dramatically, 1 was to 
come as soon as possible. 


{Reljic] Did he make the telephone call himself? 


{[Micunovic] No, his secretary. | presented the views of 
the university students to him. Milosevic was very 
disturbed as to the situation’s development. The tanks 
had been and gone, but the demonstrations were still 
there. In response to their demands, | demanded the 
guarantee that no force would be used against the uni- 
versity students. | said that this was a condition for any 
discussion between us. He showed an understanding for 
that. But he did not want to even hear about firing 
Mitevic, nor about releasing Vuk from prison. 


[Reljic] What reasons did he give in the case of Mitevic? 


{[Micunovic] He said that he would feel very awkward 
because of moral obligations to those people, if he now 
assumed the role of releasing them. | warned him that 
the university students certainly would not leave Ter- 
azije while those people remained. In the case of Vuk, he 
said that he could not intervene because our judiciary 1s 
completely independ nt and it must do its job. 


[Reljic] Were any other options considered? 


{Micunovic] A very great danger threatened because of 
that rally near the mouth of the Sava. And because tt was 
evident that the university students trusted me, that they 
had given me a good reception, he proposed that it would 
be good, presumably like Patriarch Pavle, for me to 
appeal to them to disperse. And for me to make a speech 
at the mouth of the Sava that would be conciliatory to 
everyone. That, of course, | refused. | was part of that 
rally on Terazye, and I could not belong to that other one 
as well. He understood that. 


[Reljic] Who else attended that meeting? 


[Micunovic] In the morning, | was alone. Later, Bora 
Petrovic joined us 


[Reljic] When did you meet the president again? 
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{Micunovic] There was another request for him to 
receive a student delegation. He consented, and | went 
and told the students that. An hour later, the students— 
Jokanovic and the others—came back and told me: “He 
deceived us. He did not receive our delegation, but 
rather he received some Nikacevic.” J called him on the 
phone and told him: “You said that you would receive 
the delegation of students, and you received administra- 
tors.” 


He said he was very busy, that he did not have much 
tume. I said: “I do not know, but in that case the first 
request has not been fulfilled. They do not acknowledge 
it.” Then he told me: “Fine, all mght, let them come.” 
They came to my office in the Assembly—Jokanovic and 
the other three—and they asked me to go with them. So, 
| was their man in that matter the whole time. 


[Reljic] Then that was your third meeting that day? 


[Micunovic] Actually, the second. Bora joined the first 
right at the end. I was silent in that second meeting. I let 
the students do the talking. Milosevic told them that it 
was not within his power to remove editors, nor to 
release paper from prison. At that point, I said that | 
accepted those arguments, but then it also meant that he 
would not intervene to keep those editors on if the 
Assembly demanded their resignations. 


[Reljic] Did you get a promise? 


{Micunovic] | took him, as they say, at his word. That 1s 
how it should be. And then I went off to the Assembly, I 
spoke with Unkovic and Bora Petrovic. Bora told 
Mitevic that we were asking for his resignation in the 
name of the Assembly. At first, he refused. We began to 
haggle. At the last moment, those telegrams arrived. 
Then Unkovic was also insisting on this with more vigor. 


So, those were my meetings with Milosevic. 


[Reljic] To television viewers, you appeared to be an 
emissary arriving with his message. And the deputies 
also seemed to have seen you in that light: As though you 
were informing them what the president was thinking. 


| Micunovic] Well, of course. I had been to see him twice. 
They had not been in any contact whatsoever. So it ts 
clear that I left some impression on them along those 
lines. 


[Reljic] Did you have any meetings with the authorities 
on 9 March? 


[Micunovic] No, none at all. When we broke through 
that cordon, I stopped right in front of “The Horse.” 
And then they hit us with tear gas. And it was my bad 
luck that one canister exploded right in front of my foot. 
So I fainted... 


[Relic] How do you look upon 9 March today? 


{Micunovic] The demonstrations, at least under the 
condition of our involvement in them, went peacefully. 
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It is an illusion that a mass of 50,000 or 80,000 people 
can be broken up with water and tear gas. with dogs and 
horses.... That is all an absurdity! 


[Reljic] Why was there a conflict between you and Vuk 
immediately after those events? 


[Micunovic] I was astonished when Vuk, immediately 
after getting cut of prison, gave an interview to 
VJESNIK in which he made references more or less to 
the effect that I had saved Milosevic. First, that was 
quite improper, and second, it was untrue. The truth ts 
only that I, in my meetings with Milosevic, insisted most 
vigorously on Vuk’s release from prison. That is why | 
demanded an apology from him which to this day I have 
not received. 


[Reljic] What are the relations between the Democratic 
Party and the SPO [Serbian Renewal Movement] today? 


[Micunovic] As for the parties, we have not done any- 
thing to hurt those relations. We are still collaborating. | 
would, of course, be the last man who would do anything 
to weaken the opposition. 


{Reljic] How about that letter of Djindjic to SRPSKA 
REC and their reply? 


[Micunovic] SRPSKA REC initiated a campaign against 
the Democratic Party. Slander, irresponsible articles. We 
wrote them a very friendly letter. The first answer we 
received from that internal letter was signed by Rakitic, 
and he beat a bit about the bush. It said that they had 
nothing to do with SRPSKA REC, that the newspaper 
was independent. That, of course. 1s not true; the party's 
entire leadership is on the editorial staff of that news- 
paper. But one day another letter turned up in the 
newspaper speaking ironically about certain ultimatums. 
In my Opinion, it was aimed at a parting of the ways 
between these parties. Whose idea it was, how it came 
about, and what the upshot was, I do not know. 


[Reljic] Can one speak about a disintegration of the 
United Opposition? 


[Micunovic] | think not. But it will take some time for 
those relations to become civil. The membership does 
not want that falling out, and our parliamentary groups 
are also getting along well. I personally will not do 
anything to exacerbate relations further. Vuk Draskovic 
attacked me in Jagodina, but even now I would not want 
that to be seen as just any attack on just anyone. 


[Reljic] Did the Democratic Party emerge as the main 
winner from the March events? 


{Micunovic] Well, that seems to be the general impres- 
sion. And certain polls have done something to 
encourage that. And this has harmed us to some extent. 
There has been jealousy and insinuations. Nevertheless, 
we showed ourselves to be a resolute and persistent 
opposition party. At the same time, without any 
extremist outbursts whatsoever. We showed ourselves to 
be tolerant. 
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[Reljic] That is not quite true. The establishment of the 
Serbian Liberal Party swept your cause under the carpet. 
You had a group of people within the party who thought 
differently. and you were unable to reach an under- 
Standing with them democratically. You were not able to 
hold on to them.... 


[Micunovic] | do not know whether we were unable to 
keep them. They attacked the party’s leadership: They 
said that we had gotten offices from Milosevic. that we 
had been given 70 seats promised by Milosevic. The 
executive Committee and main committee judged that to 
be slander. Matters of that kind are voted on in the Main 
Committee in the Democratic Party. They ended up in 
the minority. During the election campaign. | personally 
Suggested to them all that they run. | proposed that 
Cavoski run for president of the republic. the others to 
run for deputy. Cavoski did not want to. but Sasa 
Petrovic and some others agreed to run. 


[Reljic] Why did they actually separate from the party? 


[Micunovic] They separated when they realized that they 
could not enlarge that group within the party. And they 
formed a new party in order to lead the fight against their 
former party. From the outset. the position of our party 
has been—and will be—to completely ignore that. What 
influence they are having on the leadership of the Ser- 
bian Renewal Movement I do not know. If they have an 
influence, that will be very bad for the SPO leadership 
itself. 


[Reljic] Nevertheless. Djindjic has just made a statement 
for NIN to the effect that Nikola Milosevic 1s a patho- 
logical case. 


[Micunovic] Dyjindjic probably lost his cool. As far as | 
am concerned. he cannot ruffle me even with 2.000 
articles 


[Reljic] Nikola Milosevic has said in an interview that 
before the elections Slobodan Vuckovic was distributirg 
a leaflet at Savski Venac which said: “Milosevic your 
president. Vuckovic your deputy.” 


[Micunovic] That was an intrigue. Someone in America 
sent a private telex to a tnend and wrote: “In Savsk 
Venac. vote for two Slobodans. Milosevic and Vuck- 
ovic.” And then that friend made copies and stuffed 
them in the mailboxes in his building. That was an 
excerpt from the telex. Neither could Vuckovic have 
been able to distribute leaflets of that kind. nor does it 
make any sense that we would behave in that way 


[Reljic] Vuckovic’s role later. in the Survey Commission 
Concerning the March Events. was strange. Did he sign 
that report with the consent of the party. and then later 
judge that to be a mistake. or did he do that on his own. 
which 1s again. you will admit. strange? 


[Micunovic] During those lengthy discussions. Vuckovic 
was in a way left to himself. At that point. | was in 
Sarajevo. What he was concentrating on was a bit in the 
way of a lawyer. to refute those assertions that were most 
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untrue. He was a bit taken in in that matter. But 
Vuckovic was not the only one to which that happened. 
but the same thing happened to the SPO representative 
Nikovic. who was also a lawyer, one who ts very experi- 
enced. And when we received the report on the survey, 
then as a party we concluded that he had made a 
mistake. The party cannot stand behind that. But he had 
an imperative mandate. That was greeted with a great 
deal of malicious relish. It was embarrassing for Vuck- 
ovic himself. To sign. and then to withdraw his signa- 
ture... But in normal political situations. such a thing 1s 
normal and the view of the party decides. 


[Reljic] To what extent did March help in finally 
resolving the decisive question for the Serbian nation? Is 
democracy above everything. even above the nation- 
ality? 


[Micunovic] I think that issue 1s not yet decided. There 1s 
sull vacillation among the intellectuals, and indeed even 
with the people. Nevertheless, after 9 March there 1s a 
stronger voice to the effect that we should create a 
democratic public. democratic institutions, a democratic 
State. and then resolve all issues. including the nation- 
ality issue. within that framework. 


[Reljic] Relations between the Serbs from Serbia and 
Serbs who have come from elsewhere 1s now a current 
topic. Your parents came from Montenegro” 


[Micunovic] Everyone came from somewhere. | have 
read somewhere that only one of the dukes in the First 
and Second Serbian Uprising had origins in Serbia that 
went far back. They all came from Montenegro and 
Hercegovina. 


[Reljic] And now they are beginning to take samples of 
our blood and to see whether you were born here or “on 
the other side.” We are interested in how much that 
segment of the Serbian nation living outside Serbia 1s 
influencing the situation throughout the nationality” 


[Micunovic] Well, it 1s. of course, having a very great 
influence. That feeling of collective security is much 
more highly developed in Bosnia and in Croatia. Their 
historical sentiments tell them that they could be threat- 
ened solely because of the nationality to which they 
belong. and then it is natural that that feeling should be 
much stronger there and that there the democratic idea 1s 
pushed aside by the interest of the nationality. It 1s a 
quite different situation im Serbia, which has not had 
those experiences. In my opinion, that can be dispelled 
only by creating security for everyone. through democ- 
ratization of the entire country. Only when it becomes 
unimportant what nationality to which you belong. only 
then will that fear disappear. But at the moment that fear 
1S a real fact 


[Relic] Can the Croats solve the problem of their 
statehood and independence without the Serbs” 


[Micunovic] If you are thinking of a democratic alterna- 
tive. then they certainly cannot. The Serbs and Croats 
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have been thrust upon one another. There must be civil 
peace, legal security, a system and good relations. 


{Reljic] Can the referendum which our republic leaders 
are announcing solve anything? 


[Micunovic] I think that this was a hasty idea. If it is to 
be a referendum by republics, it would be very harmful. 
It would confederalize Yugoslavia even more. | would be 
astonished if anyone in Serbia consented to such an 
alternative. That idea would make sense only when all 
other possibilities for seeking a political solution for 
Yugoslavia, for reconstruction of this state, have been 
exhausted. 


{Reljic] It is interesting that Milosevic nevertheless con- 
sented to that. Have you taken part in any consultations 
on that? 


[Micunovic] No. We have insisted the whole time that 
that discussion be conducted in the parliaments. 


[Reljic] Now that we have mentioned Milosevic, it is 
said that he is shaken and weakened, but that he will 
nevertheless run Serbia for a long time yet. 


[Micunovic] It is quite certain that Milosevic’s charisma 
is eroding. The opposition has become stronger, and at 
the same time ferment has also begun within his party. 
We ordinarily do not know how long he will be in nower. 
The greatest surprises are always possible in those things. 


{Reljic] You say that you do not believe that civil war 
can occur, and every night there are 50,000 armed 
people in this country going into the woods—the Serbs in 
Krajina, the Croatian police, the Slovenian border 
guards, the Serbian police in Kosovo, the people in the 
Sandzak, the people in Bosnia and Lika. 


[Micunovic] So long as there is an organized army, civil 
war 1s not possible. Which means that the Army must 
first fall apart. The second condition is that the people 
desire war. I think that we are behaving a bit like people 
in an operetta, we are not completely controlling our 
statements, our words, our threats, our forecasts. We are 
making a terrible amount of noise, we threaten a great 
deal of slaughter, but when you add it all up, more of our 
people are victims of traffic accidents than of any 
incident. It will take much more fanaticism, passion, 
hopelessness, and other things for people to get involved 
in a civil war. Third, we live in an environment which ts 
opposed to civil war. I do not know to what Mitterand 
was referring when he said “every means,” he presum- 
ably was not thinking immediately of occupation, but in 
any case Starting a civil war would not be an option. 


[Reljic] Do you think that the peak of tension in Yugo- 
slavia has passed? 


{[Micunovic] I think it is passing. I think the view has 
now been taken that Yugoslavia must find a peaceful 
way. This has been accepted even by those who were the 
fiercest advocates of separatism. This can be seen in the 
case of Slovenia. Let me explain my optimism in more 
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detail: | came to realize from all those talks, in Stras- 
bourg and even earlier, that those others have an interest 
in our not falling apart. 


{Reljic] What is the European interest? 


{[Micunovic] First, they do not want any hole in the 
European integration that would separate the European 
south from the center. At the same time, any conflict in 
Yugoslavia would cause disintegration in the European 
Community. Everyone would have his cheering section. 
The Germans might root for one side, the French for 
another. That war virus would be carried over to them. 
To them, that is inconceivable and unnecessary because 
all the European political integrations are simply fol- 
lowing its economic integrations [and the question is] to 
be or not to be on the market in competition with Japan 
and America. And third, and this has been demonstrated 
by the case of the Kurds: What is to be done with 
refugees? Civil war in Yugoslavia would send two mil- 
lion Yugoslavs fleeing immediately. 


[Reljic] Nevertheless, there are two processes taking 
place in Europe.... 


[Micunovic] Clearly, on the one hand there is European 
economic integration. That is the direction of the former 
socialist countries, we among them. They all see their 
only chance in establishing some kind of ties with 
Europe. The political integration of the West is keeping 
pace with those developments, but East Europe, as we 
see, IS going in the Opposite direction—political disinte- 
gration. West Europe cannot follow that contradictori- 
ness. Accordingly, we have to make a choice: If we want 
to be carried away with what we should have done in the 
19th century—those states, those sovereignties—then let 
us do it. But we must be aware that we are going against 
history and that we are no longer swimming with the 
current. That is why, for example, Yeltsin was given a 
very poor reception in the European Community. He 
was attacked precisely because of his separatistic visions, 
the breakup of the Soviet Union. And Ante Markovic 
has, of course, realized that and come out with the idea 
of rescuing Yugoslavia. That is why Ante Markovic has 
for the first time stated very precisely that he is com- 
mitted to federal elections. So, that signifies an under- 
standing of those trends. His economic policy, of course, 
still has shortcomings. But that political direction is 
clear. At the same time, Jovic’s report was apocalyptic, 
but even in that political sense of his vision of Yugo- 
slavia, he is today closer to a joint solution than it 
appeared. When you put those two programs together, 
you realize that a consensus concerning a democratic 
state is slowly forming. And that is something that is 
slowly beginning to fill me with optimism. 


New POLITIKA Editors, Staff Appointed 


91BA0679A Belgrade POLITIKA in Serbo-Croatian 
Ss May Q] p g 


[Article by U.R.: “POLITIKA Management Reinvigo- 
rated and Rejuvenated”—first paragraph is POLITIKA 
introduction] 
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[Text] One new deputy chief editor position has been 
created, and experienced but generally much younger 
editors have been assigned to the most important posi- 
tions On the editorial staff. Greater attention to be paid 
to reinvigorating the staff of POLITIKA writers. Further 
modernization and opening to permanent sources of 
press agency information from abroad are forthcoming. 
Solidarity with POLITIKA correspondents in endan- 
gered areas of the country. High level of agreement at a 
very well attended editorial staff meeting at which Dr. 
Aleksandar Prlja announced the changes 


The new chief and managing editor of POLITIKA 
announced yesterday at a very well attended meeting of 
the POLITIKA editorial staff a decision to reorganize 
the POLITIKA management, and made public a series of 
innovations and changes that will have a significant 
impact on the information content of the newspaper and 
its Organization, and will also promote further progress 
based on the best democratic and journalistic traditions 
of POLITIKA. These are the traditions of a newspaper 
receptive to all shades of opinion and information, but 
elevated above base political intrigues, divisions, and 
conflicts wherever they could be harmful to the reputa- 
tion of POLITIKA. 


The changes are of several kinds, but the most important 
ones, of course, are those in the management of the 
newspaper and the ones designed to reinvigorate the 
editorial staff. As is known, because the position of 
director of the POLITIKA News and Publishing Enter- 
prise was recently separated from that of the chief and 
managing editor of the newspaper POLITIKA, there will 
be two deputy chief editor positions at the top of the 
POLITIKA editorial staff. The position of second 
deputy chief editor will be filled by a junior editor from 
the POLITIKA school of journalism (previous deputy 
editor Dragan Pajic will concern himself with relations 
between the newspaper POLITIKA and factors outside 
the newspaper itself, and with certain other purely jour- 
nalistic Operations in the editorial office). This second 
deputy will have direct authority over the best daily 
departments of the newspaper POLITIKA, as well as the 
task of preparing measures for innovation of practical 
editorial work and improvement in content and topi- 
cality. The chief editor announced that this position will 
be filled promptly. 


Among other things, the decision was announced that 
previous Latin American correspondent Momcilo Pan- 
telic is to be appointed as editor of POLITIKA with 
broad authority and with no restrictions as to depart- 
ments. 


A new chief of the domestic politics and economy 
department has also been appointed. He is Radivoje 
Petrovic, previously a commentator for the domestic 
politics column and a member of the younger generation 
of editors. Verica Rupar, one of the most talented 
representatives of the younger generation of POLITIKA 
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journalists, has been appointed editor of the political 
column. Rodoljub Geric continues as editor of the eco- 
nomics column. 


The new editor of the entire cultural department is the 
long-time film and book critic and newsman of our paper 
Milan Vlajcic. The chief of the daily cultural column and 
his deputy is Rayko Dyjuric, a well-known writer, philos- 
opher, and journalist who did this job in the past with 
memorable success. Radovan Popovic continues as 
editor of the Saturday cultural supplement. 


The new chief of POLITIKA’s correspondent’s column 
is Vladislav Mandic, previously editor of the political 
column. Mandic earned a high reputation as a member 
of the editorial staff, especially among correspondents in 
Yugoslavia, by his previous work, in particular when he 
was editor of the correspondents’ column. He is well 
remembered for his major contribution to development 
of POLITIKA’s traditionally important and good net- 
work of correspondents in Yugoslavia. 


If the current foreign politics editor of the newspaper. 
Borko Gvozdenovic, accepts an offer to become the 
permanent Moscow correspondent of POLITIKA in the 
near future (his answer will be known in a few days; there 
are family considerations involved), the new editor of 
the foreign politics department will be Zarko Rakic, one 
of the youngest editors in the history of POLITIKA. As 
of today. the daily operations editor of the foreign 
politics column is Radislav Djuk, also a representative of 
the younger generation. If the current editor stays in 
Belgrade. Zarko Rakic will be appointed assistant chief 
editor, as was announced yesterday at the editorial staff 
meeting. In any event, in the immediate future he must 
ensure widening of information sources to include for- 
eign agencies that POLITIKA will use in the future, 
directly and at its own discretion, rather than through 
TANJUG as has been the case in the past. This will 
naturally require adjustment of the work of part of the 
editorial staff, and entails certain expenses, but it will be 
carried out as available resources permit. 


Also as a result of the decisions announced yesterday, a 
special group of high-quality POLITIKA writers is to be 
established; these writers will not be assigned to special 
columns and departments. This group currently includes 
well-known POLITIKA names such as Vasko Ivanovic, 
Miroslav Lazanski, and Vlada Stefanovic, soon to be 
joined by one or two more writers for other POLITIKA 
publications. 


Slobodan Akeksendric, previously assistant chief editor 
of POLITIKA, has been named as the new permanent 
correspondent of the newspaper in Rome. Dragoslav 
Rancic will continue as our permanent correspondent in 
Germany, but with his headquarters in Bonn. The pre- 
vious Bonn correspondent, Miroslav Siojanovic, is 
returning to work in the editorial office as foreign 
politics commentator, after highly successful work in 
Germany. 
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Our permanent correspondents in Cairo and Harar are 
also to be replaced soon. As was announced yesterday, 
their place will be taken by younger but well-tested 
newsmen from POLITIKA’s editorial staff. 


Decisions regarding additional organization and _ per- 
sonnel strengthening of the board, the Belgrade column, 
the sports column, and the women’s page, the “Between 
Ourselves” column, and other permanent columns with 
a long tradition and high standing among readers, will be 


announced in June. Blagoje Ilic will continue as editor of 


the special features column. 


All these changes were accepted by the editorial staff 


with virtually unanimous approval and support. After 
the meeting, there was a modest cocktail party for all the 
newsmen. It was marked by a very cordial and com- 
radely atmosphere. 


SPS Official on Rumors of Rifts Within Party 


91BA0678A Belgrade POLITIKA in Serbo-Croatian 
12 May 91 p 12 


{Interview with Rados Smiljkovic, Socialist Party of 


Serbia member, by Dragan Radevic: place and date not 
given: “You Get Used to Life With Disagreements”— 
first paragraph is POLITIKA introduction] 


[Text] According to Dr. Rados Smiljkovic, there are 
differences of opinion and disagreements in the SPS 
{Socialist Party of Serbia] because it could not be other- 
wise. Group dynamics is a normal phenomenon in a 
democratic party. Getting used to power under demo- 
cratic conditions. 


Following its convincing victory in multiparty elections. 
the Socialist Party of Serbia finds itself faced with major 
obligations and responsibilities. New problems are con- 
stantly arising during these very critical and eventful 
times, and there are no quick solutions or answers to any 
of them. In a situation such as this, everything that a 
governing party does is subjected to severe public criti- 
cism. 


In recent days there have been frequent reports about a 
rift in the Socialist Party of Serbia. Precisely what 1s 
happening? 


In response to this question, Dr. Rados Smiljkovic, a 
member of the SPS Executive Committee, states that it is 
normal to have a clash of opinions and steadily 
mounting criticism in a party that lays claim to the 
democratic inheritance of the Serbian Socialists. To 
some who have grown accustomed to a completely 
obedient attitude in the party, he says, this looks like 
conflict. Naturally, the persons who would benefit from 
it are making the greatest contribution to creation of a 
divisive atmosphere, especially persons in opposition 
parties who are bothered by a large and strong SPS. 


According to Smiljkovic, there are differences of opinion 
and disagreements in the SPS. He does not know how it 
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could be otherwise when a search is made for right 
decisions. In addition, in view of the problems to be 
solved, he personally still believes that there are no 
major disagreements. All that need be done is to wait for 
broader and deeper discussion when confrontation by 
the consequences of the political, economic, and social 
solutions imposed has a direct effect on individual strata 
of society. 


Labels and Disqualifications 


{Radevic] Prominent Belgrade weeklies recently pub- 
lished the names of members of allegedly dogmatic 
(including yours, by the way) and democratic factions in 
the SPS. The former, according the newspapers, are 
blocking changes and hampering the work of the 
Assembly, while the latter are hampering the former. 


[Smiljkovic] My published books bear witness to my 
decisions and orientations at different times. Now, how- 
ever, it turns out that persons are being classified as 
dogmatists who made up the enterprising nucleus in the 
process of democratizing Serbia in recent years and of 
correcting the errors made in the past (return to univer- 
sity departments of professors dismissed earlier, rehabil- 
itation of the Serbian Academy of Science and Art, 
intervention by the party in culture, the economy, and so 
forth). Now it enhances the prospects of the free marke- 
teers to eliminate opponents and competitors by labeling 
them as Bolsheviks, dogmatists, and the like. 


A Contest for Positions 


In reality, this is done by persons who have lost privi- 
leges and power in these democratic changes, or ones 
who have been denied the rights and opportunities for 
dealing in the interests of the Serbian people. They are 
some of the people who lost in the multiparty elections. 
This noise 1s like the one that proclaims Serbia to be 
Bolshevik, even though it was long declared to be run by 
Chetniks. This must be understood as the democratic 
area widens. 


{Radevic] Smiljkovic then stated that in the party some 
people want to realize their ambitions at any cost. A 
typical example in this connection is that of persons who 
for various reasons delay entering a political contest for 
positions, and the many who learned a great deal while 
they were dependent on like-minded people who were 
their superiors. They also include persons who offer their 
services to every regime and its supporters, and now 
offer their services by trying to demonstrate that the 
persons who initiated the democratic processes are dog- 
matists. 


A well-known Serbian writer recently extended the alle- 
gation about the splitting of the SPS into two factions to 
include the statement that it is necessary to cooperate 
with “the one on the right wing.” 


[Smiljkovic] You had best ask this writer directly specif- 
ically what he had in mind. It is true that all democratic 
parties have a right wing and a left wing. And they always 
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define themselves as being close to the center. Similarly, 
Other parties consider themselves to be closer to the 
people and the country. 


There Is No Single Solution 


{Radevic] The modern parties of the left have also freed 
themselves from democratic centralism. Do the different 
opinions and differences accordingly qualify as devia- 
tions and formation of factions? 


{[Smiljkovic] In a democratic party group dynamics is a 
normal phenomenon, something that is not character- 
istic Of democratic centralism. This dynamic process 
should be more intensive in the SPS, and decision- 
making by majority vote is an unavoidable principle. 
Group dynamics should not be associated with negative 
consequences, even though it is not unnatural to expect 
them. 


{[Radevic] What are the key questions around which the 
most heated arguments revolve in the SPS? 


[Smiljkovic] There are noticeable differences of opinion 
in the area of economic development, mostly the ques- 
tions of changing property relationships and the territo- 
rial divison of Serbia. We have not yet discussed the 
division into districts, but we do have comments on the 
proposal that the government has made. There are also 
the differences regarding social policy. However, these 
differences are not insurmountable. I think that we will 
have to get used to living with differences. The nature of 
the SPS implies this, because in real life only one good 
solution does not exist. 


[Radevic] Why is it that the most responsible persons in 
the SPS leadership rarely appear in public and fail to 
respond to the frequent attacks, including unsubstanti- 
ated ones? 


[Smiljkovic] There are two kinds of reasons for such an 
impression. After the elections, we were preoccupied 
with the business of organizing and orienting our people 
under the new conditions of democratic authority. We 
were confronted by a dilemma as regards the number of 
persons in the party leadership who should appear in 
public, in view of the fact that this is done also by our 
members holding responsible positions in the govern- 
ment. I am convinced that we have now recovered from 
these infantile disorders of a governing party. We can no 
longer content ourselves with merely answering attacks. 


[Radevic] Does the SPS really exert a predominant 
influence on the public information media in Serbia? 


[Smiljkovic] It does not exert as much influence as it 
should. A stroll through the Knez-Mihailovo would show 
that mostly the periodicals of other parties are on sale in 
the newspaper kiosks. The periodicals with the largest 
circulation, along with radio and television in Belgrade. 
give the greatest coverage to parties with deputies in the 
Assembly. It is not right for them to disregard the others, 
including several left-wing parties. 
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[Radevic] What will the main directions of SPS action be 
in the near future? 


{[Smiljkovic] In first place is the struggle to establish 
peace in Yugoslavia so that the outcome of interethnic 
and political relationships will be reached by a demo- 
cratic process and without further catastrophes. At .he 
same level is solving the problem of starting an economic 
boom, so that people can work and make a living wage. 
We will also work to expand the party, both in the area of 
the party program and in the sphere of political organi- 
zation. 


|Box, p 12] 
The Time for Making Enemies Has Passed 


Everyone needs more of the new political sophistication, 
which excludes intolerance, disqualification, the old 
one-dimensional black-and-white divisions of persons in 
a party into unyielding and flexible ones. The propo- 
nents of the new democracy should understand that the 
time has passed for seeking the enemies of democracy, 
dissidents, and purges in the party. People elect parties, 
and when these parties do not please them, they create 
new ones, according to Smiljkovic. 


{Box, p 12] 


Inaction Only Apparent 


Even though we are not all that satisfied with postelec- 
tion activity, | think that there is only an appearance of 
inaction. After the elections, the SPS was placed in a 
radically new situation in relation to the party and the 
single-party system. The organization should have been 
harmonized with the new conditions, under which the 
center of political life is in the National Assembly of 
Serbia. 


Inasmuch as inner party life is closed to the public under 
multiparty conditions, mystification is inevitable, and 
the phenomena accompanying it are rumors of conflicts 
and rifts, according to Smiljkovic 


Daily Speculates on Why Radivojevic Resigned 
AU 2105075691 Belgrade POLITIKA in Serbo-Croatian 
15 May 91 p6 


[Report by I. Anojcic: “Why Did Radivojevic Tender 
His Resignation?” } 


[Excerpt] Velimir Radivojevic, vice president of the 
Croatian government, has tendered his resignation to the 
Assembly of Serbia. However, this was not discussed at 
today’s assembly session. According to the rules of 
procedure, the resignation will be discussed at the next 
assembly session. Journalists’ curiosity was not satisfied 
yesterday either, as neither the president nor any of the 
four vice presidents of the government appeared during 
the morning part of the session, even though one of the 
points on the agenda was: the Program of the Govern- 
ment. As we have unofficially learned, the president and 
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the vice president of the government were at the regular 
consultations with the president of the republic. 


We have unofficially learned that Radivojevic did not 
have a direct motive to tender his resignation and that he 
thought it was senseless to perform a job in which he 
could not do anything concrete. His colleague ministers 
say that he was extremely principled and that they did 
not know anything about his departure until the very last 
minute. The president of the government was probably 
the only one who knew about Radivojevic’s resignation. 
However, there is also the view that the reason for 
resigning was Radivojevic’s salary of 23,000 dinars. 
which is the amount he had been receiving since 11 
February when he assumed the post of vice president of 
the government, after having been the president of the 
Economic Chamber of Yugoslavia in Moscow, where his 
Salary must have been considerably higher. Before that 
he was the director of the Prva Petoljetka of Trstenik and 
the director of the association of arms and military 
equipment producers of Yugoslavia. [passage Omitted] 


Status of Croatian Minorities in Republics 


Y]1B406414 Zagreb DANAS in Serbo-Croatian 
30 Apr 91 pp 7-10 


{Article by Marya Kraljic, including boxed inserts by 
Zvonko Perusic and Fahrudin Radoncic: “How To Pre- 
serve the Name™] 


[Text] If the well-known sentence to the effect that Serbia 
is Where the Serbs are was applied to the Croats, how far 
the borders of Croatia would extend: According to the 
census taken 10 years ago, outside their parent republic 
there are Croats in almost all opstinas of the federal 
State. While the fact that the Serbs are the Yugoslav 
nationality most widespread in Yugoslavia is used as the 
main argument for changing republic borders, it 1s for- 
gotten that the most Croatian opstinas, such as Grude 
and Posusje, for example. where the population is more 
than 97 percent Croat. are outside Croatia. If, taking 
their lead from their neighbors in the so-called Krajina., 
the Hercegovinians alone attempted to join Croatia, the 
demographic situation would become almost inextri- 
cably entangled. The motley pattern of ethnic colors and 
relations, especially in the central portion of Yugoslavia, 
imposes, it would seem, only one solution—the republic 
borders must be respected. 


Nowhere in the world, especially not in multinational 
communities, is it possible to entirely encompass the 
ethnos. So it 1s in Yugoslavia. The Serbs are the most 
numerous nationality in Yugoslavia (8.140.507). Serbia 
is the largest republic, there are Serbs in all opstinas in 
Yugoslavia, and more than 1.9 million Serbs live outside 
of Serbia. The Serbs have the highest representation in 
the Army, the police, and federal institutions: they are 
the most widely settled over Yugoslavia, and it 1s no 
wonder that they perceive Yugoslavia as their homeland. 
One of the special Serbian privileges until recently was 
the triple national sovereignty—in Serbia. where 


POLITICAL 15 


according to the 1981 Population Census the Serbs 
represent 66.4 percent, in Bosnia-Hercegovina, where 
they represent 32 percent, and in Croatia, whcre they 
represent | 1.6 percent. Yet there 1s no dual sovereignty 
in Serbia, although the 1981 Census shows that almost 
one out of every seven inhabitants is an Albanian, nor in 
Macedonia, where one out of every five inhabitants is an 
Albanian, nor in Montenegro, where approximately one 
out of every seven inhabitants is a Muslim. 


Conversations With Demographers 


Yet it is not the destiny of the Serbs alone to be widely 
settled within Yugoslavia, although no other official 
republic policy but that of Serbia has built its positions 
on that thesis in recent years. It is no surprise at all, then, 
that two demographers. Kosta Mihajlovic and Milos 
Macura, members of the academy, are advisers to Slo- 
bodan Milosevic, Serbian president, and are today mem- 
bers of the interrepublic commission of Croatia and 
Serbia which is supposed to assist the conduct of the 
Tudjman-Milosevic summit talks. But in relative pro- 
portions the Croats are hardly any less widely scattered 
within the borders of Yugoslavia. Statistics show that 
almost one-fourth of the Serbs live outside Serbia (about 
24 percent, slightly more than 1.9 million), but more 
than a fifth of the Croats live outside Croatia (about 22 
percent, slightly more than 970,000). 


If we look at Yugoslavia’s demographic map, then we see 
that in the central portion of Yugoslavia there is such a 
motley pattern that any solution that did not respect the 
present republic borders and situation would be disas- 
trous. Opstinas with a Serbian majority alternate with 
Muslim opstinas, Croatian opstinas with Serbian opsti- 
nas, mixed opstinas with almost ethnically pure opstinas, 
and in that tangle of nationalities it truly becomes clear 
that any attempt to solve the Yugoslav crisis at the 
expense of some third party would be disastrous for 
everyone. 


The Most Croatian Opstinas 


The map shows that Croats are concentrated in the 
western part of Hercegovina, central and northeastern 
Bosnia (the opstinas along the Sava), and in Subotica. 
And we certainly should not overlook that there are also 
several thousand Croats living in Montenegro, the Bay of 
Kotor, in Kosovo, and in Janjevo. According to the 198] 
Population Census, about 750,000 Croats live in Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, which is 18.4 percent of that republic's 
total population: in Serbia, there are about 150,000, 
which is about |.6 percent of the population, and slightly 
more than 109,000 of them are !n Vojvodina. 


The most Croatian opstinas in Yugoslavia are Grude and 
Posusje in western Hercegovina, which we have men- 
tioned, but their neighboring opstinas Ljyubuski and 
Tomislavgrad have a population that is more than 90- 
percent Croat. What is more, and this 1s less well-known, 
Croats represent a majority in Mostar and in certain 
Bosnian centers: Travnik, Vares. Vitez, Odzak, and 
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Derventa. It 1s not to be overlooked that because of the 
higher rate of natural population growth of the Muslims, 
today even Banja Luka does not have a Serbian majority, 
in the opinion of Stepan Sterc, M.A., teaching fellow in 
the Geography Department of the School of Natural 


Sciences and Mathematics at Zagreb University, one of 


the leading demographers in Croatia. 


But could the 10 opstinas in Hercegovina in which the 
population is largely Croat adopt a declaration by pleb- 
iscite for annexation of those opstinas to Croatia, on 
which they border? Particularly if in the negotiations 
concerning Yugoslavia’s destiny the confederal concept 
wins Out or if by some chance Croatia and Slovenia 
Separate from the remainder of Yugoslavia? By contrast 
with the election campaign, when Sime Djodan waved a 
Croatian flag on Romanija Mountain, the leaders of the 
HDZ [Croatian Democratic Community] say today that 
the integrity of the central republic is in their interest. 
“Croats in Hercegovina will never ‘sell out’ to their 
brothers living slightly to the north.” has often been 
heard from local HDZ leaders. who, respecting the 
Strictness of the party discipline. have accepted the new 
political platform in which the borders of the centerpiece 
would not be changed. It is of some importance to 
mention in this connection that the Hercegovinian lobby 
has an important place in the HDZ and in the multiparty 
government in Croatia. 


First Cyrillic 


One reason why the firm views of the Croatian parties 
have usually found the most fertile soil in Hercegovina 1s 
the status which Croats had in communist Bosnia- 
Hercegovina, partly because of the burden of Ustashism 
which they have carried since the war, and partly 
because of the state policy, which emphasized everything 
that was held in common in politics, culture, and even 
religion, while differences among the Croat. Serb, and 
Muslim nationalities were played down or were even 
erased. There are many examples with which one can 
show that the Croatian cultural identity has been 
neglected in regions where the share of the Croat popu- 
lation 1s 90 percent. Children frequently learned their 
letters in Cyrillic, about which the protest meeting of the 
population of Duvno spoke out for the first time since 
1971. Street names related to Croatian history were 
changed, Croatian could not be heard over television 
and radio, nor in the schools, and the Franciscans, who 
had always been the vessel carrying the ethnic and 
cultural identity in Hercegovina, also did so over the last 
40 years. It is not surprising. then, that in their programs 
the HDZ and HDS [Croatian Democratic Party] and 
other parties operating in Hercegovina have emphasized 
revival of Croatian cultural institutions, introduction of 
the Croatian language in the schools. and bringing back 
the names of streets and squares. It 1s in that context that 
the name of Duvno has been changed to Tomislavgrad. 
and recently Croat intellectuals in the central republic 
have also made themselves heard with the demand for 
equality of the Croatian language in the media and in 
official use 
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Turned Toward Zagreb 


Croats in Hercegovina are traditionally turned toward 
Zagreb and Croatia, partly because of its geographic 
position and partly because of cultural ties with the 
parent nationality. Nevertheless, we should not politi- 
cize unnecessarily the fact that the Croats from these 
parts have mainly moved to Croatia and, it is certain, 
abroad as weil, especially since Bosnia-Hercegovina has 
the highest rate of emigration in Yugoslavia, and more 
than half a million inhabitants have moved out of that 
republic over the last 30 years. According to the 1981 
Census. more than 220,000 citizens of Bosnia- 
Hercegovina have moved to Croatia, and it can be 
assumed that the preponderant majority of them were 
Croats. In fact, a number of partial studies have shown 
that “every bird flies to its own flock,” that is, that the 
Croats from Bosnia-Hercegovina are mainly moving to 
Croatia, while Serbs are moving to Serbia. Thus, a survey 
by Dr. Marie Oliveira-Roca entitled **Demographic Pro- 
file of Croats, Serbs, and Yugoslavs in Croatia” shows 
that between 1971 and 1981 alone more than 42,000 
Croats moved to Croatia from Bosnia-Hercegovina. But 
many retained their permanent place of residence in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina, and have been residing only tem- 
porarily in Croatia for decades now. 


In a situation when almost every human relation is 
reduced to an interethnic relation, especially in small 
communities, the fact is neglected that the unfortunate 
destiny of Croats in Bosnia-Hercegovina was not deter- 
mined solely by nationality: The search for employment 
has nevertheless been the main reason for leaving. The 
fact that economic underdevelopment is a burden that 
falls equally on all regardless of nationality 1s also proven 
by the fact that there has been an equal exodus from 
Bosnia-Hercegovina to Serbia. According to 1981 fig- 
ures. more than 260,000 citizens who moved from 
Bosnia-Hercegovina were living in Serbia, and it can be 
assumed that they were mainly Serbs. 


An Ethnic Minority Without a Nationality 


In Vojvodina, the Croats are only an ethnic minority, 
and they have been carrying the entire burden which that 
Status imposes, especially in an undemocratic society. 
Since the end of the forties, the number of Croats in 
Vojvodina has decreased by about 20,000, so that today 
they represent 5.4 percent of the province's total popu- 
lation. while in 1948 they represented 8 percent (slightly 
more than 150.000 Croats live in all of Serbia, 109,000 
of them in Vojvodina, according to the 1981 Census). In 
Petrovaradin, where they are the autochthonous popula- 
tion and did not move in from outside, their number has 
dwindled to a small colony of only about 1,000 people. 
Likewise, 10 years ago there were 9,755 Bunjevci and 
1.990 Sokei, while the Catholic Church in Vojvodina 
recorded more than 190,000 Croats, so that the Croats 
would have comprised almost 10 percent of the total 
Vojvodina population (slightly less than the Serbs in 
Croatia). Because the Bunjevci are being recorded sepa- 
rately in this vear’s census in Serbia (making them an 
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ethnic minority without a parent nationality), the 
number of Croats has dwindled still more according to 
the first results. What is more, aside from the fact that 
some of the Croats have probably moved out (between 
1971 and 1981 about 1,500 Croats moved from Vojvo- 
dina to Croatia), some have quite certainly been assim- 
ilated in the Vojvodina melting pot. 


Who are the Sokci and Bunjevci? The Bunjevci came 
irom Hercegovina some 300 years ago and settled in 
Backa, bringing with them a name which has people sull 
guessing as to whether it comes from the Buna River in 
Hercegovina, the bunja, a stone house erected without 
mortar, or they were followers of Pope Boniface. The 
Sokci came at approximately the same time and settled 
along the Danube. Thus, the Bunjevci and Sokci become 
an exceptional factor in Vojvodina history, always nur- 
turing their Croatian origin, Catholic faith, speaking 
their ikavian dialect, and resisting assimilation. The 
position of Croats in Vojvodina has been illustratively 
described in his statements by Bela Tonkovic, president 
of the Democratic Alliance of Croats in Vojvodina 
{DSHV], which was established last year: The newspaper 
HRVATSKA RIJEC disappeared not long after the war, 
the Croatian National Theater in Subotica disappeared, 
the Croatian literary language was eradicated from use. 
instruction was entirely in the ikavian dialect, and the 
subject matter was given a Serbian bias, the Croatian 
Cultural and Artistic Societies became only Cultural and 
Artistic Societies, and after 1971 intellectual Bunjevci 
and Sokci disappeared from public life. Thus. the Croats 
in Vojvodina were prevented from nurturing their own 
national identity, and it 1s well known that the identity of 
ethnic minorities can be preserved only through various 
cultural institutions and the educational system 


Does Serbia have the right, then, to demand immense 
parts of Croatia on the basis of the fact that 6.2 percent 
of all Serbs live in that republic? What might happen in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina if an attempt was made to divide 
that republic by the ethnic criterion? When the numbers 
are broken down, it becomes clear how superficially 
people are looking at things when they talk about 
redrawing republic borders. But new relations among the 
republics, encouraged by new relations in society, would 
perhaps make it possible to solve problems that have 
long been hidden, because up to now no one has been 
satisfied with his position. 


The Chessboard in POBJEDA 


That 1s, 1t 1s quite obvious that under the pressure of the 
populist political course and of the media from Serbia. 
which are very influential in Montenegro, the demoni- 
zation of one nationality is being felt as a hardship. In 
keeping with the well-known scheme, it is being 
reproached for nothing more nor less than collective 
genocidal outlook, separatism, and rigid anti- 
Yugoslavism. In POBJEDA. the only daily newspaper in 
Montenegro, and, it can confidently be said, the political 
mirror of the party in power, the concept of the chess- 
board 1s regularly used in a negative sense, and the 
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official flag of the Republic of Croatia 1s identified with 
Ustashism on every occasion without exception. It is 
hardly any wonder then that in a republic whose politi- 
cians regularly lament the Serbs in Croatia as the “most 
threatened nationality,” there is not a single Croat in 
republic bodies of government, not to mention the 
existence or formation of Croatian cultural institutions, 
national clubs, or even political parties. 


What is more, the present Montenegrin leadership and 
their loyal followers as well as quite a few Montenegrin 
intellectuals in Belgrade, react in panic to every 
announcement of economic, cultural, or any other ties 
between Montenegro and Croatia. Instead of the Croats 
in the Bay being a bridge for interpenetration of the 
interests of the two peoples and republics, they very 
tendentiously and unintelligently want to make of them 
a foreign body and a factor contributing to the supposed 
political instability of the republic. In keeping with the 
well-known recipe. the alleged petition concerning the 
alleged demand of some 20 citizens of the Bay to join 
Croatia was thus planted in the public domain last year. 
A great deal of public dust was raised over this, bringing 
tears to the eyes of many Croats in Montenegro. After all, 
in all of this it is quite easy to see the intention of the 
majority population—or of its self-styled representa- 
lives—to give a minority nationality in this region spe- 
cial treatment and keep it under a political press. 


Hysteria and Autonomy 


The anti-Croat disposition is particularly augmented by 
Dr. Novak Kilibarda’s People’s Party, which uses every 
incident in Pakrac, Plitvice, or Knin for new appeals to 
organize voluntary detachments, which presumably are 
to come to the “protection of Serbs in Croatia” by way of 
the Bay and the Croats there. This kind of intimidation 
is not alien to the party in power either, which from the 
head of Slobodan Milosevic and mouth of Momir 
Bulatovic is constantly accentuating the nonrecognition 
of “administrative” borders. And at the same time it 
simply goes hysterical at every mention of autonomy of 
the Bay. 


Historical fact, however, at least according to certain 
historical sources which so far have not been disputed. 
states that before 1918, when on the eve of creating the 
Kingdom of Serbs. Croats, and Slovenes Montenegro 
was unified with Serbia by force, the Bay was only once 
a part of the Montenegrin state. And that briefly—in 
1806 and 1807. At that time, the Montenegrin Army 
under Petar I Petrovic Njegos, together with the people 
of the Bay. took this region in a battle with Napoleon's 
General Marmont. But by decision of the great powers 
the Montenegrin Army had to withdraw. Several years 
later, in 1813, there was a similar mulitary-political 
government over the Bay and Montenegro headed by 
Metropolitan Petar | Petrovic Njegos. and again the 
great powers did not allow Petar I to stay long in the Bay. 
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Anger Because of the Facts 


In the politicized milieu that prevails today, when even 


historical facts can cause fury and rage, the position of 


the Croat population in Montenegro is difficult to 
examine solely through the truly dark glasses of the 
current demonization of every display of Croatism or 
sympathy with the political processes in Croatia itself. 
Although it is difficult to find positive examples which 
soundly prove without a trace of politicization the 
unhindered Croatian emancipation and equality in 
Montenegro, without at the same time cescending to the 
well-known rhetorical flourishes about brotherhood and 
unity, 1t does seem that the position of the Croats is quite 
in line with the positions of the Muslims and Albanians 
in that republic. But for some people that might be a 
mild form of consolation, it is not a bit better for the true 
and ethnically conscious Montenegrins. On the contrary. 


|Box, p 8} 


It Is Most Difficult in Bosnia—The Social Status of 
Croats Depends More on the Region in Which They 
Live Than on Nationality 


Although a majority of the ethnic parties start with the 
fact that in the previous regime their nationality was 
deprived, and the parties of Croats in the other republics 
also build their political platforms on that conception, 
the statistics show that relations are not so simple. That 
is, research shows that the social status of citizens 
depends above all on the region in which they live and to 
a lesser extent on the fact of their nationality. While the 
Croatian parties in Bosnia-Hercegovina and Vojvodina 
are constantly emphasizing the pronouncedly unfavor- 
able position of Croats in all segments of life, the 
Statistics show, for example, that in social status there 
are greater differences among Croats in Croatia and 
those in Bosnia-Hercegovina than there are, say, between 
the Croats and the Serbs in Bosnia-Hercegovina. 
Without playing down the mistakes of a system which 
neglected ethnic diversity, especially in education and 
culture, we still would like to emphasize that in evalu- 
ating the position of a nationality we should not neglect 
the broader economic and social context. 


The survey entitled “Demographic Profile of Croats. 
Serbs, and Yugoslavs in Croatia,” by Dr. Marie Oliveira- 
Roca, which was done on the basis of the 1981 popula- 
tion census. speaks about the (injequality of ethnic 


groups. When she obtained an answer to the question of 


why differences occur between Croats and Serbs in 
Croatia, the author compared the statistics for Croatia 
with the data on education and employment of Croats 
and Serbs in other republics to Serbia, where Croats are 
a minority, and in Bosnia-Hercegovina, where both 
nationalities are minorities Compared to the Muslims. 
Dr. Roca established that the Croats and Serbs living in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina have the lowest level of education, 
and there are almost no differences between them— 
more than half of both nationalities failed to complete 
even elementary school, while only one out of every five 
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has graduated from secondary school. Although the 
Croats in Vojvodina are a minority, their level of edu- 
cation does not differ much from Croats in Croatia—the 
Croats in Vojvodina finished elementary school slightly 
more frequently, but secondary school less frequently, 
while the Serbs have almost equal education in Serbia 
and in Croatia. 


The employment of Croats also depends on the level of 
development of the community in which they live. The 
more highly developed the community, the fewer 
farmers there are—in Bosnia-Hercegovina 26 percent of 
the Croats are farmers, in Vojvodina nearly 24, and in 
Croatia almost 22 percent. At the same time, a larger 
number of Croats in Croatia are employed in trade, the 
service sector, and administration, and there are more 
specialists. The position of the Serbs in Croatia is 
similar—the Serbs in Croatia have the most favorable 
occupational distribution (this means the lowest number 
of farmers and highest number of persons employed in 
tertiary activities), while those in Bosnia-Hercegovina 
are in the least favorable position. 


The figures on supervisory personnel and law enforce- 
ment personnel are particularly interesting. Serbs in 
Croatia become policemen more frequently than Serbs 
in Serbia proper because of all the Serbs living in Croatia 
3.7 percent choose that occupation, while in Serbia 
proper |.3 percent of the Serbs become policemen. Serbs 
become policemen more frequently than Croats in 
Bosnia-Hercegovina as well, and Croats in Vojvodina 
choose that occupation more frequently than Croats in 
Croatia. Serbs hold political office somewhat more fre- 
quently in all communities, while Croats are managers in 
the economy, but these differences are very small and are 
certainly the consequence of political relations. 


[Box, p 9] 


Voluntary Assimilation—The Number of Sokci in 
Vojvodina Increased 937.7 Percent With This Year's 
Census, and the Number of Bunjevci 120 Percent 


At the last sizable meeting of the Democratic Alliance of 
Croats in Vojvodina, when Milivoj Preic. one of the 
founders of that party, said that Subotica is the “most 
painful point of the Croat diaspora,” many were inclined 
to take this as a provocation, as “yet another in a series 
of manipulations” which the DSHV has been pushing 
into the life of peaceful Subotica. Not even two weeks 
have passed, and the results of the population census 
have shown the extent to which Prcic’s statement was a 
good occasion for reflection. That is, in just 10 years— 
since the 1981 Census—the number of Croats in Vojvo- 
dina has dropped all of 27.4 percent, the kind of drop 
that has not been recorded by any nationality or ethnic 
minority in Vojvodina. Those 74,232 citizens of Vojvo- 
dina who declare themselves to be Croats have thus 
become only a marginal number about whom “there is 
nothing to say.” 


The overall political atmosphere, the unbridled cam- 
paign in the news media and the launching of fantastic 
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rumors about the arming of Croats in Vojvodina have 
brought about a situation in which 11 ts easier and more 
comfortable to be Bunjevci, Sokci, or Yugoslavs than 
*Tudjman Croats.” Which ts precisely why. for example. 
the number of Sokc: in Vojvodina has increased by no 
more and no less than 937.7 percent (1.866 inhabitants) 
and the number of Bunjevci 120 percent (there are now 
21.552 of them in Vojvodina). Even in Subotica, which 
iS Supposed to be the cultural center of Croats in Serbia. 
that nationality 1s no longer in its usual second place 
numerically. The Hungarians are the most numerous. 
followed by Yugoslavs. the Serbs are in third place. 
Bunjevci in fourth, and Croats only in fifth place 


The Democratic Alliance of Croats in Vojvodina has so 
far conducted successfully a policy of reopening channels 
to Zagreb, but the results of the census have essentially 
diminished that result. The population which now could 
rally around that ethnic party has been practically cut in 
half over the last 20 years, and the DSHV obviously has 
not succeeded in finally reconciling the two different 
theses about the ethnogenesis of the Bunjyevci and Sokci 
According to one. the Bunyevci and Sokci are members 
of the same nationality—Croat—while according to the 
other, which is supported by the regime and now pre- 
vails. they are separate autochthonous South Slav peo- 
ples. The ever more resounding demands that Croatia 
separate from Yugoslavia are making the situation worse 
and worse in Vojvodina, and many Croats are finding 
their peace of mind precisely in voluntary assimilation 
with as little pain as possible. 


In any case, with respect to untangling the Yugoslay 


crisis the DSHV has come out tn favor of an alliance of 


sovereign republics, however. a possible separation from 
Croatia would signify only a loss of their last real 
hinterland for the Croats here 


—Zvonko Perusic 


|Box, p 10] 


Throwing Dust in the Eyes— The Position of the Croats 
in Montenegro Is Similar to That of the Muslims, 
Albanians, and Authentic Montenegrins 


Up until the interethnic split caused by the horrifying 
destructive energy of the antibureaucratic revolution. 
the Bay of Kotor, which 1s where most of the Croats in 
Montenegro live. was considered a space with excep- 
tional interethnic and religious tolerance. The long his- 
tory of complicated life together has even recorded such 
curiosities as churches with dual—Orthodox and Cath- 
olhe—altars. However, several thousand Croats in this 
republic (according to the 1981 Census, there are exactly 


6.904 of them. or 1.18 percent of the population of 


Montenegro) are now under a serious and permanent 
political mortgage. which 1s the consequence of the 


shallow-minded rhetoric of advocates of an alliance of 


Serbian states and national separation 


—Fahrudin Radoncic 
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Rift in Krajina Political Party Reviewed 
¥/B 4106744 Belerade NIN in Serbo-Croatian 3 May 91 
p is 


[Article by Srdjan Radulovic: “The Shield of Serbism 
Has Cracked” ] 


{ Text] “If we were supposed to celebrate the anniversary 
embracing those with whom we established the party, we 
have neither the strength nor the desire to embrace each 
other.” These words were uttered two months ago by Dr. 
Jovan Raskovic at a public meeting in Knin to celebrate 
the first anniversary of the establishment of the Serbian 
Democratic Party [SDS]. This was an allusion to a 
definitive split within the party that had been concealed 
by statements that only differences of opinion were 
involved. Political conditions/troubles have been so 
urgent as to push into the background the party discord, 
which has eroded the “shield of Serbism,” which 1s what 
Dr. Raskovic at one time called the SDS. However, 
following the decision of the Krayina Oblast Committee 
of the SDS (25 April) to adopt its own charter and to 
rename itself the Krayina Main Committee of the SDS, 
the parting of the ways between Dr. Raskovic, the 
“shieldbearer.” and Dr. Milan Babic, the “spear car- 
rier.” became inevitable even without the “anniversary” 
embrace 


The first serious rumbles in the party occurred late last 
summer. Dissatisfied with his share in the legacy of the 
results of the election victory, Jovan Opacic left the 
party. taking the view that he deserved all the credit for 
having participated from the outset. The party was 
abandoned at the same time by Dr. Dusan Z:embaba, 
and Dr. Raskovic, who was about to take a one-month 
trip through America. turned over leadership of the party 
to Dr. Babic. However, soon after Dr. Raskovic’s return 
from the United States he had his first difference with 
Dr. Babic: 1 came about when he was outvoted in the 
Main Committee of the SDS. Babic won a close victory, 
and it later turned out to be very important. 


It actually had to do with views toward the elections in 
Serbia. Taking the line that the SDS. if it participated in 
the elections, would “prevent the Tudjmanization of 
Serbia.” Dr. Raskovic in practical terms announced for 
whom he would “vote.” The other side felt that the 
elections were the business of the citizens of Serbia and 
that the SDS should not participate in the elections, but 
at the same time it sent a campaign message of support to 
the “individual who has been uncompromisingly 
opposing the disintegration of Serbia and Yugoslavia.” 


After that, the “democracy” line between Dr. Raskovic 
and Dr. Babic. and also between their supporters, was 
defined by three factors: the attitude toward Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic and the Serbian ruling 
party. the attitude toward the organizational scheme of 
the SDS. and. finally. political conditions 
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By contrast with Dr. Raskovic, Dr. Babic has not been 
changing his attitude toward Milosevic, and the demon- 
Strations in Belgrade in March have not caused him nor 
his followers to waver. 


The other side met the very first news that a committee 
of the SDS was being formed for the Krajina on the 
initiative Of Babic’s current in the party with comment 
to the effect that this was the prelude to a split in the 
party. The SDS Executive Committee held two meetings 
chaired by Dr. Raskovic. In both meetings, the initiative 
to form the Main Committee was first rejected by a 
majority vote, and then the act of establishment was 
proclaimed contrary to the bylaws and interests of the 
party. The counterresponse was similar, and it was 
asserted that the procedure for convening the executive 
committee, the lightning change of the bylaws, and also 
the “election” of 10 members to suit Raskovic, were 
contested. 


The question of political conditions, as a factor which 
directly or indirectly influences the party life of the SDS, 
might be sketched out in two “subgroups.” The tight- 
ening of political conditions pushes intraparty troubles 
into the background, but they crop up later with the first 
signs of a calmer situation on the local and broader stage 
of political warfare. The attitude toward the Croatian 
authorities and the methods of the political struggle. 
including dialogue, constitutes the second “subgroup,” 
and the basis of this is the already deep-seated provi- 
sional division into the “soft” and “hard” currents 
within the SDS. 


It 1s interesting that neither side is giving the real reasons 
for the situation that has come about in the party. 
Lyubica Solaja, chairwoman of the Krajyina Main Com- 
mittee of the SDS. feels that only a formal act is involved 
and that the verification of that decision will be left to 
the party assembly. Because the Krajina SDS has 
adopted its own bylaws and thus gained the status of the 
SDS of Serbia or the SDS of Bosnia-Hercegovina, the 
decisions of the party for the Krajina will be decided by 
the Assembly of the SDS elected at the level of Krajina, 
where it 1s Dr. Babic who has the strongest support. Dr. 
Raskovic, president of the SDS. feels “it is not wise to 
make public” the reasons for the split in the party. 


“The Serbian people,” he says, “now believe that they 
have gained a state, and for the moment that dream 
should not be disturbed. The sum of the facts that the 
people have taken up the Krajina as their own state and 
authority. limits the presentation of any glaring facts.” 


Raskovic repeated his argument that the Krajina is more 
a political idea than a constitutional reality, although, on 
the other hand, the opposite belief also prevails, as 
indicated not only by the formation of the Krajina 
Assembly, but also by the initiative of precisely the 
Krajyina Main Committee of the SDS to “appoint min- 
isters for the various departments.” The Krajina cannot 
become reality as a state if Yugoslavia remains a federal 
community, Dr. Raskovic says, asserting at the same 
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tume that the Krajina, in its present “borders,” 1s not 
possible even in the case of a confederation or the 
disintegration of the Yugoslav community. 


In that case, there would be a redrawing of the borders 
and creation of new states, and one such new state, Dr. 
Raskovic believes, will be the “Krajina state on both 
sides of the Una.” 


“The disagreements between the leaderships of the Kra- 
jina and the SDS are the consequence of the views of the 
people running the Krajina. This is a leadership formed 
from the radical wing, which has decided to separate 
from the SDS. For all practical purposes, another SDS 
has now been formed. We have nothing against a sepa- 
rate Krajina chapter, but since there cannot be two 
parties with the same name, and when we look at the 
people who have set themselves apart, they would have 
to call their party the Socialist Party of Serbia rather than 
the SDS. The creation of such a party does not jeopar- 
dize the unity and program of the SDS, nor its demo- 
cratic orientation, which 1s backed up by the immense 
majority of SDS members. Nor does it change the 
attitude of the SDS toward the Krajina because the 
Krajina is the offspring of the SDS and the Serbian 
people, not the creation of individuals,” Dr. Raskovic 
told this newsman. 


What will be the outcome of the split that is now out in 
the open in the SDS, and will there perhaps be a 
reconciliation between Jovan Raskovic, as a popular 
spokesman of the people, and Milan Babic, who is a 
powerful political operative in the Krajina? The presi- 
dent of the SDS has announced the convening of the SDS 
Assembly, where these problems will be debated, while 
Dr. Babic is not backing off from institutionalization of 
the Krajina SDS, and the most frequent comments by 
ordinary citizens are that these divisions will be disas- 
trous for the Serbs in Croatia, but there are also quite a 
few people who think that political life in the Krajina 
will become democratic. 


Croatian ‘Secret’ Plan Against YPA, Krajina 
Serbs 


91B4A0641B Belgrade POLITIKA in Serbo-Croatian 
6 May 91 pp 7-8 


[Article by Slobodan Kljakic: “Carefully Prepared Police 
Terror™] 


{Text} Following the event in Borovo Selo, Dr. Franjo 
Tudjman turned to the public of his republic, to the 
“Croatian people and Serb population,” with an obvious 
ambition of having what he said echo throughout Yugo- 
slavia and indeed the world, given the haste with which 
a segment of his speech was forwarded through Croatian 
TV to Eurovision. 


Toward the end of that speech of his, Dr. Tudjman 
promised that the “Croatian Government, that the 
Croatian Assembly,” and he personally would “take all 
necessary steps to defend the freedom and democracy, 





JPRS-EER-91-071 
28 May 1991 


integrity and sovereignty of Croatia.” regardless of the 
possible sacrifices, if they “be necessary.” So that this 
would not happen (as though there had not already been 
erough sacrifices to that policy), he promised that “prior 
means would be exhausted” to the end 


But he did not say what sort of “prior means” are at all 
possible in the f:amework of a policy whose result 1s a 
hasty militarization of Croatian society and the state. 
with which state terror goes hand in hand. 


in the Proximity of Military Formations 


Let us recall that even at the beginning of this year police 
forces in Croatia were the same in number as those in all 
other Yugoslav republics and provinces. Much the same 
was true of the police reserves, which were particularly 
augmented between 10 and 21 January of this year, at 
the time when they had to carry out the order of the 
SFRY Presidency to disarm paramilitary units. As is well 
known, police forces in Croatia have mainly assembled 
in regions with a sizable Serb population and in the 
proximity of sizable military formations. 


In keeping with Chekhov's well-known rule that a pistol 
hanging on the wall in the first act must go off in the 
third. in militarized Croatia, in the bosom of a repressive 
police regime which disguises itself with democratic 
rhetoric, that 1s exacily what happened. Of course, the 
scene there 1s not that of a theater, although one cannot 
deny the impression that many things have been staged. 
including the need of the regime there to defend itself in 
such a way that there will be casualties. 


In this time of democratization and removal of veils of 
secrecy from many events, even those in the recent past, 
it 1S much easier to obtain information than it was 
earlier. Accordingly, now that a month has passed, much 
is known about the first action of Croatia’s regime, the 
one at Plitvice, in which there was a sizable number of 
casualties. 


The available information, some of which we are giving 
here. indicates that in order to defend “sovereignty and 
integrity” the police state in Croatia formed two special 
groups consisting of specialists whose task 1s to break up 
the YPA [Yugoslav People’s Army] and the Serbian 
people in SAO [Serbian Autonomous Region] Krajina. 


The first group includes the Ministers Martin Spegelj 
and Josip Boljkovac, Ivan Rukavina, and Josip Perk- 
OVIC, a Specialist in opposing the actions of the YPA. 


4 team headed by Zdravko Mustac and Franjo Vugrinec, 
adviser to the Croatian Ministry of Internal Affairs for 
special action, was formed to break up the Serbs in 
Krajina. 


An Agreement in March 


Sometime in mid-March these specialists met to plan in 
detail and agree on an action in which the police would 
invade the Plitvice Lakes. Minister Bolyjkovac also spoke 
at that meeting. A valuable source of facts set forth on 
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that occasion and during the planning of the action ts the 
notebook of Nikica Pavicic, chief of the State Security 
Center in Gospic, facsimiles from which we publish to 
illustrate this article. 


As can be seen, Minister Boljkovac considered the firs 
important question to be the relationship between the 
public security service and the security of the YPA. That 
iS. “how to transpose the service onto a new track.” 


First of all, Bolykovac said, an effort should be made at 
recruitment and the spreading of disinformation, but not 
aiming at breadth, which is to say that it should be 
concentrated. 


He issued a number of precise instructions for the 
intelligence and counterintelligence effort toward the 
YPA and SAO Krajina: to see what kind of information 
Serb colleagues are issuing. to pay attention to Orthodox 
churches, not to keep reports in the drawer, to weed out 
extremists. to collaborate with neighbors, to find collab- 
orators in ihe police so as to learn what is being prepared, 
to offer cooperation, to call for informative conversa- 
tions. and there should also be reports on those who 
compromise the government, including the Croatian 
Constitutional Movement and the Croatian Law Party. 


Following this meeting, another meeting was held on 15 
March in the police station in Zadar. In it, the executive 
body of the Serbian National Council and the National 
Resistance Council were judged to be the operational 
body of extremism in the SAO Krajina. Particular atten- 
tion was paid to designing criminal proceedings that 
would be applied to those arrested in the upcoming 
actions, which would be a “political decision.” It is 
logical that this staff should have particularly concerned 
itself with “individuals,” that 1s, with the question of 
what evidence the MUP [Ministry of Internal Affairs] 
possessed against “individuals.” It is evident from the 
facsimiles that these are “individuals” from Knuin, 
Zadar, Sibenik, and Split, and that the “material pro- 
cessed was insufficient,” but, the staff hoped, “there 
would be more evidence.” In the upcoming action at 
Plitvice, there should be “as few mistakes as possible,” 
Franjo Vugrinec said, mentioning that after the experi- 
ence with Pakrac. as far as he was aware, a “bloody 
Easter” had been promised. It was also stated at that 
meeting that “the YPA should be intercepted with rein- 
forced strength” at Udbina. 


What Angered the President 


Immediately before the action, on 30 March, a meeting 
was held in Zagreb at the home of Jerko Juras, and on 
that occasion it was said that the report that they were 
going to Plitvice without information had angered the 
president (presumably Dr. Tudjman?). As for Josip Bol- 
jkovac, he observed that for “enemies there are no 
secrets.” that he was “informed,” that it was “all 
hollow.” The action was planned in detail after that, 
people from Plitvice who were to be relied on, the 
situation in the National Park, and so on. 
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Then the “bloody Easter” occurred. there were casual- 
ties. 17 people were arrested. and local people fled from 


Plitvice. The question was. of course, asked: What now? 


The special staff sought the answer to that question in a 
meeting held 15 April at the police station in Slunj. In 
fact, this was a working agreement in which Franjo 
Vugrinec spelled out precisely the three essential tasks 
facing that team with respect to operating against SAO 
Krajina and its top leaders. 


First, they should arrest Bosko Bozanic. Ljubica Solaja, 
and Bosko Rapajic because they are the creators, orga- 
nizers, and “levers” of SAO Krajina in the direction of 
Plitvice and Titova Korenica. That would behead the 
National Resistance Council as the “vehicle of all ter- 
rorist activities.” 


Second. compromising documentation should be put 
together so that they could try the 17 Serbs arrested 
during the action at Plitvice and placed under investiga- 
tion for “armed rebellion.” To try only them, and not the 
creators as well, those who gave the orders, would be like 
“beating the tail, not the head.” which is not “politically 
expedient.” 


Third. actually the most important. it was agreed that 
special operations would be initiated within SAO Kzra- 
yina, “all the way to Knin.” 


This implies recruiting people who are members of the 
Krajina SUP [Secretariat for Internal Affairs]. for high 
pay. forming an eavesdropping center in the hotel at 
Plitvice, installing a line from the post office there, 
concerning which Vugrinec would “persuade the postal 
minister to help us.” The purpose of this action was the 
vigilant monitoring of the leading figures of SAO Kra- 
jina, above all Dr. Milan Babic. on whose movement 
they had data they could not use. It was thus three days. 
in spite of all their efforts. before they learned of his 
arrival and that of Milan Martic and Marko Dobrijevic 
in Glina. 


“There Mlust Be No Leaks” 


The team headed by Ivica Lang. operative from the 
Security Center of the State Security Service in Karlovac. 
was involved in the action to listen in on telephone 
conversations. The plan called for monitoring not only 
individuals, but also the headquarters of the SDS [Ser- 
bian Democratic Party] in Titova Korenica. 


In all of these actions. they were to bear in mind the 
“hostile attitude of units of the YPA toward the MUP 
and especially toward state security.” They counted on 
the cooperation of Milan Hinic and Mile Vejnovic. Petar 
Spehac and Milan Suput, and also that of Marko Sekulic, 
former director of the “Jezero” Hotel. Another aim was 
to win over “at least some 30 polu*men in Korenica, 
some we will blackmail. some intimidate, but some—let 
them go.” Vugrinec said. 








JPRS-EER-91-071 
28 May 1991 


The plan, then, was forged under circumstances in which 
those present were told that none of that “should be 
leaked. especially that we are creating the operational 
prerequisites for arresting those three.” Otherwise, “then 
they will arrest us.” He therefore emphasized that the 
MUP was “hollow as a pumpkin.” that they should work 
“covertly. conspiratorially, using secret methods of com- 
munication, and so on.” It was stated at that meeting 
(Milos Eror) that the three to be arrested had not put 
“any pressure at all” on the business committee of the 
“Plitvice’” Newspaper Enterprise. According to him, 
when the people from the MUP came to Plitvice for the 
first time in February. “we came as the most sinister 
occupiers, that was the feeling.” 


The members of the staff did not ask themselves why 
that was the case. what the reason was for that attitude of 
Serbs in Krajina and elsewhere in Croatia. and why they 
took that view of the people from the MUP” Neverthe- 
less, at their recent meeting, held 29 April in Karlovac, 
they provided the answer themselves: Franjo Vugrinec, 
Milos Eror, Tomo Mlinaric. Mico Brujic, Ivan Lang. and 
Momir Zubovic, as they analyzed the results of their 
previous plans. 


It was not clear to Milos Eror how people could believe 
in SAO Krajina. nor why the Serbian people were saying 
that they would not allow a repetition of 1941 today. 
vugrinec asked what the Serbs in Krajina were being 
offered by Dr. Babic and Serbia, but he decided that 
people did have reasons by their own lights. 


“This is not a mistake in tactics.” he said, “but simply 
the bare truth because some of the behavior of our 
people has been disastrous. I have been to Dvor, to 
Glina, and to Petrinja. When you see the behavior of 
some of our people there in uniform, and those carapini 
in particular. then fuck it. If my daughter came there, at 
the age of 16 or 17, and they searched her in a way that 
is improper, then fuck them. It is enough for something 
like that to happen two or three times.” 


But. of course, it has happened many, many times more 
than two or three since the HDZ [Croatian Democratic 
Community] came to power. The authorities there do 
not want to recognize those elementary facts and see 
them as the reason for the self-defense of the Serbs, nor 
do the members of that task force. 


Then the command group moved on to the topic of the 
“dangerous roaming” of the military intelligence service 
over their terrain, which is why Vugrinec will use his 
channels for planting disinformation against that ser- 
vice. 


An important datum was communicated that day about 
a disagreement between the MUP personnel concerning 
the entrance into Plitvice. That is. the question arose of 
who would enter first? 


“Those from Rakitje.”” Vugrinec said, “had the letter U 
on their helmets. and they were supposed to remove 
those helmets. and then those from Dreznik had been 
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specially prepared, and they wanted to be first, and there 
iS NO point in my going any further.” 


He also mentioned the Peace March to Plitvice orga- 
nized by SAO Krajina, which was coming up and was 
scheduled for 2 May. 


“Today, lads, is Monday, pay attention to that rally.” 


A Crack on the Other Side 


Those present certainly did that, but that day there was 
a crack on the other side, in Slavonia and Borovo Selo. 
where there were many casualties. 


Under the new conditions of democratization, which 
also signifies greater difficulty in keeping well-concealed 
secrets, such as those on which we have presented certain 
facts, this will probably help us in very quickly obtaining 
details concerning the events in Borovo Selo similar to 
those concerning the action carried out at the Plitvice 
Lakes. 


But again that will be only the police operations that 
were the background to a state policy that ts given the 
form of the “new Croatian democracy” under the regime 
of the HDZ and Dr. Franjo Tudjman. 


This policy, it is clear, 1s aimed at the referendum on 19 
May and the kind of homogenization of the Croatian 
people which will signify a vote for an independent state 
of Croatia and for that republic to separate from Yugo- 
slavia. As the old rule of politics would have it, the end 
justifies the means. 


In militarized Croatia, 1 1s being expressed ever more 
nakedly as state terror, the use of weapons, repression 
and violence, elementary threats to the human and 
ethnic rights of the Serbs, and that 1s evoking their 
response of action to defend themselves 


The consequences of this that have been surfacing, the 
ever greater number of deaths on both sides accompa- 
nied by an indescribable spread of fury and hatred, are 


all the increasingly numerous links in the closed circle of 


terror and violence. This 1s typical of a police regime. 


however much it may disguise itself with the feathers of 


being the “most democratic and freest country”in the 
world. 


[Box, p 8] 


Go All the Way, Even if It Means 50 Dead 


Explaining how the action to arrest the “extremist” trio 
at Plitvice should be undertaken, Franjo Vugrinec said 
on 15 April: 


“Every means is allowed, even knocking them out and 
hitting them on the head, so they do not die, including 
paying someone who can do that. So, if it costs 10,000 
German marks [DM], we will pay DM 10,000, if it costs 
DM 20,000, we will pay off regardless of whether it 1s too 
expensive or cheap. The only condition ts that there not 
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be bloodshed, I mean a lot of bloodshed, I am thinking 
that there may be 10 of them, 10 of us that fight, and five 
dead. That 1s the only condition, but if the job gets under 
way and there 1s shooting. then go all the way even if 
there are 50 dead—S0 dead. So, let us be clear about this. 
That 1s why I emphasize that all means are allowed. 
Buying. bribing, incapacitating. | am thinking tempo- 
rarily. with those things, sprays. and so on, and so forth. 
Uh, hit them in the head, but do not kill them, uh, that 
1S all allowed.” Vugrinec said. 


He believed that that would signify “clearing up the 
problem of Plitvice and Korenica,” which “has priority 
for the entire Service.” We have seen what this view of 
“clearing up the problem” led to at Borovo Selo. 


[Box, p 8] 


The Essential Thing When There Is Shooting 


Zdenko Jendek, deputy police chief in the Plitvice sta- 
tion, looks this way on a situation in which shooting 
occurs: 


“When there 1s shooting, the essential thing for us is for 
our Croat not to be killed, but if a Serb 1s killed, we will 
put a gun beside him and say—-he was armed, he started 
for us, and that is what happened! 


Boljkovac Order on Krajina Police Affairs 


Y/BAV7T03A Zaerch VWIESNIK in Serbo-Croatian 
l6 May Yip! 


{Article by Ivica Maryacic: “Order by the Minister for 
Internal Affairs of the Republic of Croatia: “Krajina’ 
Secretariat for Internal Affairs Illegal”—first paragraph 
is VJESNIK introduction) 


[Text] Public security duties are being transferred from 
the Titova Korenica, Gracac, and Donji Lapac police 
Stations to the Gospic police administration, from the 
Benkovac and Obrovic police stations to Zadar, and 
from the Knin police station to the Sibenik police 
administration. 


Zadar—Josip Boljkovac, the minister for internal affairs 
of the Republic of Croatia, has issued an order stipu- 
lating the temporary transfer of public security duties: 


|. From the Titova Korenica, Gracac, and Donji Lapac 
police stations to the Gospic police administration. 


2. From the Benkovac and Obrovac police stations to the 
Zadar police administration. 


3. From the Knin police station to the Sibenik police 
administration. 


Duties covered by Article |, paragraph 2 of the Law on 
Internal Affairs relate to: the movement and residence of 
foreigners, travel documentation for crossing state bor- 
ders, public gatherings, the acquisition, keeping, and 
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bearing of weapons and ammunition. explosive sub- 
Stances, inspections in the area of fire protection, tech- 
nical inspections of vehicles, vehicle registration. 
driver's licenses, the registration of citizens’ residences 
and domiciles, identity cards. citizenship... 


Invaiid Personal Documents 


All personal documents and other administrative docu- 
ments issued by the aforementioned police stations are 
invalid, as are all documents issued by those police 
Stations without the stamp of the Republic of Croatia 
and of the Ministry for Internal Affairs. effective 14 
November 1990. Information on the order was provided 
Wednesday in Zadar by the chief of the Zadar police 
administration, Tomislav Stanic. In conjunction with it, 
the employment of 42 workers at the Benkovac police 
station and of 26 workers at Obrovac is terminated 
effective January of this year. This act represents a de 
facto declaration of the police in Benkovac. Obrovac. 
and other places in Croatia where they have refused to 
obey the Ministry as illegal. These police stations have 
been deprived of the status of legitimate forces. are 
illegal armed formations, and citizens are not obligated 
to respect their commands and orders. Action against 
these policemen will be undertaken by the competent 
public prosecutors, but it will also be taken against 
citizens, Stanic emphasized, about whom :t has been 
established that they directly or indirectly assisted these 
illegal police forces or covered up their unlawful activity 


List of Deserters 


Stanic also presented journalists with a list of policemen 
who have deserted from the Zadar police and stolen 
weapons and equipment. They are: Milan Boric. 
Milenko Sankovic, Zeljko Dzepina, Bozo Dodig. 
Milenko Mrdalj, Mirko Kalan). Nikola Jablan. Goran 
Opacic, Predrag Draca, Andelko Korlat, Nikola Tintor. 
Borivoy Mucalj. Milos Bosnic, Dusan Kresovic, Marko 
Karan, Milorad Mrdal), Slaven Raskovic. Slobodan Olu- 
jic, Nebojca Plecac, Jove Uzelac, and Ljubomir Tam- 
polja. Also presented was a list of workers whose employ- 
ment with the Zadar police administration has been 
terminated for various reasons, and who are now 
working for the so-called SUP [Secretariat for Internal 
Affairs] of Krajyina: Mladen Radmanovic,. Jovo Novak- 
ovic, Zeljko Kalinic, Mladen Veynovic, Zdravke Grao- 
vac, Damir Basta, and Davor Gajyica. 


Hidden Assailants 


In the course of the criminal investigation of the murder 
of policeman Frank Lisica on 2 May of this year, the 
Benkovac police have behaved extremely improperly 
and have hidden the perpetrators of the crime. even 
though they know who did it. During the armed attack 
on a police patrol from Zadar on 28 April near Kakma. 
the police patrol’s vehicle was fired on twice. after which 
the vehicle was stolen. Those who attacked the truck 
from the “Polaca™ agricultural cooperative on 26 April. 
during which two citizens were wounded in the crossfire 
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from both sides of the road, are also being hidden. And 
then there 1s the attack on the Usljebrka family in Byelina 
and the abduction of Marinka Usljebrka to Knin. The 
Obrovac police. too, have no desire whatsoever to inves- 
tigate the perpetrators of serious criminal acts in the 
cases involving the blowing up of the waterworks and 
electric transmission lines near Obrovac. as well as those 
involving the disturbances on the roads there. Repeated 
efforts to reestablish cooperation with these police forces 
have been unsuccessful. 


Split Disorder Linked to Tudjman Speech 
¥1B410669B Belerade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 
Y VNar ¥/] py 


{Unattributed article: “Did Dr. Tudyman Incite Rioting 
in Split?: Struggle of Entire Croatian Nation” ] 


[Text] Splut—Part of BORBA’s report on the talks 
between the Croatian president and leaders of Dalma- 
tian opstinas, which were held at the Hotel “Medena™ in 
Trogir on 5 May of this year, has been liberally quoted in 
public. Based on what was said on that occasion, many 
people have accused Dr. Tudjman of inciting the citizens 
of Split to noting. BORBA presents an authentic excerpt 
from the stenographic notes of that meeting. 


Ante Tudic (Sinj): We have been broken down. No one ts 
afraid any more. Kijevo is encircled. Barricades of 
military personnel carriers are being replaced on the 
road to that town. Martic’s people. and Chetniks. Even a 
Red Cross truck with medicine was not allowed into 
Kijevo. It was seized, and is in Civljam. The people of 
Cetinska Krajima are aware of the histori moment in 
which they are living, but we must defend the women 
and children who care for our policemen. As far as 
Kijevo is concerned, allow us to die with them. 


Dr. Franjo Tudjman: It seems that there 1s apprehension 
in your words about the possibility that we will not be 
able to get out of Kijevo, but I have just ordered the 
minister for internal affairs to go to Kyyevo. And when 
they presented an ultimatum, | said no. Just as with 
Plitvice. Consequently, Kyevo 1s a Croatian question. 
But since we have the information that we have, 
meaning about misguided people as well as those who 
would impale us. and we saw that yesterday on the 
television, restrain yourselves and allow us to liberate 
Kijevo. But you could assemble 5,000 people and go 
protest before the naval district command headquarters 
and ask them how they can allow Cheiniks to block the 
roads. And persevere in that. Call up foreign journalists 
too and tell them to write something about this, about 
how this is not simply a struggle by the Croatian leader- 
ship. but rather one of the entire Croatian nation. And if 
there is a need to solve problems with weapons, then we 
will solve them with weapons 
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Tudjman, Milosevic Use YPA To Advance 
Careers 

Y/BAVO60SB Belgrade NIN in Serbo-Croatian 3 May 91 
pp 12-14 


{Article by Stipe Sikavica: “Tin Soldiers: Sloba and 
Franjo in Uniform” | 


{Text} Although Milosevic entered professional politics 
considerably earlier, he was promoted among the “large- 
caliber” politicians only at the famous Eighth Meeting, 
whose “spirit” (and “evil spirit’), depending upon the 
angle [Serbian word] (and angle [Croatian word]) of 
observation, has governed the Serbian, and in large part 
also the Yugoslav, political scene almost up to the 
present day. In the merciless collision which thanks to 
the most powerful news medium occurred before the 
eves of the (then shocked) public, Milosevic utterly 
defeated his political opponents. And it was in that 
decisive battle that Milosevic had splendid support from 
the heavy artillery in Nikola Lyubicic’s speech. To be 
sure, the strength of Lyubicic’s support did not derive 
trom the content of his speech in the plenum, still less 
trom the confused manner of its delivery, but most of all 
from his authority, whose system of coordinates con- 
sisted of four points: national hero, federal secretary for 
national defense for many years, one of Broz’s most 
reliable collaborators, and a general known for his firm 
hand. 


In the marathon sessions of the Central Committee of 
the League of Communists of Yugoslavia in the course of 


1988, which also took place in front of the television 
cameras, Milosevic, who was then the first man among 
Serbian Communists, as a rule took identical positions 


Or positions very similar to those presented on behalf of 


the party in the Army by the top military leaders. He 
thereby gained the sympathy of members of the officer 
corps. 


A Graveside Precedent 


In conquering the highest positions of power in Serbia, 
Milosevic relied on yet another general and national 
hero—Petar Gracanin, the famed Partizan commander. 


Gracanin and Ljubicic were not the only supporters 
Milosevic had among retired generals and admirals, and 
one indication of this is POLITIKA’s well-known feature 
“Echoes and Reactions.” The voice of support from 
retired officers was also heard at numerous meetings, 
and the voice of General Milojica Pantelic, retired, was 
like a paradigm. That ts, at a rally in Cacak in September 
1988, in a highly emotional speech, he compared 
Milosevic to a hawk, and the people immediately turned 
this into a battle cry “Slobo, the hawk!” 


At just about that same time, the trial of “Jansa and 
company” was taking place, and President Milosevic 
took almost every occasion to condemn the attacks on 
the YPA [Yugoslav People’s Army]. 
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In putting together this mosaic, it 1s almost impossible to 
omit the episode that took place on 28 March of last year 
on Avala. That is, betore placing a wreath on the grave of 
the Unknown Hero, Slobodan Milosevic received full 
military honors trom the honor guard and its com- 
mander, which was a precedent in military practice. 
Never before had such or similar military honors been 
accorded to any official of republic rank, and this caused 
an uproar. 


The Command and the Commander 


A few ideas in Milosevic’s oratorical Opus were as 
popular as the sentence “No one dares to beat you!” 
which he addressed to the disturbed, indeed frightened, 
Serbs and Montenegrins in the heated atmosphere of the 
reality of Kosovo on a May night in 1988. 


That sentence was also inevitable from the standpoint of 
this examination because it indicates the firm traits of 
Milosevic’s character and his inclination to cut conflicts 
short with vigorous commands. In that sense, some other 
commands of the president are indicative: “And now, 
everyone back to work!” “What was that...I did not 
hear!” And then ideas which began with the phrases: 
“We must...” and “They will answer....."" And so on. 


And then the provisions in the republic Constitution 
which have to do with national defense, in particular to 
direction and command of the armed forces in peace- 
time and wartime, seem to have been written precisely to 
the measure of the soldier's and warrior’s inclinations, 
appearance, and ability, and those of Slobodan 
Milosevic. Practically everything is in the president's 
hands—from mobilization to the use of the armed 
forces. 


Milosevic displayed his inclinations and ambitions as a 
commander most strikingly the day after Borisav Jovic 
resigned from the first chair in the federal Presidency, in 
a conversation with the presidents of Serbian opstinas 
hastily assembled on the dawn of 16 March: 


“If we have to fight, by God we will fight.... After all, if 
we do not know how to do good work and good business, 
at least we will know how to fight well...” 


Slobodan Milosevic for a long time resisted the harbin- 
gers of democratic change, and he was particularly 
persistent in Opposing multiple parties. It is difficult to 
assess how much that strengthened his popularity, and 
how much it detracted from the prestige of an untouch- 
able national leader. We can only make the observation: 
Milosevic and the military establishment here again 
coincided almost verbatim. Their views, if not identical, 
were at least very similar concerning the possible points 
of origin of the Yugoslav crisis. 


Concerning the charges from the northwest of the 
country that the Army was dreaming of a putsch, in the 
session of Serbian opstina leaders we mentioned, 
Milosevic decidedly stated, wearing no diplomatic 
gloves: 
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“What kind of a putsch would it be if tomorrow the 
Army, exercising its constitutional powers, should go to 
disarm those structures of the HDZ [Croatian Demo- 
cratic Community]? That ts not a putsch at all. The 
Army must disarm paramilitary formations in the inter- 
ests of protecting the constitutional order, and the Con- 
Stitution states that it must provide protection against 
violence, that it has a duty to protect peace in the 
country and territorial integrity in the country....” 


A Gerontological Blow 


The presence of a military delegation on Gazimestan 
during the celebration of the sesquicentennial of the 
Battle of Kosovo and especially the congratulations of 
Gen. Kadijevic to Milosevic after the convincing victory 
in the first multiparty elections after the war in Serbia 
signified great moral support to the Serbian president, 
and they strengthened his charismatic personality. 


Nevertheless, not every support from the military to 
Milosevic actually signified support, nor could that sym- 
biosis have been free of adverse implications. 


For instance, Ljubicic’s rash statement at Kosjeric in the 
fall of 1989 to the effect that “the favorable sociopolit- 
ical situation in Serbia and the unity of the League of 
Communists in the YPA, as two factors for cohesion, are 
especially important to our aspirations to preserve this 
kind of Yugoslavia” was not applauded in the Army, 
much less in Serbia. 


However skillfully he extricated himself from the 
embrace of the “new” party—the “League of Commu- 
nists—Movement for Yugoslavia’—Milosevic can 
hardly work himself free. Least of all because he has 
family ties with that party, but rather because his ideo- 
logical epithet derives from the communist incubator, 
which can be confirmed by a multitude of examples, 
including the gerontological “Rally at the Mouth of the 
Sava” on 9 March of this year. That rally—at which Gen. 
Stevan Mirkovic, retired, (although tireless), also 
spoke—shook to the foundations the rule of the current 
leader of Serbia, which up until that time was unassail- 
able. 


Tanks on the paving stones of Belgrade, regardless of 
their honorable purpose. shaped the opinion of many to 
the effect that the Army did not win glory by that act. 


The Excommunicated General 


Dr. Franjo Tudjman has himself very precisely marked 
out the boundaries of his political biography with two 
defining points: one is his “fateful impressions of perse- 
cuted Croatism,” and the other is‘ 2 “establishment of 
a sovereign Croatia.” Moving between those determi- 
nants, Tudjman has gone through the hell of national- 
istic anathema at the level of Yugosiavia, but also 
through the state of grace of being hero and martyr in the 
bosom of the ethnos to which he belongs heart and soul. 
After having been excommunicated from public life for 
many years, he stepped onto the Croatian political scene, 
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and then on the Yugoslav political scene through the 
front door. His pronounced victory in the first postwar 
multiparty elections in Croatia was aided in large part by 
the chorus that satanized the future top leader during the 
election Campaign, and the military voice in that chorus 
was not negligible. 


Military Affairs 


By contrast with Milosevic, Tudjman, according to the 
knowledge gained by the author of this article, never 
enjoyed the favor of the military establishment. Even 
though he had been a Partizan warrior and officer, even 
though he had graduated from the highest military 
schools of that time and wore a general's uniform, Franjo 
Tudjman was unable to reach the top of the military 
hierarchy. One of the reasons, say his fellow soldiers, is 
suggested by the fact that Tudjman was intractable, what 
is more, hardheaded. His voluntary retirement from the 
military at the beginning of the seventies was justified by 
the desire and need to “devote himself to scholarship,” 
whiie his biographers say that this was only partially true 
and that it would be “more complete to say that there 
was no way he could have become a national historian in 
the Army.” 


Quarrels and conflicts between Colonel and then Gen- 
eral Franjo Tudjman and a group of generals in what was 
then the Ministry of Defense, which the president of the 
Republic of Croatia writes about in his book of a 
‘“returnee” which went through large printings: Bespuca 
ratne zbiljnosti [|The Trackless Terrain of the Reality of 
War], lasted the entire length of the 1960s. The author 
of the book refers to that period, not without caustic 
irony, as the “military period of Tudjmanism.” The 
basis of that term can be interpreted in two ways. In the 
judgment of Croatian chroniclers, especially those who 
belong to the national rebirth, “*Tudjmanism” is essen- 
tially “defense of Croatism and Croatia,’ while 
according to Tudjman’s passionate Opponents, among 
them a large number of high-ranking officers, ““Tudj- 
manism”™ is “pernicious nationalism” and “‘a revival of a 
ghost from the past.” 


Even though the sin of nationalism was attributed to him 
considerably earlier, Dr. Franjo Tudjman was to become 
a Croat nationalist only by public promotion in the 
spring of 1964, and the promoter was none other than 
Dr. Vladimir Bakaric, the dominant political figure in 
postwar Croatia. Tudjman would go through many years 
of imprisonment carrying that cross of his, and now we 
see him at the present time on the merry-go-round of 
republic president persistent and enduring in defense of 
Croatia’s sovereignty. 


Obsession With the Machine Gun 


When, following the inevitable downfall of the League of 
Communists, the door of the Yugoslav political arena 
opened wide to the northwest, warnings of caution from 
the Army and from the Balkanized south became 
increasingly frequent. Although even then the voice of 
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Franjo Tudjman stood out in the cacophony of political 
parties in pluralistic Croatia, few people believed that 
the ex-general had even then harnessed the “winged 
horse” and was riding confidently toward the Croatian 
Assembly. Only after the impressive presentation of 
what then was the most Croat party in mid-February of 
last year in the “Lisinski™ Hall, with its royal dignity, 
where “Francek superbly sang his Croatian potpourri,” 
did it become clear to every observer at all literate about 
politics that Tudjman’s rivals had absolutely no pros- 
pects whatsoever in the electoral competition with him. 


On the fruitful foundation of the election program of the 
victorious party—the awakened myth of the “millennial 
aspiration of the Croatian people to have their own 
state” —Franjo Tudjman immediately erected one of the 
supporting pillars of Croatian sovereignty: “A Croat 
machine gun on a Croat shoulder,” which would become 
an obsession of Croat leaders, but it would also irritate a 
segment of the public in the rest of Yugoslavia that even 
then was agitated. However, it is only in the context of 
Tudjman’s designation “Croatia in its historical and 
natural borders” and in the context of his thesis of a new 
and objective approach to the victims at Jasenovac that 
this slogan (about the machine gun and the shoulder) 
evoked true avalanches of protest, especially among 
military officers, both retired and active. The military 
press made it known that Tudjman had been “neither a 
Partizan general,” “nor the main personnel officer of our 
Army,” as was said and written in less-well-informed 
circles. What is more, he is not even a retired general, but 
rather, it is stated in a “high-voltage” text, he was 
stripped of his rank and dropped from the military rolls. 
He is, then, a “general who resigned”! 


Fierce opposition and a still fiercer anathema would 
come down on Tudjman’s head from the slopes of 
Petrova Gora, from the popular rally in March at which 
the principal speaker was Dusan Pekic, national hero 
and retired general. Not long afterward, the official 
Army spokesman announced in a dramatic voice to the 
assembly of domestic newsmen that the “Army, in 
keeping with its constitutional role, would resolutely 
oppose all forces undermining the foundations of Yugo- 
slavia and weakening its defensive capability and secu- 
rity.”’ Yes, the sentence is phrased in Aesopian language. 
but there was no doubt whatsoever as to the address for 
which it was intended. 


All those protests, the analysts record, merely strengthen 
the confidence of most adult Croats that Tudjman was 
actually their right choice for the new father of the 
nation. 


Strength, Bread, and Salt 


In “defense of Croatia’s sovereignty.” Dr. Franjo Tud- 
jyman rejects Nazi-fascist theory and practice. In an open 
response to an also open letter, in which Col. Petar 
Trbovic asks him why he was forming certain armed 
forces, President Tudjman wrote in part: “Can it be that 
you do not see the threat of the retired generals who are 


POLITICAL 27 


calling for a crusade in defense of socialism, commu- 
nism, and monolithic ‘unity’?... | personally am not 
threatening anyone, nor is the Croatian Government. 
We are not attacking anyone. We offer to talk with 
everyone. We are calling for a historical new agreement. 
But that does not mean that we must respond to threats 
and the use of force with bread and salt.” 


That is why the two diametrically opposed strategies 
concerning Yugoslavia’s future—the federal (in whose 
practical realization the Army has come forth as the 
instrument of federal authority) and the republic strat- 
egy—simply had to come into the fiercest conflict on the 
most sensitive field, on the field of creating and arming 
paramilitary formations. 


The machine guns have actually reached “the Croatian 
shoulder.” Exposure of that operation, which was 
planned and carried out in strict secrecy, and especially 
the premiere showing of the documentary film of this on 
television, produced, of course, by the Army, had a 
shocking impact all over this space of ours, cut into 
parcels time and time again by the media and otherwise. 


Although more force, and less bread, is nothing specific 
to Croatia alone, it is a crude fact that that republic 
defines itself most frequently in terms of kalashnikovs, 
tanks, and explosives. Interethnic relations move along 
the razor’s edge, and the Knin revolution proceeds like 
any other revolution, as it was nicely put by a colleague, 
and from time to time grows into a torrent and overflows 
its bed. All of this, usually with good intentions, is 
thrown up to Tudjman and his team, 300 and some days 
after the election victory was celebrated all over the 
republic, a festive occasion in which both oxen and 
lambs were roasted, the drum roll of the talambas was 
heard, and brandy was drunk, and there certainly was an 
abundance of all kinds of other primitive things as well. 


If we ignore the extremists on the Croatian political 
scene, it is worth mentioning that that more moderate 
wing of the weak opposition reproaches Tudjman for 
showing at times the “coarseness of a military man,” for 
not being flexible enough toward his opponents, to the 
effect that the Croatian Government he heads has not 
had enough understanding nor political wisdom when it 
came to the Serbs in Croatia. That is being written even 
by certain journalists of the Croat press who have not 
betrayed the basic principle of their profession. 


Certainly, national homogenization, the formation of 
armed military structures, the importation of weapons, 
and in general the psychosis of a state of war, to which, 
whether he admits it or not, the commander in chief has 
also contributed, are certainly at the focus of the criti- 
cism. 


Markovic, Manolic News Conference in Vukovar 


Y1BA0671A Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 
10 May 91 p 7 


[Article by B. Bertok and I. Radovanovic: “*Ante Mark- 
ovic Stops in Vukovar With Group of Federal and 
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Croatian Officials: No Reshaping of Borders’—first 
paragraph is BORBA introduction} 


{Text] Ante Markovic: One of the most important tasks 
is tO prevent the reshaping of the external and internal 
borders of Yugoslavia and ensure trust among the 
people. Josip Manolic: We do not have a magic bag in 
which we have brought peace to this place. The visit to 
Borovo Selo is questionable. 


Vukovar—The disarming of all illegal military groups, 
the reestablishment of normal communication for 
organs of power that were victorious in the elections, and 
the formation of coordinating groups to investigate and 
attempt to resolve all individual tragic cases that have 
occurred in recent days in this part of Croatia—this is a 
rough summary of what was agreed to by representatives 
of federal organs and organs of the Republic of Croatia 
following two hours of talks. 


Their meeting (attended by Ante Markovic, Stane 
Brovet, Petar Gracanin, Zoran Miskovic, Josip Manolic, 
Josip Boljkovac, Slavko Degoricija, Josip Perkovic, 
Branko Babac) was supposed to last one hour, but was 
extended to nearly an hour and a half. Ante Markovic 
described that extension as “time invested in identifying 
the situation and in a final agreement.” 


Instead of the planned press conference, only Markovic 
and Manolic appeared before reporters following the 
meeting, where they issued brief statements, asking in 
advance that representatives of the seventh force stay 
away from the issue. This because the plan for their 
further activities had already been drawn into question 
by the extension of the talks. 


“We do not have a magic bag in which we have brought 
peace to this place. Peace must be reestablished by the 
very people living in these areas,” was the most impor- 
tant part of what Josip Manolic told reporters. 


In his words, the fundamental objective of the people 
who met in Vukovar was, by focusing on the tragic 
clashes that, as he said, will go down in the history of this 
region, to attempt to find some solution and to prevent 
further clashes. Their arrival, in Manolic’s words, also 
represents a reinforcement of the desire for peace, 
democracy, and dialogue. 


The Croatian prime minister also told reporters that 
complete agreement was reached at the day before yes- 
terday’s session of the SFRY Presidency between mem- 
bers of the top Yugoslav leadership and representatives 
of the republics on two matters: the reestablishment of 
peace and a peaceful resolution of problems. At the 
session, in Manolic’s words, it was concluded that terms 
such as civil war and state of war are malicious and that 
they contribute to further unrest in these regions. The 
top man in the Croatian government said that the 
initiative to resolve the Yugoslav crisis through demo- 
cratic dialogue was unanimously accepted by the Presi- 
dency, because all else, especially the events in Vukovar 
and criminal retribution, is estranging us from Europe. 


Information on what was agreed to (disarmament, the 
formation of coordinating groups, the reestablishment of 
normal communication) was presented to reporters by 
Ante Markovic. In the prime minister's words, the FEC 
[Federal Executive Council] is aware of all the problems 
currently being faced, which have been induced by 
changes in society. These changes, Markovic said, are 
accompanied by economic difficulties, and by the fact 
that we still lack political education, the result being that 
numerous religious, ethnic, and human emotions are 
being unbottled, which are causing additional difficul- 
ties. Nevertheless, in Markovic’s words, there is 
increased awareness, probably due to the enormous price 
that we have paid over the past few months, of the need 
to organize forces that will ensure a peace-loving and 
democratic solution to all problems. 


One of the most important tasks, according to Markovic, 
is to prevent the reshaping of the external and internal 
borders of Yugoslavia and to ensure trust among the 
people. All this, the prime minister believes, will lead us 
back onto the road to reform. He also concluded that we 
are at the beginning of the establishment of a bourgeois 
society, and that we must continue this process until we 
have created a genuine pluralistic, bourgeois society in 
which all human rights will be guaranteed for all its 
citizens. 


Even as the two prime ministers were leaving the impro- 
vised room where the press conference was held, 
reporters were able to ask them whether they would be 
going to Borovo Selo. Manolic responded that he 
intended to talk to people who are ready for dialogue in 
order to determine who is a terrorist, who is frightened, 
who is misguided, and who is simply of a different 
opinion. He announced, however, that the people in 
Borovo Selo were unwilling to offer guarantees that 
Croatian representatives would be safe, that they also 
issued certain preconditions for the arrival of represen- 
tatives of federal organs, and that for this reason those 
talks will not take place. Asked whether he will go to 
Borovo Selo, Markovic responded, “We'll just have to 


ss 


see. 


The workers of ““Vupik” and “Borovo” combine issued 
calls for order and peace yesterday, and otherwise all 
enterprises were open for work, although at reduced 
capacities. There continued to be difficulties with the 
arrival of workers from surrounding towns, and zigzag 
barricades and armed sentries are still in place in 
Trpinja. Peace in Vukovar opstina continues to be 
illusory, a fact that was reaffirmed last night as well. 
Another BORBA kiosk was smashed in Borovo Naselje, 
and at 2130 armed civilians fired on a police patrol on 
the road to Borovo Selo. One policeman and one 
assailant were injured, and the other two assailants were 
arrested. 











JPRS-EER-91-071 
28 May 1991 


Founding of Slovene National Party Reported 
YI BAVU610A Ljubliana MLADINA in Slovene 


, ”» 


2 Apr Yl p 22 


{Article by Miha Dj. Stamcar: “Pure Slovenes”’] 


[lext] The Slovene National Party [SNS] has been 
founded in Ljubljana for those who have never been 
either Communists or non-Slovenes. 


Zmago Jelincic, the president of the SNS, claims that it 
1S NOL a party that would be completely right-wing: “It 1s 
a considerably more left-wing party than you would 
imagine, but with the orientation that everything that 1s 
good should be done for one’s own people. and not for 
everyone else. I think that it 1s precisely for Slovenes that 
everything should be done, because they are at home 


here, and because they were born here. The rest, of 


course, aS long as we need them, are foreign guest 
workers in Slovenia.” 


The party’s statute says that no one who was previously 
a member of the Slovene LC [League of Communists] or 
the LCY [League of Communists of Yugoslavia] can 
join. The Presidency can also decide otherwise, however. 
“Look, during the war an enormous number of people 
were accepted into the party in one way or another, and 
then trom 1945 on, the Belgrade hierarchy banned the 
use of Slovene partisan decorations, disbanded the 
Slovene army. and had already previously killed the 
Slovene commandant. Franc Rozman-Stane. It was sab- 
Otage, and many people in the 1950's and 1960's turned 
in their party identification precisely because of such 
things: we will naturally make an exception for them. But 


by no means will we accept into our ranks the kind of 


turncoats who are now hiding in the Demos parties. We 
will make an effort to keep our party as pure as possible,” 
claims the party's president. The new Slovene party. 


consequently. does not have the best possible opinion of 


Demos, and not only because of the presence of turn- 
coats. 


“Demos is essentially collapsing; it is a historic entity 


that achieved its goal in a decisive period, and some of 


its people absolutely deserve all respect. for example Dr. 
Pucnik and Pirnat, and a few others. On the other hand, 
there are people who do not deserve it in high positions 
in Demos. We are disillusioned with Demos. They 
promised an autonomous, independent Slovenia, but 
they were intimidated; in spite of the decisions by the 
Slovenes themselves, they are still talking about some 
confederations, which our party will not support. I was 
disappointed when I saw Bucar on television that day 
vacillating over whether we would or would not 
secede....”° Jelinic protests. 


The party's leadership maintains that their party 1s the 
first Slovene party here; all the others. of course. are 
political. That 1s why they will only accept Slovenes and 
those who feel themselves to be Slovenes into the party. 
which means that it 1s not enough for someone to be 
Slovene by birth or a Slovene citizen. “We know that 
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Stevo Zigon 1s a Slovene, but he does not feel himself to 
be a Slovene, and instead, with his Serbian feelings, he is 
a disgrace to Slovenia. Those who are not Slovenes, in 
one way Or another, cannot join the party, because we are 
ruling that out in the very name of the party. In Slovenia 
we have Marojevic’s party and the SDS [Serbian Dem- 
ocratic Party], which are Serbian parties, so why 
shouldn't Slovenes have their own party which would 
advocate the rights of Slovenes?” the party asserts. The 
party also has a very convincing theory developed about 
Slovene citizenship. 


“We think that obtaining Slovene citizenship is an 
honor. Slovene citizenship cannot be obtained by just 
anyone. Certain guest workers in Slovenia, of course, 
could obtain Slovene citizenship, but only a few of them 
should do so. Slovenia has offered them everything: If 
they did not obtain employment, they started talking 
about chauvinism and advocated fraternity and unity; if 
they did not obtain housing. the same thing started, but 
Slovene families are living in holes. Our southern 
brothers have beautiful apartments, and we have built 
entire quarters for them. According to some data there 
are 200,000 of them, but according to Marojevic’s there 
are as many as 400,000, and that has to be settled. 
Slovenes will not tolerate this any longer.” How will we 
settle things concerning citizenship? Who is a south- 
erner. and who can compete for citizenship anyway, in 
the party’s opinion? “Those who want Slovene citizen- 
ship have to reside here continuously for 20 years. They 
absolutely have to have mastered the Slovene language, 
have confirmation of their permanent residence, eco- 
nomic independence, ensured service, etc., and would 
have to declare themselves to be Slovenes,” says the 
party. which already has more than 100 members regis- 
tered. Some of them are already in high positions in the 
Demos parties. which they are leaving, but we were not 
given their names in order to make their work easier. 


Personnel Changes in Slovene Information 
Services 
Y/BA06644 Ljubljana DELO in Slovene 6 May 91 p 2 


[Article by Slava Partlic: “Personnel Renewal at the 
Information Services”’] 


[Text] Lojze Peterle’s decision to dismiss and replace 
government press representative Brankko Podobnik 1s 
actually not surprising. In a way, it completes the per- 
sonnel renewal of the information services that began 
with the dismissal of Alenka Leskovic,. the head of the 
Assembly information service, and continued with the 
replacement of Minister Stane Stanic. The new govern- 
ment. obviously dissatisfied with its own public image, 
undertook this job deliberately, and also—for instance, 
in the case of Alenka Leskovic—very clumsily. And if we 
also add to that personnel renewal at its information 
services, the financial support for the birth of the new 
daily, SLOVENEC. and the revival of DEMOKRACIJA, 
as well as the indirect control over organizational and 
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personnel changes at RTV [Radio and Television} Slo- 
venia, its intention of “achieving balance in the Slovene 
media sphere” becomes recognizable both in strategy 
and tactics. 


Of course, the government has a legitimate right to 
Organize its Own information services so that their ser- 
vice to the public and to journalists will be of high 
quality, and the public image of the work and endeavors 
of state bodies will thereby be more credible. It seems 
that a year ago, when the Demos leaders took power, 
they underestimated the significance of their informa- 
tion agencies, since they did not devote too much atten- 
tion to them in the personnel sense. The people who 
occupied the key posts in the information services, not 
through professional, and even less political references, 
were not part of the “first Demos league.” The term of 
Alenka Leskovic, who headed the former Assembly's 
information service, was simply extended. Branko 
Podobnik was taken from the Republic Committee for 
Information and was appointed the government press 
representative, probably because he had already infor- 
mally done that job during the final period of the Sinigo) 
government. Also, it seems that Stane Stanic’s appoint- 
ment to the position of minister for information was not 
the result of any particularly thought-out personnel 
policy. The new government thus rearranged the infor- 
mation area with the personnel that were at hand, and 
not with personnel who would be “close” to it, or in 
whom it had confidence at least from a professional 
standpoint. The fact that those people of the “third 
league,” including Minister Stankic, were in a way kept 
out of events in the Parliament and the government is 
consequently understandable. Of course, that could be 
seen from their reporting, since as a rule journalists were 
earlier and better informed about events in the govern- 
ment and the Parliament than those professional state 
reporters. It took the government almost a year to 
recognize that it would not get very far with its awkward 
attempts to discipline the media (let us recall Stanic’s 
notorious law on the public media from last July), its 
pushing aside its own information services, and its 
arrogant attitude toward the public and journalists, and 
that such a policy was harming primarily its own sta- 
bility, which was already fragile. That is probably the 
reason for the change in strategy and tactics in settling 
matters in the information area. 


Anyway, the purpose of the personnel renewal in the 
State information services and the financial support for 
the so-called pluralization of the media is clear. The 
government wants to take more resolute and more delib- 
erate steps to improve its media image, which it now 
believes to be too distorted. One way or another, we will 
soon see whether the personnel renewal at its informa- 
tion services will result in more up-to-date and more 
complete information about events in government 
bodies, or in more skillful concealment and varnishing of 
the information. 
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Kucan on Presidency Meeting, Relations With 
JNA 

91BA0669A Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 

Y May 91 p 21 


{Article by Dragisa Draskovic: “Last Session of SFRY 
Seen Through Kucan’s Eyes: Fallacious Power Ratio’ — 
first paragraph is BORBA introduction] 


[Text] The actual ratio of power in the Yugoslav Presi- 
dency is four to two, even though in quantitative terms it 
is four to four. Nothing has happened in Croatia to 
necessitate army intervention. Croatia must first be 
called on to establish law and order, and if 11 1s unable to 
do so, only then should army assistance be requested. 
The session “deadlocked” on the question of how to 
separate citizens who are at odds in Croatia. It all 
involves occupying the best possible bargaining position. 
The Army was misused in Belgrade, and this cannot be 
permitted, the Slovene president believes. 


Ljubljana—The quantitative ratio of power in the Yugo- 
slav Presidency is four to four, but qualitatively it ts 
actually four to two. This was the message repeated 
several times at yesterday's meeting with reporters by 
Milan Kucan, appearing |4 hours later at the scheduled 
press conference following the extended session of the 
SFRY Presidency. Complications arose at the session 
not because of any dramatic development, but rather 
because of the search for options for ensuring peace. 


As we know, the Army demanded that the Presidency 
ensure peace by political means, and if it would not do 
so, the JNA [Yugoslav People’s Army] would apply its 
own means. All of this seemed like an ultimatum, which 
would solve nothing. and in practical terms the whole 
situation would revert to the time of Jovic’s resignation, 
which was not a resignation. But this will be decided by 
the Presidency. but not its extended configuration. 


In Principle and in Reality 


It is evident that sharp words were exchanged at the 
session after the announcement that the Army ts initi- 
ating a state of combat readiness for three reasons: It 
wants to defend the land, sea. and air frontiers of 
Yugoslavia: second, it wants to avert interethnic conflict, 
promising not to interfere in matters that should be 
settled by the police. The first reason prompted Kucan to 
repeatedly raise the question: What pact or country 1s 
threatening Yugoslavia? The answer came only after 
President Jovic snapped, “You are.” 


“The events in Split showed that things cannot be 
resolved in this way. but they must not be forgotten,” 
Kucan emphasized, adding that at Mostar around 
15,000 people blocked the roads in order to keep tanks 
from passing, and that rallies in Macedonia drew 30,000 
people demanding, as in Slovenia, that their recruits 
serve in the mother republic. The Army appears to be 
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Pan-Y ugosiay. and things like this happen. The matters 
of principle are clear, but when the talks begin, the 
differences are great 


4 considerable amount of time was devoted to the 
political responsibility of the republics and to the recog- 
nition of legitimate rule. The Slovene position 1s that the 
republics and their organs must guarantee law. order. 


and peace in the territory of their republics, and only if 


they cannot ensure these things should they turn to the 
SFRY Presidency for extraordinary measures and JNA 
involyxement. When things intensified in Kosovo, essen- 
tially according to the assessment of Serbia and after its 
request. federal police units and the Army were 
deployed. In the case of the Republic of Croatia, nothing 
has happened. Slovenia raised the question: Was Croatia 
first called upon to reestablish law and order. was it 
given the opportunity to do so. and did ut have any 
Support in this’ Nothing of the sort. Kucan said, and the 
Army intervened directly 


In Kucan’s opinion, the debate showed that in certain 
circles and certain republics there 1s no recognition of the 
legitimacy of the legitimately elected Slovene and 
( roatian governments 


Moreover, the session “deadlocked” on a second point, 
or rather on the preparation of an announcement from 
the debate: How should the sides in Croatia that are at 
odds and are threatened be separated’ This included 
Striking a balance between the organs of the legal 
Croatian state and the parallel power structures in areas 
with a majority Serbian population. The central question 
was whether it 1s necessary to limit freedom of move- 
ment and the movements of individual armed forma- 
tions in these areas. and on the basis of whose request 
and agreement this demarcation should be executed 


lL se and Vlisuse 


There were obvious efforts by the president of Serbia and 
by President Jovic to effect this necessary separation 
without the consent of the Presidency and the Croatian 
government. “Quite frankly.” Kucan believes, “this 
would mean the achievement of a partition of Croatia 
into Serbian and Croatian parts. with the help of the 
Army. After that. one would simply wait for a refer- 
endum and the division of Croatia into two parts.” 


“All of these questions were not expressed drastically at 
the meetings of republican presidents.” Kucan believes. 
“but now it 1s already obvious that what we are talking 
about 1s occupying the best possible position during the 
bargaining process.” adding that accepting this at face 
value means playing into the hands of Serbian nation- 
alist policy. “Quite simply. the republics must be respon- 
sible for law. public order. and peace. There are actions 
Stipulated by law and by the Constitution only if the 
republics are unable to do so. Within this context, it 1s 
clear when and how use should be made of the JNA. 
whose constitutional role we do not dispute, but at the 
session there were great differences of interpretation 
concerning the use of the Army.” says Kucan 
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Asked whether the Presidency also discussed the |! 
points of the agreement between Ante Markovic and the 
FEC [Federal Executive Council] delegation on the one 
hand, and Croatian President Tudjman on the other, 
Kucan responded that Croatia, as Josip Manolic con- 
firmed. agrees with it in principle. but does not agree 
with the wording of certain points. The issue centers on 
pragmatic questions: Is a truce necessary. 1s 1 necessary 
to return weapons acquired without authority. to ensure 
that there are no more clashes. to ensure further negoti- 
ations, and on the other hand to ensure the compatibility 
of the legal system. the financing of the federation, which 
iS Clearly a combination of old and new Markovic points. 
Nothing new. Kucan concluded, and several things are 
unrealistic: Compatibility means freezing the majority of 
state legislation in all the republics for three months. It 1s 
obvious that despite good intentions, the fate of this 
proposal will be decided in the Federal Assembly 


Moreover, concerning the FEC position that no one can 
withdraw from the federation prior to an agreement, 
Kucan said that this is reasonable. because it 1s the 
government of the SFRY. and because the SFRY has 
territorial integrity. the FEC cannot behave otherwise. 
With regard to the fact that the republics have not 
accepted the Slovene position on separation, the Slovene 
Assembly is preparing a message to the Federal 
Assembly and FEC concerning a demand for negotia- 
tion. “If this 1s reyected. we will have a situation where 
Slovenia must make a pragmatic decision.” Kucan said. 


Without responding to a question concerning relations 
between the JNA and the Presidency. as commander in 
chief. Kucan then returned to the time when the Army 
leadership did not agree with the commander. “Four 
republics do not think that the Army can subjugate the 
civilian and political structures in Yugoslavia, and these 
republics do not want to accept the ultimatum that the 
Army is presenting. It must not be forgotten that the 
Army has already been misused in Belgrade to settle 
political scores with the opposition, and it cannot be put 
into a position of being misused in the future.” Kucan 
said. “For this reason, 1t must be absolutely subordinate 
to the supreme commander 


Editor's Note 


This article by our reporter was internal information that 
he sent to the editors. However. because of the impor- 
tance of what was said. we decided to make it available 
to the public 


Drnovsek on Army, Slovenia’s Independence 


¥/BA06764A Liuhliana DELO in Slovene 
1] May ¥1 p21 


[Interview with Dr. Janez Drnovsek. member of the 
Slovene SFRY Presidency. by Danilo Shivnik and Veso 
Stojanov: place and date not given: “The Army Is 
Reserving for Itself All the Options” ] 
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[Text] We talked with the Slovene member of the federal 
presidency, Dr. Janez Drnovsek, on the same day that 
the two-day session of that highest federal body ended. 
after the public had waited with impatience and uncer- 
tainty to see whether the Yugoslav leadership had 


yielded to the Army’s demands and declared a state of 


emergency. 


[DELO] Are the decisions adopted by the Presidency 
feasible from the standpoint of the situation in Croatia 
and the interests of the Croatian authorities? Is anything 
fundamental changing in that situation? 


[Drnovsek] The essential difference 1s that at that session 
we achieved agreement among the Presidency and all the 
republic presidents on those points that directly con- 
cerned the crisis in Croatia. The basic issue for me was 
whether they could accept what would be accepted by 
both of the sides involved: the Serbs and the Croats. It 
appears that that 1s not even possible. On one hand, the 
Serbian representatives are insisting on even greater 
involvement of the Army, and practically on the JLA 
[Yugoslav People’s Army] occupying the areas with a 
mixed population. That would eliminate Croatian juris- 
diction and sovereignty in that area. On the other hand, 
the Croats tried to hold onto their sovereignty and did 
not accept alternatives that would mean drawing new 
borders and changing Croatia's territory. The compro- 


mise solution lies in the fact that in the second point of 
our announcement, which says that the movement of 


armed units must be prevented and that it will be done 
by the JLA and the Federal Secretariat for Internal 
Affairs. they will nevertheless do that in cooperation 
with the Croatian authorities, all actions will be coordi- 
nated with the latter. and this measure will only last for 
one month. That was a key thing. since such a decision 
without a limited duration would mean a new situation 
that could last indefinitely. This has yielded a new 
quality. The situation is now extremely aggravated and 
tense, so that it can explode at any time. Consequently 
the period of one month, within which movement ts 
restricted, 1s in effect. In practice, 1 will be carried out by 
the JLA together with the Federal Secretariat for Internal 
Affairs, and by the local legal police in each district. All 
actions will be coordinated with the Croatian authort- 
ties. Thus, in a way Croatian sovereignty has been saved 


[DELO] With yesterday's session. did the Presidency 
regain some of its legitimacy and the role that it lost with 
Jovic’s departure? Are at least some federal institutions. 
for instance the Presidency. reaffirming themselves” 


[Drnovsek] It may be too early for such a judgment. The 
basic 4:4 division in the Presidency still exists, with 
Serbia having three votes plus Montenegro's. even 
though the actual ratio among the republics 1s 4:2. That 
ratio constitutes a constant blockade. It has only been in 
extreme circumstances, like now. during that night and 
the last two days when we knew that there really could be 
a direct conflict and a civil war, that the two sides took a 
step backward and found a compromise. since so far 
their positions have always been extreme ones. No one 
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wants to reach a compromise. This has still not ensured 
constant quality in the Presidency’s work. 


{| DELO] Does that mean that Stipe Mesic will assume his 
posiiion? 


{[Drnovsek] I expect so. If that does not happen, the 
Presidency will collapse. | am convinced that in that 
case, at least four members of the Presidency would not 
accept another solution, and those who caused it would 
decide to have the Presidency collapse, and essentially to 
have federal institutions collapse. They know and both 
Yugoslavia and the world would know who caused 11. 


[DELO] How much truth ts there in the military leader- 
ship’s becoming completely independent’ Is the JLA sull 
waiting for formal announcements like today’s” 


{Drnovsek] | think not. The highest representatives of 
the Army maintain that they will not deviate from 
legality for an independent military coup, although it 1s 
true that their announcement to the public on Tuesday 
called that into question. That is why | raised that 
question at the Presidency session, and we have not yet 
received an answer. We will continue to discuss this at 
the next meeting. The matter is still open, and some 
answers may still be given in connection with the latest 
events. Only then will we finally be able to answer that 
question. The fact 1s that the 4:4 ratio in the Presidency 
is such that part of the Presidency completely and 
automatically supports the Army's position, even in 
these latest instances. By doing so, they are actually 
giving more maneuvering room for independent action 
by the Army 


[DELO] Is Bogic Bogicevic really such a key figure in 
that 4:4 ratio” 


[ Drnovsek] With that ratio we are always in a position in 
which someone 1s trying to get five votes. It 1s true that 
the eastern four are more cohesive and more organized 
| also told them that at the last session. The remaining 
four of us are just more diverse, and also more indepen- 
dent in our judgments. we do not have anyone to give us 
directives 


[DELO] How would you comment on the fact that none 
of the Army representatives attended the Presidency 
session during those three days’ Does that indicate that 
they are leaving the decisions to the politicians, or that 
they are already ignoring the Presidency” 


{Drnovsek] Their answer to that question was that i had 
to do with trying to reach a political solution and that 
they did not want to and would not interfere in it. At the 
same time. they said that if there were no political 
solution they would have no other choice but to use the 
Army to resolve the ethnic antagonisms and this crisis 
There 1s still no final answer to this question, and we will 
only be able to give one after we have analyzed all the 
facts of those days 


[DELO] Did the interrepublic talks negotiations fulfill 
their function” 
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| Drnovsek]} It would be hard to predict the fate of those 
talks. It 1s possible that after some sort of reconciliation 
we will continue in the Federal Presidency together with 
the presidents. In this regard, the very replacement of the 
president of the Federal Presidency may also be a rather 
significant factor, since so far at this stage we have 
entered a stalemate, which the current president of the 
Presidency did not know how to surmount, or else even 
caused constant blockades and a stalemate himself 
through his combative conduct of meetings. If the con- 
duct of the Presidency 1s different, there will be more 
opportunities for us to move things forward within the 
Presidency and together with the presidents. 


{DELO} What sort of role 1s Ante Markovic playing in 
this’ He 1s already so opposed to Slovene independence 
that the Federal Executive Council [FEC] will not even 
begin any process of determination, dvawing up bal- 
ances, ¢ctc 


[Drnovsek] The FEC and Markovic have focused all 
their efforts to date on establishing a transitional period, 
which could last for a very long time. During that 
transitional period. the normal functioning of the feder- 
ation would be ensured. The republics’ efforts to estab- 
lish a different and more independent status for them- 
selves are not too compatible with that effort. 


[DELO] Is toreign support for Markovic really as great as 
it would seem at first glance and as he himself says? 
What ts the attitude abroad toward Yugoslavia, and on 
the other hand. toward Slovenia? 


{Drnovsek} There 1s certainly a differentiated approach 
abroad. but mostly they prefer to have Yugoslavia 
remain together in some form. That can also be a looser 
form. a confederation or something else. That 1s because 
of the global strategic interests, primarily of the great 
powers, which are interested in events in the Sovret 
L'mion, the balance of power, and the possibility of 
controlling those events. If they first viewed the indepen- 
dence of Slovenia with encouragement, they would 
thereby encourage others as well. That 1s their political 
interes! 


No one can deny peoples mght to self-determination and 
to a democratic decision. If that mght 1s democratically 
exercised and fulfilled. new facts will be established 
which can then be reassessed. No one 1s prohibiting 
Slovenia in advance trom doing this, no one 1s denying 
its right to this. and everyone 1s recognizing its right to 
do mt. At the same time, however, they recognize that in 
a way their political interest 1s also selfish, like every 
political interest. and for global reasons they would 
preter that not happen. This ts still prevalent. The 
most convenient option for them would be for us in 
Y ugoslavia to reach an agreement and to establish peace. 
without its being a precedent tor other countries, espe- 
cially East European ones 


[DELO] You have talked with many people abroad 
about this. Did it ever occur to vou then that Slovenia 
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should halt the process of becoming independent 
because of foreign opposition? 


{Drnovsek]} Al times our interlocutors make an effort to 
demonstrate that the process of gaining independence 
will be very difficult and that Slovenia could find itself in 
a difficult economic position, and that international 
recognition of it will be very complicated and will take a 
long time, especially if it 1s not agreed upon in consulta- 
tion with the rest of Yugoslavia. Some interlocutors 
particularly stress this. It 1s apparent that others person- 
ally do have more sympathy and understanding, and are 
not convinced that insistence upon unity, which ts itself 
unstable, 1s really the best solution. The question ts 
actually what 1s a stable solution. 


{| DELO} Have you ever personally agreed with the idea 
of retreating from our independence and proposing that 
we think about 11 once more” 


[Drnovek] | am aware of the great difficulties, economic 
and otherwise, involved in Slovenia's independence. We 
should not underestimate this by any means. It requires 
maximum ability and maximum involvement of all 
Slovenia's potential. When | observe Slovene internal 
developments, | sometimes wonder whether Slovenia 1s 
even capable of doing this. That 1s my personal attitude 
toward this. 


On the other hand, a person wonders what the alterna- 
tives are, what the options are? If 1t were possible to have 
a friendly agreement among the Yugoslav republics to 
keep the truly positive elements in their union and then 
very quickly join Europe, that would seem quite accept- 
able. Events in Yugoslavia, the civil war, the clash 
between Serbs and Croats, and the still unresolved 
Albanian question, etc., are presenting us with a choice 
that in the end can only be a choice between more and 
less bad alternatives. If events in Yugoslavia continue to 
develop as they are now, then it 1s possible that Slovenia 
will not even have any other choice but to escape from 
this situation. If it were possible, on the basis of clear 
Slovene independence and our right to settle our own 
affairs and establish sensible ties with other Yugoslav 
republics, and then join the rest of Europe as soon as 
possible, then | would be in favor of 1. But recent events 
confirm my fear that this 1s unlikely. 


[DELO] Then the process of becoming independent 
should be continued” 


{Drnovsek] It must be continued, but at the same time 
we must keep trying to reach an agreement with the 
others in Yugoslavia. If it 1s possible, then that 1s the 
optimal solution, but if not, then one way or another 
there 1s nothing left but independence. It 1s out of the 
question for Slovenia to capitulate completely. to retreat 
from our independence and sovereignty. and to throw 
ourselves upon the mercy of the relationships and situ- 
ation in Yugoslavia. That 1s out of the question. 


[DELO] Do you think that an agreement 1s possible” 
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{[Drnovsek] | am not too optimistic, in view of the 
discussions in the Presidency. I have told my interlocu- 
tors, Or the members of the Presidency, several times 
that they have succeeded in turning me, from the relative 
optimist that | was, as well as a supporter of the federa- 
tion at the beginning of my term, into an advocate of the 
independence and sovereignty of the republics, because a 
dialogue with them ts often impossible, and because they 
use all sorts of manipulations, even tricks, and do not 
give any basis for mutual trust. Perhaps some other 
group, or different relationships that could be estab- 
lished in those republics in the future, would provide 
more of a basis for such confidence, but the present 
group, unfortunately, does not. 


[DELO] Who among the Western countries is the prin- 
cipal author of their policy toward Slovenia? Is ut Italy. 
De Michelis, or the United States, as some people claim, 
naturally because of its global interests with respect to 
the Soviet Union? Where is the key? Whom do we have 
to convince? 


{[Drnovsek] Each of those countries 1s playing with 
several options. Every good politician always has several, 
and so do all those countries as well. Currently their 
preferred option regarding these events is a unified 
Yugoslavia, but no one wants to bet everything on that 
card alone. They will make a determination in light of 
developments, and in light of how those events unfold. It 
iS true that each one has its own political interests, more 
or less global, and also quite specific ones as well, but 
nevertheless the Western worid, in the final stage. cannot 
deny the principle of democracy and self-determination. 
Their civilization, politics, and everything else through 
which they succeeded in winning Eastern Europe for 
themselves are based on that. Naturally. if they deny that 
principle, they will be denying themselves, and they will 
be calling everything into question in the long term. 


[DELO] Has the EC been able to influence Austria’s 
position on Slovene independence? Is Austria inclined to 
support us” 


[Drnovsek] After the talks I have had | could state that 
Austria has an autonomous policy regarding this. Per- 
haps it is the one most familiar with our situation, 
because it 1s closest to us, it has a great deal of under- 
Standing of the events here, and | think that 1 does not 
have any intention of accepting someone else's assess- 
ments. It also denies that there would be any attempts to 
influence the situation. 


[DELO] Within the Slovene situation, where do you see 
the most shortcomings, perhaps even a big mistake that 
things are as they are, as far as our independence is 
concerned” 


[Drnovsek] | am concentrating more on international 
relations and on Yugoslav relations, and I do not deal 
with internal politics in Slovenia very much. It seems to 
me, however, that they are underestimating the 
demanding nature and the importance of this achieve- 
ment of independence that they have undertaken, and 
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the difficulties in connection with it. | have noted that in 
many cases there is not enough awareness of all this, and 
that everything is directed inward too much, as if the 
beginning and end of everything in the world were here, 
whether in the Slovene Assembly, or in interparty dicus- 
sions, Or interpersonal relations. They give priority to 
this ahead of objective matters and events. But this 
involves the survival of Slovenia. It has wagered every- 
thing, and it has to survive—literally. In view of this, 
people have to work seriously and responsibly. Inter- 
party and also interpersonal quarrels should be left for 
the times when we will not have such difficulties. 


Presidency Member Rejects ‘Montenegrin Nation’ 


91BA0640A4 Zagreb DANAS in Serbo-Croatian 
30 Apr 91 p 28 


{Article by Fahrudin Radoncic: “Everything Is Ready for 
Arrests | 


[Text] While the gullible segment of the Montenegrin 
public goes crazy with fabrications about the formation 
of an illegal “royalist government” of Prince Nikola Il 
Petrovic and the “mandatary” Jevrem Brkovic, the 
Communists in power in Montenegro have once and for 
all become the frivolous source of a political dismissal 
notice at the Yugoslav level. POBJEDA’s “illegal gov- 
ernment,” which, much as in the case of the “46 dead in 
Pakrac.” numbers more than 40 names, provided 
Bulatovic and Djukanovic a welcome occasion to rail- 
road through the Montenegrin parliament the appoint- 
ment of the controversial Branko Kostic as a member of 
the SFRY Presidency from Montenegro. And to make 
several other similar moves to consolidate the Serbian- 
Montenegrin negotiating position. 


What Has Replaced Tito 


Following the departure of Nenad Bucin, who with his 
excessively radical imitation of Jovic’s demagogic resig- 
nation slammed the door on his opportunity for any kind 
of retreat, the vacancy in the disintegrating collective 
leadership of the disintegrating state titillated the public. 
Nevertheless, in spite of numerous calculations, there 
was no surprise. Insiead of Bucin, who can be called a 
Serb in politics, his place was taken by Kostic, who in 
this sense 1s a more extreme figure than his predecessor. 


Dr. Kostic, who, like Bucin, made the successful jump 
from the ranks of the “old politics” onto the train of the 
antibureaucratic personnel and took the place of one of 
the engineers who according to a timetable from Bel- 
grade is switching Montenegro onto a pro-Serb track, has 
long been known as a man with an insulting vocabulary 
who dismisses rather lightly the ethnic sentiment of the 
nationality he will be representing in the SFRY Presi- 
dency. That is in fact why his choice for the new federal 
post 1s interpreted as an act in preparation for the easiest 
possible realization of the announced so-called federa- 
tion of Serbian states, in which Montenegro 1s to have a 
flattering role, but one that is disastrous for it. 
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The fact that during the vote on his election Dr. Kostic, 
challenged in Parliament, repeated that the Muslim and 
Montenegrin nations were invented by the Communists 
following World War II, is merely a continuation of his 
poltroonish posture toward Slobodan Milosevic. Inci- 
dentally, when it comes to the Montenegrin leadership, 
he 1s no exception whatsoever in this respect, except that 
he 1s perhaps less mysterious as a political player. To be 
sure, he did not display that kind of unmysteriousness 
during his political apprenticeship, which lasted for 
decades and in which there was no case when he crossed 
by even a millimeter the “Montenegrin coordinates” 
that had been laid down by Milatovic’s policy in Mon- 
tenegro. 


But Milosevic’s dominant influence on Montenegro 1s 
not manifested solely in the major personnel moves, but 
is also manifested in certain ephemeral details. Thus, 
Momir Bulatovic, chief of a European state which con- 
tinues to bear the attribute “socialist.” decided to 
remove Tito’s picture from his office and replace it with 
the Montenegrin coat of arms from Lovcen. This was 
immediately done by all the other republic officials as 
well, and it seems that that chain began during 
Milosevic’s recent half-hour visit to Bulatovic. 


The malicious segment of the opposition is now tortured 
by the intriguing dilemma of whether it 1s true that even 
Bulatovic’s mustaches could not conceal the redness of 
his face under Milosevic’s reproachful gaze when he saw 
Broz’s picture in the official premises of his protege. 
There is a still more serious dilemma here: Is the 
Montenegrin coat of arms in the office of the chief of the 
Montenegrin state the one with the Karadjordjevic 
chapel or the one with the Njegos mausoleum” 


These spicy riddles nevertheless have a far deeper back- 
ground and message than one would conclude at first 
glance. The Montenegrin assault on Ante Markovic and 
the FEC [Federal Executive Council] demonstrates con- 
vincingly that it all has its logical explanation and 
constitutes part of a recognizable scenario. For that 
matter, one need only listen to Mile Dyjukanovic. 
According to his lights, which have been above all 
political rather than economic in nature, “betrayed 
hopes cannot be quantified because the facts convinc- 
ingly indicate that the policy conducted by the federal 
government over the last year and a half has experienced 
an utter fiasco.” 


Stalinist Rehabilitation 


ne can in any case hardly expect from Djukanovic a 
convincing line of argument about economics. Not only 
because this 1s a 28-year-old economist who 1s doing his 
apprenticeship as the republic prime minister, but also 
because Djukanovic 1s one of the rare republic prime 
ministers who does not attend meetings with Markovic 
unaccompanied by his economic adviser, more precisely, 
Vuk Ognjanovic, M.A., the only competent person in his 
cabinet. which 1s thin when it comes to economics. 
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Nevertheless, this did not deter the pretentious Dyju- 
kanovic a bit from getting into a showdown with the FEC 
in the center of the ring. First of all, of course, he failed 
to catch the warning of Dr. Milos Radulovic, Commu- 
nist and university professor, who lucidly warned the 
Parliament. which is like a political rally, that Mon- 
tenegro snould not thoughtlessly rush into doing political 
errands for others in a situation that is unclear and 
uncertain anyway. 


Djukanovic defended the Montenegrin assault on the 
country’s monetary system with his conception of justice 
and in an extremely debatable and legally unfounded 
manner. But the summit of manipulation of the people. 
who were following the direct broadcast of the meeting, 
was not what he said, but what he kept silent and 
concealed. And he kept silent, for example, the datum 
that over the last three years of “antibureaucratic gov- 
ernment” Montenegro has been brought to the edge of its 
economic existence and last year received 750 million 
dinars from the federal treasury. And that ts 85 percent 
of the total gross personal incomes paid out in Montene- 


gro! 


Yet another datum demonstrates how “improper” the 
FEC has been toward this republic: Monienegro, which 
has slightly more than 600,000 inhabitants, received 13 
million dinars for social benefits from the federal trea- 
sury, while at the same time Bosnia-Hercegovina, with a 
population of 4.5 million, received 24 million dinars 
from the federal treasury for this purpose! It thus 
becomes a bit clearer why Djukanovic decided on the 
role of a spiteful critic instead of proving with sounder 
arguments “Montenegro's inequality.” Somewhere in 
the uninformed population this certainly might pass as 
justification for his own inability, and it will consider- 
ably improve his already high rating with the Milosevic 
staff headquarters, but it makes Montenegro still more 
isolated, more lonely. and finally. more dependent upon 
the concept of an expanded Serbia. 


Only in the aftermath of the moves that were made— 
Kostic’s election, the refusal of the Montenegrin Parlia- 
ment to vote confidence in the FEC, and the planting of 
disinformation about the “royalist putsch’—does the 
harangue against the pro-Montenegrin opposition 
become clearer. The decision of the Montenegrin Presi- 
dency to rehabilitate all the veterans of Goli Otok 
therefore sounds grotesque at moments when a fabri- 
cated denunciation is used as the basis for posting a new 
wanted circular for intellectuals who do not demonstrate 
loyalty to the Bulatovic government. 


Even if one does not take into account that in connection 
with this rehabilitation not a single sentence was uttered 
in rejection of Stalinism, one cannot but note that just 
the other day a law was passed which makes it possible 
for Pavle Bulatovic, republic secretary for internal 
affairs, to put political malcontents tn isolation as he sees 
fit and without judicial procedure. Yet was it not 
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according to similar “legal” rules that the veterans of 
Goli Otok were sent on their “business trip” that lasted 
several years? 


That is why the opposition in Montenegro is wondering 
more and more whether the adoption of that law is only 
a part of a broader political crossword puzzle in which 
the other segments are Dr. Branko Kostic, bringing down 
the FEC, and finally setting up a “truncated” Yugo- 
Slavia, that is, an alliance of Serbian states. Because in 
Montenegro there are a growing number of opponents 
both of this kind of governmental and political concept 
and also Bulatovic’s administration, the realization of 
this idea 1s hardly feasible unless the notorious isolation 
IS practiced on a larger scale. 


Dispute Intensifies on Regional Communities 


LD1505 144191 Belgrade TANJUG in English 
0003 GMT 15 May 91 


[Text] Sarajevo. May 14 (TANJUG)}—The Serbian 
Democratic Party in the Yugoslav Republic of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina today firmly refuted charges that Serbs are 
destroying the republic. 


The government of Bosnia-Herzegovina on Monday 
recommended a “freeze” on the association of com- 
munes into regional communities. 
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The direct cause for the recommendation was the 
forming of two regional communities—the Bosnian Kra- 
jina and the Community for Eastern Herzegovina, with 
majority Serbian populations—whose forming is being 
explained by economic reasons. 


A statement released by the Serbian Democratic Party 
reproaches the Moslem and Croat ministers with a 
“gross and unsubstantiated denial of the constitutional 
right to free association of communes into regional 
communities”. 


“The charges of ethnic homogenization are simply not 
true, as the communes with majority Moslem and 
Croatian populations have been permitted to associate”, 
the statement says. 


This central Yugoslav republic is multi-ethnic, with 
Moslems accounting for some 40 percent of the popula- 
tion, Serbs for 32 percent and Croats for 17 percent. 


Despite the republican government's recommendation, 
the assembly of the new community of Bosnian Krajina 
this evening decided to form its local government. 


The Serbian Democratic Party’s Regional Committee 
for Eastern Herzegovina, based in Trebinje, today said 
that it does not accept the government's recommenda- 
tion, either, and that it will go ahead with its intended 
association of communes without delay and “forge a 
firm link with the peoples who want Yugoslavia”. 
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Slovenia’s Defense Vlinister on Defense Law 


YIBAUVOSSA Ljubljana NEODVISNI DNEWNIK 
in Slovene 7 May 91 p 19 


{Interview with Slovene Defense Minister Janez Jansa by 
Joze Curin: place and date not given: “The Uneasy 
Slumber of the Recruits”} 


[Text] Ljubljana, 7 May— “The amendments to the Law 
on Military Obligation that were passed by the Federal 
Chamber of the Yugoslav Assembly are not valid in 
Slovenia until they are confirmed by the Republic 
Assembly. and it will also probably not confirm them,” 
Stated among other things Janez Jansa. Republic Secre- 
tary for National Defense, in an interview. 


{Curin] How would you comment on the amendments to 
the Law on Military Obligation that have been passed? 


[Jansa] The amendments were proposed back in the 
early autumn of 1990. Even though these amendments 
were not passed until now, last November the JLA 
{Yugoslav People’s Army] general staff was already pre- 
paring all the things that result in practice from that law. 
That simply means that it established regional military 
bodies in Slovenia that were then supposed to assume 
control of the performance of the military obligation. 


They did try to do that, not on the basis of the law, but 
rather on the basis of decisions made by the federal 
government. That attempt was unsuccessful, because the 
regional military bodies were unable to obtain the 
recruitment records. The same thing will happen now. 
because the Law on Military Obligation and the amend- 
ments to it that were passed are not valid in Slovenia 
until they are confirmed by the Republic Assembly. The 
Slovene Assembly will probably not confirm them. just 
as it did not confirm a number of other federal laws that 
were passed after the amendments to the republic Con- 
Stitution last September 


With respect to the legal situation, the matter is therefore 
clear. The amendments to the federal law are not valid in 
Slovenia. That is why there is no real possibility that the 
federal bodies could obtain the recruitment records. 
either by force or otherwise, which would in practice 
permit the implementation of those amendments to the 
federal law. There may be exacerbations. incidents, and 
disputes over this point, but there is no sense in that. If 
disputes occur, .hen that will not only be a step against 
Slovenia, but also a step. to put it simply, taken by 
“sinister forces” against the effort to settle the crisis in 
Yugoslavia peacefully. 


A republic law on military obligation has also been 
passed: it restricts the performance of military service 
solely to the territory of the Republic of Slovenia, and we 
will certainly adhere to that law. Recruits or conscripts 
are not directly threatened by the recent threats from the 
chiet of the JLA general staff, because here 1 1s more a 
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matter of the attitude of the republic authorities toward 
the federal ones, because in a way this is infr-nging upon 
the jurisdiction that is still possessed by the republics. 
The recently passed amendments to the Law on Military 
Obligation (the federal one) could have direct conse- 
quences for recruits, but only if the federation, let us say, 
forcibly compelled the republic authorities to yield in 
their positions, and the Republic Assembly revoked the 
moratorium—which it probably will not do. 


{Curin] Do the recent statements by the chief of the JLA 
general staff and the latest events in Croatia nevertheless 
have something in common? 


{Jansa] Only a few days after the replacement in the 
Yugoslav military leadership, which they say occurred 
because of illness. they again began to act just as in the 
days of Branko Mamula, when only threatening 
announcements came from there. That latest statement 
was also aimed in that way, and particularly frightened 
some people because it was made public at the same time 
that JLA units were intervening in the Knin Krajina. 


That gave the statement much greater weight than it 
would otherwise have had, since it consisted of certain 
well-known formulas (it was a statement that the JLA 
consistently respected and carried out the decisions of 
the federal government). At that time the new leadership 
of the JLA general staff obviously felt that because of the 
events that were approaching—I am thinking of 15 May, 
when there will be a replacement in the Federal Presi- 
dency, and 19 May. when there will be a referendum on 
the status of the Croatian Republic—it would be neces- 
sary to do something before those dates, which would 
have a fundamental effect upon the future outcome of 
the Yugoslav crisis. That is why this period may be 
rather dangerous.... 


Comments on JNA Chief of Staff Views, Actions 


91B406774 Zagreb DANAS in Serbo-Croatian 
” May 91 pp 14-15 


{Article by Mladen Maloca: “Personality of the Week: A 
General Without Mercy” ] 


[Text] By introducing the logic of Tiananmen Square 
into political dialogue, Adzic has placed himself in the 
category of those willing to establish totalitarianism to 
stop progress toward democracy. 


When General Staff Chief Blagojye Adzic made his 
appearance in the position of deputy federal secretary for 
national defense at a meeting of the SFRY Presidency, 
immediately after the brief notice in the newspapers 
about Veljko Kadijevic’s “viral ailment,” all those who 
believe that democracy is a real possibility and not just a 
Utopian dream, were thunderstruck. Adzic achieved 
notoriety several months ago with his statement, “So 
what if several thousand heads roll? The world will be in 
an uproar for a week, and then forget about it,” which 
seems to reflect the thinking of the Chinese general who 
gave the order to open fire in the Square of Heavenly 
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Peace. As it were, overnight he was transformed from 
merely one of the “rank and file” into a metaphor for the 
hard-core and violent conscience generally ascribed to 
any military leader, but in particular to ones who are not 
subject to democratic control and who harbor political 
ambitions. Admittedly, the public heard about this sen- 
tence of his indirectly, as it was interpreted by one of the 
members of the federal presidency, but it is nevertheless 
a fact that Adzic took no steps at all to deny the 
assertion. In this way he has himself contributed to his 
image of antihero, even in this area of the Balkans, where 
now, at the very end of the 20th Century, pathological 
executors of someone's political will are disfiguring 
people and cutting off their heads. 


Quite a few people state that the perpetrators of these 
monstruous crimes have encouraged the passive 
behavior of individual generals toward Milosevic’s 
expansionist policy, and Adzic 1s alleged to have made a 
significant contribution to this behavior. Regardless of 
how much of this speculation will be found accurate by 
later analysis, the perception persists that by his 
behavior and statements Adzic has upset the political 
equilibrium among the military leadership. Certainly no 
one in Croatia will forget his summer statement when, 
after the first logs in Knin and the attempts by the 
Croatian Ministry of Internal Affairs to remove them by 
police action, he declared in a threatening tone that “if 
one head 1s harmed, one casualty, the Army will imme- 
diately intervene.” 


His statement was interpreted and understood as 
meaning defense only of Serb heads and denial of the 
rights of the Croatian authorities to oppose the illegal 
actions of the ringleaders He has given ordinary people. 
and not just political analysts, the impression that the 
Army would definitely intervene on Milosevic’s side and 
against the young democracies in Slovenia and Croatia. 
And those who like entertaining stories must be 
reminded that during that period Veljko Kadijevic was 
not on the job. As a matter of fact, he was on his annual 
vacation, but it never occurred to anyone that he might 
be distancing himself from Adzic and his statements. 
The interpreters of the new government were convinced 
that ideas are set im generals’ heads as they are 
throughout the military. To these persons everyone in an 
olive drab uniform was the same, reduced to being an 
opponent of democracy, and attacks were launched 
against Kadievic as they are today against Adzic. 


It took time to come to the realization that completely 
identical and coordinated opinions are not harbored 
under similar uniforms, that neither the Army nor its top 
leaders are devoid of the differences that exist in society. 
But when the peaceful and composed Drnovsek, in 
response to a direct question in an interview granted to 
DANAS, stated openly that Kadijevic supports the 
soberminded generals who are trying to relax tensions, 
and Stipe Mesic said something similar about Imocanin 
with his dedication to Yugoslavia and high education 
acquired in foreign and domestic military schools, a 
more complex view began to be taken of Kadijevic and 
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relationships in the military leadership, a view with 
fewer one-sided oversimplifications. 


All this does not, of course, confirm the assertions 
currently circulating in the form of rather dramatic 
interpretations of a definitive ft among JNA [Yugoslav 
People’s Army] leaders. First of all it must be realized 
that deep differences difficult to surmount exist between 
the new governments in Slovenia and Croatia and the 
generals, no matter what their names are. Perhaps Adzic, 
Brovet, Kadijevic, and the others do not hold the same 
opinion of how to overcome the deep crisis, but it is 
absolutely certain that they differ sharply from Tudj- 
man, Kucan, Jansa, Pucnik, Manolic, and others on the 
future of Yugoslavia. Here too there is no great secret. 


Simply put, survival of Yugoslavia guarantees survival 
of the JNA, and this fact irrevocably separates the 
military integrationists from the separatists of the repub- 
lics. If Drnovsek and Mesic are to be believed, reason- 
able persons like Kadijevic could be of assistance at least 
in keeping these objective differences from being drama- 
tized to the extent of forcing us into a situation such that 
the putsch-mindedness of individual generals might be 
given full expression, with consequences that Adzic, for 
example, is willing to accept. 


Such a reasonable attitude could still guarantee that the 
military will not become a plaything in the hands of the 
Milosevic-Jovic-Bulatovic team, but that, adhering at 
least to the remnants of the Titoist concept when it 
cannot follow the modern civilian concept, it will realize 
that it must not submit to any one ethnic side, and 
especially not attack a people which does not fit into the 
Serbian nationalist hegemonistic plans. But to what 
extent is it possible at all to gamble on the card of reason 
in these crazy times in which ethnic impatience ts 
assuming tragic proportions? Faith in reason remains a 
fragile reed, and it is possibly for this reason that the 
story of Adzic’s hit at Kadievic has received so much 
media exposure. 


In these black-and-white divisions, Adzic generally ts a 
naysayer, the personification of the hard-core approach, 
and his Dinaric figure sometimes induces people to 
express reservations about his capabilities as a general. 
But persons who know him better assert that one should 
not be deceived by this appearance. Adzic developed as 
a line officer just as did Spegelj. but the Croatian general 
is Said to be more cultivated that the one from the Drava 
region. He commanded a battalion, regiment, brigade. 
division, and corps. Before coming to his current posi- 
tion, he was deputy chief of staff of the Yugoslav Armed 
Forces. He completed higher military schools in Yugo- 
slavia and abroad. It 1s said that he was ranked among 
the first at a well-known French military academy. These 
details of his biography indicate that he should be more 
cautiously evaluated, since he obviously 1s a profession- 
ally competent officer. When newsmen recently asked 
him about his relations with Kadiyevic, Adzic replied 
that he is infuriated by newsmen who want to make up 
such a conflict. The staff of the Supreme Command of 
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the Yugoslav Armed Forces unanimously proposed cer- 
tain measures to the Presidency of Yugoslavia, above all 
ones relating to preparedness of the JNA to prevent 
interethnic conflicts. 


When these measures were rejected, no One among the 
military leaders, said Adzic, felt himself to be a winner or 
loser. Adzic went on to say that he is happy to go on as 
before, and the Armed Forces headquarters was and 
remains unified. “Not so much tomorrow,” as might be 
said by Slobodan Milosevic, in many respects a man 
whose political goals are served by Adzic, possibly in 
response to this statement by Adzic. 


Possibly this inflexible general should be believed when 
he says that he is concerned for the young and that he 
does not want to do them harm merely because they are 
nationalists of one stripe or another. After all, the 
personal drama he experienced as a child when the 
Ustasha collaborators in the village of Pridvorica near 
Gacko killed 37 Adzics in 1942 would speak in favor of 
this general. Consequently, his actions and statements in 
recent months indicate that he answered the call of one 
policy on behalf of another. The commander of the 
General Staff should be on the job in the Army and not 
act as a political arbiter who determines (in accordance 
with what criteria?) whom the Army is to obey. Adzic 
personally need not have any sympathy for the new 
government in Croatia or Slovenia—nor do all Croatians 
or Slovenes for that matter. Adzic, as the Chief of the 
General Staff, must work exclusively at his job of com- 
manding the Army. This is a sensitive boundary that top 
generals never Overstep in democratic systems, taking 
great care to keep the military exclusively in its function 
of serving to ensure the security of the borders of the 
country. 


The political crisis of recent years has shaken up the 
ranks of the Army as well, and entirely new generations 
coming of age under peacetime conditions have reached 
its top ranks. Kadievic is virtually the last military 
minister who has a wartime pedigree; his successors do 
not have this wartime experience. 
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It might be expected that the new generations would 
display greater receptivity for the contemporary move- 
ments, for the democratic openness and establishment of 
a civilian society and a legitimate government. It turns 
out, however, that under the new conditions they are 
acting with much less political sensitivity than some of 
their predecessors, and even less so as advocates of a new 
movement of civilization. This is, of course, bad for both 
generals and civilians; for the generals because they lose 
the historic opportunity of making connection with 
coniemporary democratic movements, and for the civil- 
ians because they can have no confidence in the fairness 
of the existing military forces and will seek solutions in 
parallel, or as they are currently termed, paramilitary 
formations. As a result, nervousness builds up on both 
sides. This nervousness, intensified by the general crisis 
and a feeling of hopelessness, may explode in a merciless 
settling of scores. 


Who would be a victim then, and who the winner? And 
would Adzic or one of the other top Army leaders say 
that he prevented civil war? It might rather be said that 
the main figures in such an Army orientation would 
promote the policy of universal chaos that Milosevic has 
mercilessly followed, tearing Yugoslavia apart. The sev- 
eral years of terror under his policy has led everything to 
the edge of the abyss. This can be overcome only by 
wisdoni and patience. Unfortunately, not also by confi- 
dence, because it was gambled away long ago, especially 
after Kiev and Borovo Selo. The most responsible mem- 
bers of the General Staff must know this very well, and 
would not easily let themselves be called to action by 
civilian advocates of a military putsch. 


If it is true that Adzic is the man who holds in his hands 
the keys to the clearing up of the Yugoslav crisis, then he 
should at any rate take this and other facts into account. 
He should take a look at the experience of others and 
realize that every war is compulsion of brief duration, 
and that the fate of persons who execute putsches is 
always the same. Democratic dialogue has no alterna- 
tives, and so, Adzic’s Tiananmen Square logic could be 
fatal to already deeply shaken ethnic confidence, and 
also to democracy in these parts. A question for the 
country is: Can Kadijevic help? 
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FEC Problems With Financing of Federal Budget 


91BA0672C Belgrade BORBA in Serbo-Croatian 
11-12 May 91 p 3 


{Article by D. Vucinic: “Violence to the Budget’’] 


[Text] It is still not clear how the Federal Executive 
Council [FEC] will see to it that the disobedient repub- 
lics discharge their obligations to the federal budget. It is 
known, however, that all of them without exception have 
adopted decisions whereby they hold back the funds 
earmarked by law for the federal treasury, possibly 
paying a certain quota for the community at their own 
discretion. So far they have not all been applied in 
practice. 


The FEC has already “sent” to the Constitutional Court 
Slovenia’s laws and decisions for assessment of consti- 
tutionality because so far they are the only ones in black 
and white. The others will probably be treated in the 
same way. What happens then remains to be seen. 


Here is how matters stand at the moment. During the 
last four months, a total of 44.2 billion dinars from the 
basic turnover tax and customs duties should have been 
paid into the federal treasury (according to the plan and 
laws in effect), but only 18 billion were paid in. So, 41 
percent less than the amount planned. 


Bosnia-Hercegovina paid 3 billion, Montenegro 300 
million, Croatia 4.6 billion, Macedonia 298 million, 
Slovenia almost 3 billion, Serbia proper 4.8 billion, 
Vojvodina 1.7 billion, and Kosovo 304 million dinars. 


Slovenia has for all practical purposes “pulled out.”” On 
1 April, it adopted its budget, and since 4 April has been 
retaining customs duties and the turnover tax for itself. 
As for the period of this year so far, Slovenia takes the 
position that it owes the Federation 3.8 billion, and it is 
committing the “other” 9.2 billion to which the Federa- 
tion is entitled under federal law to exchange-rate differ- 
ences, stimulation of exports, the financing of the cus- 
toms services and foreign exchange inspectorates. 
Everything, that is, that the republic is “taking over” 
from the Federation, and that is why it has decided to 
“take over” both the 36.5 billion from the basic turnover 
tax and about 12 billion dinars from customs. 


Macedonia and Montenegro have adopted their deci- 
sions to hold back all funds from the basic turnover tax 
and customs duties, except that at their own discretion 
they cancel obligations which the Federation has to 
them. The Assembly of Bosnia-Hercegovina has also 
adopted a statute allowing it to do that, but it is not 
enforcing it in practice (as yet). 


Serbia passed such a law on 26 April and is enforcing it. 
Under that decision, all revenues from the basic turn- 
Over tax are committed as it sees fit, as follows: 50 
percent to the republic budget and 50 percent is credited 
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to a separate account of the Social Accounting Service of 
Serbia. Should it choose, it could set aside something for 
the Federation from that separate account. 


It is not difficult to imagine what the Constitutional 
Court of Yugoslavia will have to say about all this, but 
the question is how the Federation will nevertheless 
thrust the debts into the common pocket. It is prepared, 
we have learned unofficially, to do just that, if for no 
other reason because the YPA [Yugoslav People’s Army] 
and other beneficiaries of the federal budget cannot be 
financed from an empty treasury of the state of Yugo- 
slavia, which still exists. In a few days, the courts will 
also be looking at “supplements” for gasoline, alcohol, 
and cigarettes, which Serbia has adopted regardless of 
federal laws, and they have already taken effect. The 
FEC is calling upon the court to render decisions that 
would halt all of these and similar actions and enact- 
ments. 


What is more, the FEC the other day warned the 
Government of the Republic of Croatia of the illegality 
of its recent decision whereby the “office” of the 
Republic of Croatia in Stuttgart and Munich issues and 
extends “passports to citizens of Croatia’ working tem- 
porarily in the Federal Republic of Germany, because 
only the consular missions of the SFRY may do this 
abroad. 


Defects of Serbian Economic Program Cited 


91BA0672B Belgrade NIN in Serbo-Croatian 3 May 91 
p 33 


{Article by Ivica Stojanovic, M.A.: “List of Fond 
Wishes” 


[Text] It makes almost no sense to describe the state of 
the Serbian economy. The illness has become chronic, 
has grown into an insupportable agony, and the danger 
therefore threatens that the economy will commit collec- 
tive hara-kiri. The illness is moving from the domain of 
fatiguing figures to human destinies. The news went 
almost unnoticed that “a tragic case occurred in the 
Belgrade opstina of Zvezdara: A pensioner decided to 
commit suicide in protest (his body has just been found 
in the Danube), two days after he informed his opstina 
organization of his intention.” 


But let us take things in order. 


Many sections of the program of the Serbian Govern- 
ment are a muddle, and therefore it sounds like a 
proposal for a research project that has been clumsily 
done in its style, logic, theory, and language. That 
clumsiness is evident in the following observation: 
“There is no doubt, and research demonstrates it time 
and time again, that production is the principal factor in 
the development of any society. Without production, 
human society could not survive....” 


This observation sounds like an economics textbook for 
the first year of secondary business school. Most of the 
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program consists of commitments or conditionals: What 
would happen if.... One gets the impression that the 
authors do not realize that the situation is alarming. That 
is why the program, indefinite as it is, hangs in time and 
space and does not touch down on reality. 


The Study of History 


From the standpoint of the economic system, the pro- 
gram describes a transitional state in which the move- 
ment from a consensus economy to a market economy is 
pronounced. That commitment of the program produces 
a hybrid economy with the following basic characteris 
tics: 


Social ownership is retained, state Ownership is to be 
dominant, and elements of mixed and private ownership 
are introduced. Then elements are introduced of a 
market for commodities, but no market for labor and 
capital. 


So, a system 1s to be established in which capital will 
exist, but no capitalist. In the context of this transitional 
economic system, one of the hybrid elements that 
emerges is the collective agreement, which 1s a backward 
element of the consensus economy until such time as the 
titleholder of property is established. 


One of the very important goals of the Serbian Govern- 
ment’s program is halting further decline of production. 


The program has not stated in operational terms the 
possibilities for arriving at what is called sound currency. 
That is why the estimate is quite unrealistic that it would 
be possible to obtain between $3 billion and $5 billion a 
year to finance development. Of the 12 sources given, 
the only realistic sources for financing development are 
the granting of concession to domestic and foreign 
investors and entering into negotiations concerning a 
possible write-off of some of our debt. 


If domestic production is to be invigorated, exports have 
to be increased. In that context, instead of “‘an aggressive 
talk with trading partners, banks, and other financial 
Organizations in the world” and “quality use of the Serbs 
in the world” and the finding of new markets, it would be 
better for the government to study that period in Serbian 
economic history during the time of the tariff war with 
Austro-Hungary from 1906 until the beginning of 1911. 
During that period, Serbia’s exports increased by 26 
million dinars, and the surplus achieved was used to pay 
off the state debt. 


The program has not been clearly selective in assigning 
importance to the branches of the economy. It is well 
known that housing construction is capable of activating 
more than 27 branches of the economy. The Govern- 
ment of Serbia should therefore draft a specific plan for 
facilitating and stimulating housing construction. It is 
estimated that the personal sector, because of the well- 
known changes in the foreign exchange regime, is 
holding savings between two and two and a half billion 
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marks. At least a portion of that money could be acti- 
vated through housing construction. At the same time, 
the orientation toward the energy and raw materials 
branches is not good. They offer a slow return of capital, 
a low rate of profit, and no increase of production and 
employment. 


Hypocrisy and Immorality 


The program of the Serbian Government represents an 
optimistic wish list. It is not founded upon reality, it 
overestimates financial aid from abroad, and there is no 
clear and sound change in the economic system carried 
out in order to establish a market economy. 


Under those conditions, how does the government 
intend to motivate the citizens of Serbia? There will soon 
be 1.5 million unemployed. Recently, there were 
700,000 workers on strike only because they had not 
received guaranteed personal incomes for the several 
previous months. At the same time, in spite of the 
government's programmatic commitment to “abolishing 
all privileges in the republic, regardless of the period in 
which they came about and the persons to whom they 
pertain,’ average earnings in the republic are increasing. 
When we add to all this the 600 billion set aside every 
month from the republic budget to pay former republic 
officials, we see that instead of the proclaimed motiva- 
tion of the citizens of Serbia, what is offered is a 
hypocrisy that borders on immorality. 


Causes for Decline of Montenegrin Economy 


91BA0672A Belgrade NIN in Serbo-Croatian 3 May 91 
pp 28-29 


[Unattributed article: “Lord and Master’’} 


[Text] Alexander Solzhenitsyn has written somewhere 
that ‘“‘communism’s biggest problem is with language,” 
that is, its inability to call everything by its right name. 
Were it not for that language problem, communism not 
only would not have had problems, but, it seems, it 
would not have enjoyed such massive support. And that 
accounts for its inglorious demise—a movement which 
came into being and rose up on the most handsome 
words and messages, is today ending up on the dust heap 
of history. 


Even where it is experiencing the spasms of death, 
communism remains faithful to its “rich” tradition. The 
example (of the courage and heroism) of the red Mon- 
tenegrins offers confirmation of this: The slogan with 
which Montenegrins went to the polls in the first multi- 
party elections, held in December, was “The year begins 
in January.” On the one hand, this cleverly avoids saying 
precisely which January is referred to, while on the other 
it led a majority of the citizens of Montenegro to the 
conclusion that better and happier days awaited them 
beginning on the first day of the upcoming month of 
January. 
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For quite a few workers, and it can be said that they 
voted almost to a man for the Communists, this current 
year has not even begun because their holiday—May 
Day—has come without their having received their 
wages and salaries for January. They include the “veter- 
ans from the beginning” of the so-called antibureaucratic 
revolution, the workers (about 2,600 of them) of the 
socialized enterprise ““Radoje Dakic.” The number of 
such collectives would probably have been greater if the 
Djukanovic government had not raided Yugoslavia’s 
pay system and obtained funds to “hold back the water” 
flowing through the numerous holes in the Montenegrin 
economic system. 


Worse Than Worse 


Thanks to that “source,” at the last moment the govern- 
ment prevented the layoff of about 25,000 workers in 
this republic, who, shoulder to shoulder with the trade 
union, were demanding payment of the guaranteed per- 
sonal incomes for last year. The commando raid on the 
pay system also pacified 65,000 ('?) Montenegrin pen- 
sioners, whose “pensions” for February and March have 
long been in question. 


Only 4 percent of the 160,000 persons employed in 
Montenegro had by 26 April received personal incomes 
for that month. The most eloquent evidence of the 
“seriousness of the matter” is the fact that the Federal 
Bureau for Statistics, it was recently announced, has 
been unable to establish the average earnings for March 
of persons employed in Montenegro and Kosovo because 
of the long tardiness of their payment. As a consequence 
of that, 110,000 out of the 616,000 citizens of Mon- 
tenegro (according to the results of the most recent 
census) are covered by various forms of social benefits, 
while 10,000 of the most indigent families are receiving 
social welfare. And the number of applicants for social 
welfare is far greater than that. 


But there is an abundance of data on the “worse than 
worse” system. For instance, production fell by 16.6 
percent just in March. Bankruptcy proceedings are under 
way in 270 enterprises with an aggregate labor force of 
80,000. At the same time, the wages and salaries of 
persons employed in the republic rose 5.4 percent in 
March alone. The costs of living rose 5.5 percent, and the 
number of unemployed also climbed to 55,000, which 
represents 10 percent of the total population. And there 
is every likelihood that that number will also increase in 
view of the bankruptcy proceedings we have mentioned. 


What can the new Montenegrin Government do under 
the baton of the youngest prime minister in Europe, who 
came to the position of the first “economic entity” of the 
republic without a single day’s experience in the 
economy, with the diploma of a below-average econo- 
mist? (Some people perhaps thought that Djukanovic’s 
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many political transformations guaranteed that these 
urgently necessary transformations in the economy 
would also be carried out.) Although the first 50 days are 
not enough for very complete assessments, some obser- 
vations—hints that are not optimistic at all—must nev- 
ertheless be made. 


First, by choosing unimpressive and in a number of cases 
incompetent ministers, Djukanovic reduced the govern- 
ment (some people say intentionally) to one man— 
himself. This seriously jeopardized the authority and 
also responsibility of the ministers assigned to particular 
areas, as has been confirmed during the recent strike of 
teachers, who had only one demand to put to the 
minister of enlightenment and education—that they 
negotiate with the prime minister. 


L’Etat, C'est Moi 


Other evidence that Djukanovic is “lord and master,” 
but not only in the government, lies in the fact that he 
has taken command over many matters which are not in 
the jurisdiction of the government anywhere in the 
modern world. Thus not only the executive power, but 
also a sizable portion of the legislative power has been 
expropriated into the hands of a government, which in 
this case often means—the hands of one person. To 
support this, it is sufficient to mention two areas, per- 
haps the most sensitive ones, which have “fallen into 
government hands”—the media and the courts. 


Such arrangements, however absurd it may seem, rest on 
what is called a realistic foundation. And that is the love 
for power. That is, both sides have a passionate love for 
power. The first (Djukanovic’s government) enjoys pos- 
sessing it, and the other, the “empty-handed people,” 
enjoy obeying it. The result of this “connection” is the 
situation at the moment which can be defined as expec- 
tation. The government is waiting for managers, who 
frequently are not professionally competent, to revive 
production, which has died, and on the other hand 
incompetent planned enterprises are waiting for the 
government to transform them into market systems. And 
if in the meantime the shooting starts, still better— 
Montenegrins have always gladly responded to such 
“challenges”! 


Until a solution is found (war or a pact), a scapegoat has 
to be found. This is, of course, Ante Markovic, “the 
assassin of the Yugoslav economy” and American spy, 
who in the opinion of Dr. Risto Vukcevic, who belongs 
to the Russian school and is president of the Montene- 
grin Parliament, wants to sell off Yugoslavia to the West! 
Which brings us back to the beginning—the problem of 
language which is “to blame” for our never catching the 
(only real) culprit. He escapes so cleverly that even the 
discerning Agent Cooper (“Twin Peaks”) would not be 
able to track him down. Anyway, that would constitute 
‘interference in our internal affairs” 
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{Report by Z.P.: “First Issue of PANNON HIRLAP 
Comes Out”] 





[Text] Subotica—The first issue of PANNON HIRLAP 
{[Pannonian News], an evening paper in the Hungarian 
language, came out on Monday [29 April 91]. The 
owners of the paper are Peter Sonogyi, from Kanjiza, 
and Geza Mucsi, from Novi Sad. The editorial board’s 
offices are in Subotica. As stated on Monday, during the 
presentation of the new paper, PANNON HIRLAP will 
be an independent, nonpartisan evening paper with an 
initial circulation of 12,000 to 14,000 copies. 
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